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Now ninety years and two hundred years in the light of one thousand years may not seem
terribly significant, but these two North American events are the divect result and
blossoming of the baptism of the Kievan Rus’, the planting of the holy faith on our continent
and in our land. In light of the events which we celebrate, our responsibility is manifest
and clear; we must “lift high the Holy Cross planted firmly in America” by our Hely
Father 5t. Herman and the faithful, countless faithful, witnesses as they Hved out their lives
in Christ. During these past ninety years, the Diocese of Canada has not had an easy and
carefree life. Indeed, from time to time, all too often I fear, we have been wracked and
decimated by strife, dissention and defection. Although we are a numerically small diocese
(being at the same tire the largest geographical diocese!), we are experiencing growth in
numbers and more importantly, spivitual grotwth, the growth of vision.

Notwithstanding the vicissitudes of the past, the fragility of the present, we must never
forget the exercise of that great and glorious Christian virtue of hope. By faithfulness, by
hope, and by love, we will demonstrate our stand as true finheritors of Hhe great and glorious
mercy of God extended one thousand years ago to the Kievan Rus’.

“FEAR NOT LITTLE FLOCK, IT IS YOUR FATHER'S GOOD PLEASURE TO GIVE
YOU THE KINGDOM” (5t. Luke 12, 32

This small volume containing a chronology of our diocese was compiled by Deacon Symeon
Rodger of the diocesan Cathedral of the Annunciation/5t. Nicholas in Ottawa in response
to the diocesan Council's resolution to mark the millenmium in some tangible way. My
thanks are extended to him for his work, and also to Olga Jurgens, a member of the Council,
who undertook the oversight of this modest project, a task that was often thankless and
disproportionately noisome. An important source of information was Alex Liberovsky's
Master’s thesis for St. Sergius Institute in Paris, which comprised a history of Orthodoxy
in Canada from the 1880s fo 1982. He and many others who have helped deserve our
gratitude.

My thanks would be utterly incomplete if I were not to pay tribute to His Eminence
Archbishop Sylvester who, over the years, has taken pains in the collection and preservation
of archival material relating to the Diocese of Canada. This task was all too often thankless
and lonely in that it was one that interested few, if any, others. FHad it not been for the efforts
of His Eminence, much of our Canadian Orthodox heritage would have been lost. With his
characteristic graciousness and generosity he has made available much of the material in
this chronology. It is to him that this small effort is dedicated with warmth and love.

Your Emtinence: GOD GRANT YOU MANY YEARS!

+ Seraphim

Bishop of Edmonton
Episcopal Administration of
the Diocese of Canada
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The Orthodox Church in Canada: A Chronology

Chronology

From their homelands lying within the Austro-Hungarian Empire,
there emigrated to America a large number of Rusins, Bukovinians,
Galicians and Carpatho-Russians. Many of them eventually settle in
Canada, particularly in the western provinces, where large areas of
land are still available for farming.

Nicholas (Ziorov) is consecrated as Bishop of Alaska and the
Aleutian Islands on September 29, becoming the ruling bishop of
the Russian Orthodox mission in North America. The see is estab-
lished in San Francisco, US.A.

Bishop Nicholas receives several requests from Orthodox faithful in
Canada’s western provinces to have a priest sent to them. Upon their
arrival in Canada, a group of Bukovinians had at first requested
their own metropolitan in Chernovcy to send a priest. It is worth
mentioning here that he told them to address their request to the
local Orthodox hierarchy, that of the Russian mission.

Bishop Nicholas accedes to these persistent requests for clergy and
organizes missionary tours with priests from elsewhere in the North
American diocese. A certain Fr. M. Malyarevsky visits parishes in
Manitoba and Assiniboia (now Saskatchewan). By 1900, priests
from Minneapolis are able to make pastoral visits to these parishes
on a regular, though infrequent, basis - usually once every six
months.

Bishop Nicholas also sends Fr. Dimitri Kamnev from Seattle to visit
the faithful in Alberta. It is he who celebrates what is believed to be
the first divine liturgy on Canadian soif on June 12, 1897, at the farm
of one Fedor Nemirsky located near the village of Wostok, north-
east of Edmonton. Fr. Dimitri and his deacon, Vladimir Alexandrov,
convert the entire population of Wostok — some 600 Galician Uniats
— to Orthodoxy.

1890

1891

1894-96

1897



The Orthodox Church in Canada: A Chronology

1898

1900

1501

While the summer of 1897 sees the establishment of Holy Trinity
Orthodox Church in Wostok, the nearby village of Star is still
entirely Uniat. When the Roman Catholics hear of the conversion of
Wostok, a Uniat priest and a Uniat bishop, Emilii Legal, are sent to
Star to prevent the parish from succumbing to the same fate. Up to
this point, the Uniat population had been placed under the local
Latin hierarchy. This, and the lack of Uniat clergy, leads to their fears
of enforced latinization. Bishop Emilii tries to rectify the situation by
procuring land for his faithful, but the fact that the land is registered
in the name of the local (Latin) diocese aggravates the situation.
Many Uniats in Star are increasingly attracted by the Orthodox
parish in Wostok. Ultimately, a sizeable number of them want their
own parish to rejoin the Orthodox Church, and so a court case
ensues which drags on from 1900 to 1907. In the end, the parish in
Star is awarded to the Orthodox.

It is also in this year that Bishop Nicholas becomes the first Orthodox
hierarch to visit Canada.

Bishop Nicholas commissions Nicholas B. Orlov to translate the
Horologion and the General Menaion into English for use by the
Diocese of North America.

Bishop Nicholas is recalled to Russia. Leadership of the North
American diocese is then assumed by Bishop Tikhon (Bellavin) —
the future patriarch of Moscow — who is appointed Bishop of
Alaska and the Aleutian Islands, In May, Fr. Kamnev and Dn.
Alexandrov return a further 600+ Uniats to Orthodoxy.

On September 1, Canada’s first permanent priest is appointed — I'r.
Jacob Korchinsky. Fr. Jacob comes to Edmonton soon thercatter and
purchases a house with space for both a chapel and living quarters
for himself and his wife. The mission is named after the Holy Martyr
Barbara. Fr. Jacob works at building up the Body of Christ in Alberta
by visiting as many communities as possible, helping to build
churches and encouraging the reunion of Uniats with the Orthodox
Church.

The name of the North American missionary diocese is changed
on February 9 from the Diocese of Alaska and the Aleutian
Islands to the Diocese of the Aleutian Islands and North America.
The diocesan see remains in San Francisco.

Bishop Tikhon (Bellavin) consecrates three churches, including the
newly constructed Hely Trinity Church in Wostok, Alberta. He un-
successfully attempts to incorporate the diocese.
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Over the next few years, the life of the Church in Canada, particu-
larly in the western provinces, is rocked by the machinations of a
cunning profiteer who calls himself “Metropolitan Seraphim.”” This
imposter, who comes from Europe, settles in Winnipeg, bringing
with him forged documents attesting to his consecration by the
ecumenical patriarchate as “bishop and metropolitan of the Ortho-
dox Russian Church for all North America.” Unfortunately, the
shortage of clergy, the low level of education among the immigrants
and the imposter’s claim to be the head of the local, independent
Orthodox Church, bring many of the faithful to him, and he “or-
dains’ some fifty priests and sends them all over western Canada.
“Metropolitan Seraphim” was once heard to say, ““I can consecrate
an ox as Pope, as long as he’ll pay fifty dollars!”

Bishop Tikhon visits Manitoba and Saskatchewan in March. He also
succeeds in incorporating the Church in the Northwest Territories,
Alberta and Saskatchewan.

To continue with the sordid affair of “Metropolitan Seraphim,’” his
own people have begun to consider him a liability at this point and
they urge him to return to Russia, since his drunkenness and his
unstable character have become public knowledge.

“Seraphim’s” departure, however, in no way signals a return to “a
calm and peaceful life” for the Church in Canada. On January 27, a
group of eighteen priests and some laity under the leadership of Fr.
John Bodrug, Ivan Negrich (editor of the newspaper Canadian Farmer)
and Kirill Genik, establish the so-called “Independent Greek Church”
in secret agreement with the Presbyterian Church of Canada. In this
new ““church,” the externals of Orthodox liturgy remain, but a
Calvinistic spirit is gradually introduced.

His Grace Bishop Tikhon visits Canada again, consecrating St. Barbara's
Church in Edmonton (the building replaced by the present cathe-
dral in 1956) and Holy Trinity in Winnipeg, which is elevated to
cathedral status at the establishment of the Canadian bishopric
(Vikariatstvo) in 1916.

On May 6, Archimandrite Raphael (Hawaweeny) is consecrated
Bishop of Brooklyn, thus becoming the first Orthodox bishop con-
secrated in North America. He is later {0 exercise a decisive and
helpful influence on Syrian parishes in Canada.

“Metropolitan Seraphim” returns from Europe only to discover that
his excommunication by the Holy Synod is public knowledge and
that his “church” is widely considered a fraud. His successor,
Makary, is in some respects an even more colourful figure, having
proclaimed himself ““Arch-Patriarch, Arch-Pope, Arch-Tsar, Arch-
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estant groups slow in trying to make inroads into the large popula-
tion of Ukrainian immigrants in the west, particularly the Method-
ists and the United Church of Canada. However, these attempts at
proselytization produce little success.

Several Uniat parishes push for a return to the Orthodox Church at
this time, mostly, it seems, because of distrust of the local Latin
hierarchy and fears of forced latinization. At the same time, Ukrain-
ian nationalism grows, often to fanatical and divisive proportions,
thus giving impetus to the call for an independent Ukrainian Ortho-
dox Church.

Bishop Raphael comes to Montreal in June to visit the two Syrian
Orthodox parishes.

Archbishop Platon visits parishes in Ontario and Manitoba early in
the year.

With the beginning of hostilities in Europe, the call goes out across
the country for volunteers in the military service. More than 2,000
Russian Canadians sign up and a great many serve at the front. Fr.
John Ovsyanitsky serves as a chaplain to the battalion formed from
these volunteers.

Archbishop Platon returns to Russia in June, leaving Bishop Al-
exander (Nemolovsky), Vicar Bishop of Alaska, to temporarily
administer the North American archdiocese. Bishop Alexander
rules for nearly a year, until the arrival of Platon’s successor,
Archbishop Evdokim (Meshersky) in May of 1915.

At the end of the year, Bishop Alexander begins a three-month visit
to parishes in Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. This
trip results in the opening of new parishes, as well as a reduction in
the conflicts between pro- and anti-Russian groups from various
parts of the country.

Fr. Vladimir Sakovich founds a winter theological seminary in Mon-
treal. Although the seminary remains open only one winter because
of financial and other difficulties, it ordains three more clergy to the
Church.

During this pre-revolutionary period, the efforts of the faithful to
establish a solid base for the life of the Church in Canada meet with
mixed results. All attempts to found monasteries ultimately fail. On
the other hand, a few schools for Orthodox children are opened in
various parts of the west. Missionary activity continues, principally
among the Uniats, but also among the Dukhobors who had recently
settled in the west.

Bishop Raphael (Hawaweeny) dies on February 14.

1913

1914

1615
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purpose they organize the Ukrainian Greek-Orthodox Brotherhood
of Canada.
In October, they announce the opening of a seminary in Saskatoon.

The Brotherhood asks Bishop Alexander to take it under his omo-
phorion temporarily, until such time as it can locate an ethnic
Ukrainian bishop. Bishop Alexander, on a visit to Winnipeg in 1917,
makes the observation that he is himself a Ukrainian by virtue of his
place of birth.

A council (sobor) of the newly formed Ukrainian Greek-Orthodox
Church of Canada is called for December 28, but Bishop Alexander
is unable to attend.

With the chaos brought on by the Russian Revclution, the disinte-
gration of the Archdiocese of the Aleutian Islands and North America
into separate ethnic jurisdictions begins. It is necessary to note,
though, that not all Orthodox parishes in Canada were under the
Russian mission’s omophorion prior to the revolution. At least four
Greek and six of the ten Romanian parishes in the country were not.
The Romanians are under the jurisdiction of the Metropolitan of
Moldavia, but otherwise cooperate closely with the Russian mission
and turn to it for episcopal consecrations.

Nevertheless, in 1918 there are some sixty-four parishes and forty-
seven clergy in Canada under the omophorion of the Russian mis-
sion. These include two Serbian, one Bulgarian, two Syrian and four
Romanian parishes, the remainder being either Russian or Ukrain-
ian. At the time, the Canadian bishopric is divided into four dean-
eries.

Bishop Alexander, who had ori ginally consented to take the UGOC
under his protection, faces considerable opposition in doing so,
notably from the pro-Russian Carpatho-Rusins who are so numer-
ous in the north-eastern United States. As a result of this pressure,
he writes in a pastoral letter of September 1919 that “Ukrainians are
not a separate people and not a nation, but only one of the Russian
political parties.” This, needless to say, offends the UGOC leaders,
who then break off their relationship with the Russian mission and
begin to look elsewhere for hierarchical protection. This they find in
the person of a certain Metropolitan German (Selevkilsky), a bishop
of the Patriarchate of Antioch who was founding his own eparchy
in North America against the wishes of his patriarch. He takes the
UGOC temporarily under his omophorion at its second Council in
November.

At the Second All-American Council of the (Russian) Archdio-
cese of the Aleutian Islands and North America, held in February
in Cleveland, Ohio, Bishop Alexander is chosen as the ruling
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Platon, of course, refuses to accept his dismissal and is supported
in his decision by the Fourth All- American Council, which meets
in February in Detroit. The Council declares the North American
archdiocese “temporarily autonomous” until such time as nor-
mal relations with the mother church can be restored.

At its own fourth Council, the UGOC chooses Archbishop John
(Teodorovich} as its ruling hierarch and secures canonical release
from Metropolitan German. The questionable canonicity of the so-
called “Alexandrian method” of consecration bethers some, includ-
ing Archbishop fohn himself.

The Patriarchate of Antioch founds a North American diocese
and gradually unites the Syrian-Arabic parishes with itself.

Metropolitan Platon visits Montreal to consecrate the church of Sts.
Peter and Paul, served at the time by Fr. Sergei Snegirev and Fr.
Arkady Piotrovsky.

Bishop Theophilus, the future metropclitan, visits Canada, staying
for three months and travelling to nineteen parishes.

Archimandrite Arseny (Chakhovtsev) is appointed Bishop of Win-
nipeg and Canada and is consecrated in Belgrade. He had, as noted
above, carried on vigorous missionary work in Canada prior to the
Russian Revolution and even administered the Church in this country
at one time. With great dedication, he strove to revitalize parish life,
despite the most horrendous difficulties ~ the uncanonical UGOC,
occasional violence against clergy and their families, and chronic fi-
nancial woes.

The Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church outside of
Russia (commonly known as the “Synod,” the “Synodal Church,”
“Russian Church Abroad,” or the “Russian Church in Exile”},
based in Yugoslavia, seeks to exercise its authority over metro-
politans Platon of America and Evlogy of Western Europe. As a
result, the Synod of Bishops of the North American Archdiocese
declares the Russian Church Abroad “uncanonical.” The latter
group then establishes its own eparchy in North America under
Archbishop Apollinary (Koshevoy), giving rise to numerous bitter
disputes and court cases as it attempts to take over parishes from
the North American archdiocese.

By decree of Metropolitan Platon, Archimandrite Emmanuel Abo
Hatab is consecrated as a vicar bishop for the Syrian communities
in Montreal by bishops of the Russian mission. Bishop Arseny
himself is one of the consecrating bishops.

1925
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1949

1950

1951

Bishop John (Shakhovskoy) of Brooklyn undertakes a two-month
tour of Canada, visiting some fifteen parishes. In his follow-up
report to the Holy Synod, he notes the extremely detrimental effects
of the absence of local archpastoral guidance and supervision, the
difficulties caused by the lack of priests, and the growing tensions
in Canada between the Metropolia and the Russian Church Abroad.

At its tenth Council in June, the consistory of the UGOC, fearing the
loss of its independence by reason of Bishop Mstyslav’s American
affiliations, forces its hierarch to resign. Subsequently, the UGOC
places itself under the authority of Metropolitan Polycarp (Sikorsky)
in Europe and then, very soon after, under that of Metropolitan
Harion (Okhyenko). Ilarion is a well-known scholar and author in
the fields of philology, theology and Slavic culture. The UGOC
elects him Bishop of Winnipeg and all Canada. In addition, Metro-
politan Polycarp sends a certain Bishop Mikhail (Choroshy), whom
the UGCOC appoints as its Archbishop of Toronte and Eastern Canada.

[t is in this year that the hierarchy of the Russian Orthodox Church
Outside Russia leaves Europe entirely and establishes itself in North
America, with Metropolitan Anastasy as its ruling hierarch. For
administrative purposes, the Synod divides Canada into two ep-
archies: Edmonton and Western Canada, under the authority of
Bishop Vitali (Ustinov), and Montreal and Eastern Canada, under
that of Archbishop Panteleimon. Panteleimon, however, soon de-
fects to the Moscow patriarchate, whose parishes in Canada he
administers from 1958 to 1968, Bishop Vitali is transferred to Mon-
treal because of Panteleimon’s departure, and the two Synodal ep-
archies are unified into a single administrative unit.

Bishop John (Garklavs) of Detroit undertakes a tour of parishes in
eastern Canada with the wonder-working icon of the Tikhvin Mother
of God. This has a very beneficial effect on the Canadian diocese as
a whole.

Bishop John goes on a similar tour of western Canada in the sum-
mer, with the same wonder-working icon.

In January, Metropolitan Leonty comes from New York to Montreal
for a clergy conference of the “Russian Orthodox Canadian Ep-
archy.” The meetings seek to deal with the perennial shortage of
clergy and the absence of archpastoral leadership. Leonty himself
clearly sees the necessity for a permanent bishop of all Canada, and
to that end he calls for an all-Canadian council to be held that same
summer. Nevertheless, for temporary administrative convenience,
it is decided to divide the Diocese of Canada into three sections:
Eastern Canada (under Metropolitan Leonty); Central Canada (under

14
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archate, administering Russian parishes in Southern France and
Italy.

Bishop Sylvester travels across Canada to get to know his new flock
and its difficulties. The biggest problem at this time is the lack of
clergy, especially in the rural parishes of western Canada. Bishop
Sylvester also serves temporarily as the administrator of the Diocese
of New England.

At its Fourth Extraordinary Council, the UGOC chooses its fourth
hierarch, Fr. Boris (Lakonevich), as Bishop of Saskatchewan and
vicar of central Canada.

The Eleventh All-American Council meets in New York City in
November.

A request from parishes of the Greek archdiocese in Canada to be
placed under the direct jurisdiction of the ecumenical patriarch in
Constantinople is turned down. They remain, as before, under the
jurisdiction of Archbishop lakovos. However, the vicar-bishoprics
within the Greek archdiocese are elevated to diocesan status. Thus
Canada becomes and remains a separate diocese within the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America.

5t. Nicholas Church in Ottawa acquires its first permanent building,
where it remains to this day (as the diocesan Cathedral Church of
the Annunciation to the Theotokos /5t. Nicholas), while Holy Trin-
ity Bukovinian Church, located in the same city, begins construction
of a new temple. Christ the Saviour Cathedral in Toronto moves to
its present location, an old former Anglican church built in the
1890s.

His Beatitude Metropolitan Leonty falls asleep in the Lord on
May 14. The Twelfth Extraordinary All-American Council, con-
vened in New York City in September, elects Archbishop Ireney
(Bekish) of Boston as Metropolitan of All-America and Canada.

Bishop Sylvester of Montreal is elevated to the rank of archbishop.
The wonder-working icon of Tikhvin Mother of God comes to
Vancouver with Archbishop John of Chicago.

The Greek Archdiocese holds a one-week congress in Montreal to
discuss educational matters, youth work and church publications.
The congress is attended by some 1,000 delegates from twelve
countries. Archbishop Sylvester attends as an observer.

The Thirteenth All-American Council meets in New York City in
November.
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ITEWECTEHE B KAHAIY - TOKIANHASR 3AIHCKA-THEBHMK OTUA B. AJNEKCAHOPOER, 1899 r.

"CornacHe pacnopmrerHio Bauero lpecceAweHCTEa, A yTpoM 24-oro mad (CT.CT.)
Eexan M3 CeaTTrna nio MUMCCIH B CERSDO—3analHyvid TeppuTopmo Kakamw.

Mo MpudHHEE, Kak H B IMPeddHe IOk, HEHCTPABHOCTH HEene3HO—OXCHHEIX Iy TeH
Cooberra, B DTOH YacTH CTpakkl, § TOIBEKO Beuepont 25«0r0 NpUEsrl B DODPOL
SIMVOHTOR, Aktepra, okand 1000 Mum paccToRHMA OT r. CearTrndg Ha ¢epep. 0T
IOMOHTOHE M HYHHO Ve MyTSuecTBOBATh DANee Ha CeBep, OTHCKHEAS HOBERK uam,
HaweH UepkBH, HAa JOWaosx. SIMOHIOH Cadell CEBepHEN! KOHEWHNI ITYHKT Menesson
ICDOrY BO Beell CeRepDHOR AMEDHKE.

B EOMOHTOHE S BCTRETHI QUeHh MAOLD IIDAROCHEBEEN DYHOBHHIEB, KOTCOTEE
CO BCEW PafocCTHC MNPHBETCTEOBAM MEHT, OyIVYH ZHaXOMSl OO MHOH e C NDEResdt
ner. Mhorve M3 HMX NpHessEeT C CaMOIe CEBepa CBOMY IOocereH i (Mum 3a 100
1 6onee OT IOQVOHTOHA) , ZANMMAACE HIBOB0M M HEDHHOAR BHOBL NDHOHBEHURY CHOA
Ha rocesiedHe CBOMX COOPaThEB H3 CTapoTo Mpas — BykOoBuHEE B Damipsi, OTKVER
IGHAT HX HA CHO IANEKyR YynOHHY BCHAKHE HeBITOMR POTHOIO Kpas.

Ha crnemaupsd JeHb —~ 26-070 M — A COeNan BHOWTH MEeCTHEM aIMMHHCTRATHE—
HEM BIACTAM M IeHepabHOMY IDABHIENMECTESHHCMY areHTy . P. Pyrras, KOTCROIo,
H BEIKOMY MOSMY CORaVIeHd, A Hawen JISXKanpM B KaTOIHUSCKOM [OCTHTaIe.

In P. PyTraH OpOCHI MGHA NepelaTh BauemMy [IpeocBAusHCTBY, HACKOWIEKO DakHO
TG, uToOn lpapocnasdad UepxoBe B Kaname CiIad KAy MOKHO CHODEe [DHIHABA
BAKOHOODATENbHEM [lapnaveHToM Kanas!, Kak KOpNopaidd. 'EBEcm 310, — CKazan
I'~H P. PyTraH, - He COBSOLMTCA B CaMIM CHOPGM SyLyueM, <To pansi [Iepian
[IDABOCABHOR I'POSHUT NOTEDd Te¥ OYeHE 2HAUMTEILHGLL 3eMATH, KOTODSE ACCHIHO™
BaHel M sarmcakH B pap [pasocnabBHOR [epkBr B Kavame, HOO BROMHEE BO BIALSHHE
lUeproBee DOKYMEHTH! HE MOTYT Wb BRIOEHE K3 3EMENTEHODO DENapTamMeHTa Bhouei
UepkorEcH BnacTH [pasociashol UepkpH I TeX nop, noka oHad [IepHOBL B
Kapame ne cTaHeT Kopnopatmisst, BOT yae useTEepTER ron llparccnannas Muacous
YPYOATCA BO PEPEHHOR MHEe TeppHIORpMH, a 06 axTe [lapylaMeHTa, IDH3HAKIM
Ilparocnabiy HerroBe B Kanane xax yupes@mere, A He ORXAT. TOYHO Taoke
NOVICHMTEITHHS M HEOTVICHHO HeOONOOHM 3ITeCh U MPABOCTIaBHEM CBASHHMK, KOTORBE]
Cu  OCemIo MM Ha TEeppHTORHM Armbbepra.’

B ¢y »10oro coofinerHs r—-Ha P. PyTIaH, 8 OTMRApUNGT X NDapHTebCcTBes—
HOMY QOBOKATY . Mox JOHANBOY H HpOGH € HeMEITIEHHO OCDATHTBCA No 2TOMY
Iemmy B HamiameHT B T. OrTaBa, MpH ¥eM, OCOLupn oMy, YT Bape [IpeocBameHCTHOo
MBI y#e OSpamaThCcA TyHa MO ceMy NpelMeTy, HO OTBeTa He OIS,

-4 Mok Jorayibd HaIMcan Haivexaues 3agpliclHve n JlapnadeHT H 0 Xone nenna
IOvDieH CoOfmdTh BameMy HNpecCBANSHCTRY .

3areMm A BuEXan M2 JOVDHTOHA H [IOUe DORYIHE CNemyRuere DHR — 27-010 MafA,
B TPOHLKYW CYGGOTY, NEMGHET B KOnodrmio "BocTox", THS W FuBaeT BCelfd INasHas
MMCCHOHEDCKAR KBapTipa B M3be Canopa Hempipokoro. Esma no ywacHoqy Geapor—
posio Bonee 60-TH MUTE  CTPAUHO YTOMHMTONEHZ. HO KOrma Mil NOObeMAM X CTROR—
leMyCs XpaMy ([DOA mMams HeNOeKAA KBaDTHRHD , MUE MOR BOCTIDAHYTA @ nocTpoiika
OueHb NoIBHHYTIACE HIEPeRd, CPABHMTENbHC C IPCUIEM IOGM, Tak 4To fopMa
LEPKEX yHe BHOHA B YCPHS; JNTape M CpeiHl] COQREIOH HRYIVER Kynan yxe
NOUOrHAaHA NOH KRy, a NOoTCMY NOCTRORKE, SyIvuM PachanoweHa Ha Xomve,

BAOHA Ha OSCATOK MUE B OKDVHHOCSTH. Mucrienno A ofpaThnca ko rocnomy,
YTOGH OH NOVoD ciM CelfsiKaM OROHYHTE 3TOT XpaM, KOTOopell ofSamacT Gullh
CUEHE XODCUBM H KPaCHEEM.

Bymyud 3apaHee H3peleHd O MDeM NpHese, 30eCh VRS COOparMch K Ipasi-—
HIYHON BCeHCUMOHR COTHM HapOoa, — OOCOEHHO MEeHmMH M JeTed W IUEHIX dapm.
Cemvac xe MHGO 31eCkE okpereHo 13 miamemues. Hoske (B 8§ w. Beu.) omyman
BCEHOUHYI0 B TOBODHN K BapOOy TPHBETCTESHHOS IOBO. Honopenmosanl mo 12 wu.
HOWE, HO W [ONOBHHL KENainil He VIORNISTBORMN, TaK KakK eng ONeHb MEOMO
Hapoda mpulerno. OT KPpSSiHeDQ H3HYDOHWA B 2TOT LRHE HE MOI YCHYTE HOMED.
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foi sur notre continent et dans notre pays sont des fruits directs du baptéme de la Russie.
Nous savons donc ce qui nous reste @ faire : nous devons "‘élever la croix fermement
fmplantée en Amérique” par saint Germain et les innombrables témoins fidéles gui ont
assumé les exigences de la vie en Christ, Depuis quatre-vingt-dix ans, le diocése du Canada
n'a pas connu une histoire paisible; parfois, et trop souvent je le crains, nous qvons été
déchirés et décimés par les querelles, les dissentiments et les defections. Pourtant, malgré
gue notre divcése compte peu de membres (tout en s'étendant sur la plus vaste région), il
connait actuellement une croissance du nombre de fidéles el, plus important encore, une
croissance spirituelle qui est un gage d'avenir.

Les difficultés du passé et la fragilité du présent ne doivent pas nous détourner de cette
grande vertu chrétienne qu'est Vespérance. C'est par notre fidélité, notre espoir et notre
amonr que nous serons les véritables hériticrs de la glorieuse miséricorde de Dieu qui a
rejoint la Russie il y a mille ans.

“SOI SANS CRAINTE, PETIT TROUPEAU, CAR VOTRE PERE 5’EST COMPLU A
VOUS DONNER LE ROYAUME” (St-Luc: 12, 32)

Vous trouverez dans cet opuscule un bref historigue de notre diocése rédigé par le diacre
Symeon Rodger de la cathédrale diocésaine de I' Annonciation et Saint-Nicolas @ Ottawa,
suite @ la resolution du conseil diocésain de commémorer le millénire pay un geste concret.
Je le remercie, ainsi que Qlga Jurgens, membre du conscil, qui a assumé la supervision
souvent ardue de ce projet. Nous devons beaucoup a Alex Liberovsky, autewr d une maitrise
sty l'histoire de Uorthodoxic au Canada jusqu’en 1982, présentée a V'lnstitut Saint-Serge
de Paris, ainsi qu'a tous ceux quf nous onf aidés.

Ce seraif une grave injustice de ma part de ne pas rendre hommage & son Eminence
Uarchevéque Sylvestre, qui a recueilli et préservé avee grand soin des documents d'archives
portant sur I"histoire du diocése. Sans ce travail solitaive, dont peu de personres voulaient
se préoccuper, Ia plus grande partie de notre héritage orthodoxe canadien aurait été perdue.
Awvec Uamabilité et ln générosité qui sont les siennes, il a mis le fruit de son patient labeuy
i notre disposition. C'est & lui que nous dédions ce modeste owvrage; puisse Diew Tui
accorder longue vie.

+ Séraphim

Evéque d’Edmonton
Administrateur épiscopal
du diocése du Canada


















Historigue de I'Eglise orthodoxe du Canada

1916

1917

1918

monastéres ont échoué. Par contre, on a ouvert quelques écoles
destinées aux enfants orthodoxes dans l'ouest. L'activité mission-
naire s'est poursuivie, surtout auprés des uniates, mais aussi
parmi les Doukhobors qui venaient de s’installer dans I'ouest.

L’évéque Raphaél (Hawaweeny) s’éteint le 14 février.

Le Canada devient un vicariat de I'archidiocése nord-américain
dans le cadre de la mission russe. L'évéque auxiliaire d’Alaska
Alexandre (Nemolovsky), responsable des paroisses canadien-
nes depuis 1913, est transféré 2 la cathédrale de la Sainte-Trinité
a Winnipeg, devenant ainsi le premier évéque orthodoxe résidant
au Canada. Il consacre ses efforts & I'organisation du vicariat et
convoque des conciles et des assemblées de laics.

La paroisse du Christ-Sauveur est fondée a Toronto. Elle connait
treize ans d’instabilité.

Aprés la chute du tsarisme et 'avénement du gouvernement
provisoire au début de I'année, I'Eglise russe convoque un con-
cile général a Moscou. Larchevéque Eudocime fait partie de la
délégation nord-américaine et laisse a 'évéque Alexandre I'ad-
ministration temporaire de l'archidiocése. L'évéque Alexandre
confie les paroisses canadiennes a I'archimandrite Adam TPhil-
ipovsky et part pour New York. Le Canada se retrouve donc sans
évéque et le restera pendant une dizaine d’années, le coup d’état
bolchévique ayant empéché I'archevéque Eudocime de rentreren
Amérique.

Larévolution d’octobre a des conséquences catastrophiques pour
I'Eglise orthodoxe en Amérique du Nord, et les séquelles sont
encore présentes soixante-dix ans plus tard. L’Eglise d’ Amérique
dépendant de Y Eglise-mere sur le plan matériel et spirituel, I'in-
terruption soudaine de I'arrivée de ressources humaines et finan-
ciéres de Russie provoque une pénurie de prétres, des difficultés
économiques et une désorganisation funeste.

Depuis quelques années, les relations se détérioraient entre les
Ukrainiens unijates et Vépiscopat latin, surtout parce que les
Ukrainiens demandaient en vain des évéques et des prétres de
leur nationalité. Sentant leur identité menacée, nombre d’entre
eux se tournaient vers Yorthodoxie. En décembre 1917, un deuxieme
“Congrés national ukrainien” se réunit pour discuter de cette
question. Peu apres, les membres de I'intelligentsia ukrainienne
se rencontrent en secret 4 Saskatoon; le 19 juillet 1918, cent cin
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Historigue de I'Eglise orthodoxe du Cannda

1960

1961

1962

1963

Le douziéme concile de YEGOUC approuve le déménagement du
coliege Saint-André dans ses Jocaux actuels, ainsi que son affili-
ation & 'université du Manitoba. Le concile refuse F'usage de
I'anglais dans les offices liturgiques. L'EGOUC compte alors trois
évéques, 89 prétres, 305 paroisses et quelque 140 000 fideles.

La Conférence perranente des évéques orthodoxes canoniques
d’Amérique se réunit pour la premiere fois le 15 mars.

Le 31 mars, la métropole accepte sous sa juridiction le diocése
roumain de I'évéque Valérien (Trifa).

L’archimandrite Anatole (Apostolov) est consacré évéque de
Montréal et du Canada.

L'évéque Anatole, quiavait vécu de nombreuses années en Gréce,
ne peut supporter le climat canadien; il démissionne et retourne
en Grece. L’administration du diocése est confiée a I'archevéque
Irénée (Bekich) de Boston (le futur métropolite) qui demande a
I'évéque Cyprien (Borisevitch) de Washington de visiter le Can-
ada; celui-ci passe six semaines dans l'ouest et visite dix-sept
paroisses,

Le séminaire Saint-Vladimir emménage dans ses locaux actu-
els 2 Crestwood, dans I'Etat de New York.

Le diocése du Canada accueille son nouvel évéque diocésain,
I'évéque Sylvestre (Haruns). Celui-ci est élu évéque de Montréal
a son arrivée d’Europe, oir il administrait les paroisses russes du
sud de la France et de I'ltalie & titre d’évéque auxiliaire du
patriarcat oecuménique.

L'évéque Sylvestre parcourt le pays pour connaitre son diocése.
De tous les probléemes qui se posent, le plus grave est le manque
de prétres, surtout dans les paroisses rurales de I'ouest. L'évéque
Sylvestre administre temporairement le diocese de la Nouvelle-
Angleterre.

A son quatridme concile extraordinaire, 'TEGOUC choisit son
quatriéme évéque en la personne du P. Boris {Lakonevitch},
nommé évéque de la Saskatchewan et auxiliaire pour le centre du
Canada.

Le onzidme concile panaméricain se réunit & New York en
novembre.
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1970

1971

1972

son propre primat. Ce geste vient du désir de régulariser la
situation canonique de la métropole en remplagant 'autonomie
temporaire de 1924 par un statut permanent, et de la volonté de
faciliter le témoignage orthodoxe en Amérique du Nord. La
recherche de I'autocéphalie donne naissance a de vives polémiques
au Canada et aux Etats-Unis, notamment avec le patriarcat
oecuménique et V'Eglise russe hors frontieres. Au Canada, c’ecst
Jarchevéque Vital de Montréal, de I'Eglise synodale, qui con-
damne le plus - vigoureusement ces négoc1at10ns tandis que
Iarchevéque Sylvestre défend avec justesse le point de vue de la
métropole. Cette défense n‘empéche pas un certain nombre de
prétres et de laics de la métropole de passer a 'Eglise russe hors
frontigres en raison de leur opposition a l'autocéphalie.

Le 31 mars, le métropolite Irénée et le métropolite Nicodéme de
Leningrad signent une entente d’autocéphalie & New York. Le
patriarche de Moscou Alexis signe le décret d’autocéphalie le 10
avril, six jours avant son décés. Environ un mois plus tard, une
délégation officielle de la métropole, présidée par I'évéque Théodose
d’Alaska (I'actuel métropolite), se rend @ Moscou pour recevoir
le décret des mains du métropolite Pimene, gardien du trdne pa-
triarcal (I'actuel patriarche). En octobre, le quatorziéme concile
panaméricain, réuni au séminaire Saint-Tikhon, proclame Offl—
ciellement l'autocéphalie de l”’Eglxse orthodoxe en Amérique’”

Ce concile devient donc le premier concile panaméricain de l’EOA

A la fin d’octobre, deux jours de célébrations marquent & Toronto
le 175° anniversaire de l'orthodoxie en Amérique du Nord. Une
liturgie épiscopale est célébrée par le métropolite Irénée, Farchevéque
Sylvestre et I'évéque Théodose de Toronto (de I'archidiocése
grec). L’orateur principal est le P. Alexandre Schmemann.

Le 9 aofit a lieu la canonisation de saint Germain d’‘Alaska &
Kodiak; il s’agit de la premiere canonisation orthodoxe en
Amérique du Nord. Germain, moine de Valaam, était arrivé en
Alaska en 1794. 11 sut mériter la confiance et I'affection des
autochtones et on lui attribue de nombreux miracles. I} mourut
en 1837.

Le deuxiéme concile panaméricajn se réunit & Saint-Tikhon en
octobre. Il adopte les statuts de 'EOA et décide que les conciles
auront lieu tous les deux ans. Le concile a§cueﬂle aussil’archi-
diocése orthodoxe albanais au sein de FEQA.

L’école pastorale Saint-Germain ouvre en Alaska, afin de for-
mer le clergé autochtone.
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1986

1987

Le métropolite Théodose accepte dans la juridiction du diocese
canadien de I'ECA la paroisse de la Résurrection de Saskatoon,
qui relevait du diocese ukrainien du patriarcat cecuménique. La
paroisse compte actuellement trois prétres, les PP. Orest Olekshy,
Denis Pihach et Peter Bodnar, ainsi qu'un certain nombre de
fideles intéressés par la vocation sacerdotale.

Le huitiéme concile panaméricain se réunit 8 Washington (D.C.}
a la fin de I'été. On y parle de I'évangélisation.

La paroisse Saint-Nicolas de Langley en Colombie-Britannique se
sépare en deux groupes. Les membres fondateurs quittent la
paroisse pour fonder la mission de Saint-Germain d‘Alaska a
Surrey en novembre, tandis que l'autre groupe, composé surtout
de Roumains, reste & Saint-Nicolas et se rattache & la juridiction
des “"Serbes libres’’.

Lors de la réunion du conseil du diocése du Canada tenue &
Fautomne a I'église Saint-Nicolas d"Ottawa, le métropolite Théodose
annonce qu’il a choist le P. Séraphim (Storheim), recteur de la
cathédrale de la Sainte-Trinité &8 Winnipeg, a titre de prochain
évéque du Canada. Le P. Séraphim, natif d"Edmonton, a obtenu
sa maitrise en théologie au séminaire Saint-Vladimir en 1980 et
a servi dans plusieurs paroisses, notamment & Charlotte en Caro-
line du Nord et a London en Ontario. Ayant toujours aspiré a la
vie monastique, il a passé un an au monastere de Valamo en
Finlande.

A Tautomne, les anciennes paroisses rurales au nord-est d’Ed-
monton, dont celle de Stary Wostok on fut célébrée la premiere
liturgie au Canada, sont regroupées & I'intérieur de la mission
orthodoxe de Lakelands, sous la direction du P. Andrew Morbey.
Ce dernier, un Canadien diplomé du séminaire Saint-Vladimir en
1983, avait dirigé la paroisse de Santa Rosa en Californie.

En mai, le hiéromoine Irénée (Rochon) et le hiérodiacre Marc
Pierre se joignent au diocése canadien de I'EOA, avec une parlie
des laics de la mission francophone Saint-Grégoire-le-Grand de
Montréal, précédemment sous la juridiction de IEglise russe hors
frontieres.

En juin, la mission Saint-Germain d’Alaska de Surrey regoit un
nouveau prétre en lq personne du P. Lawrence Farley, et se joint
cancniquement & I'EQA,

Le 13 juin, le métropolite Théodose consacre le P. Séraphim
Storheim évéque d’Edmonton et auxiliaire pour le Canada, lors
de l'assemblée diocésaine tenue a 1'église Saint-Germain a Ed-
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