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[,Iorki4g at Monast er5" Mr Ormsb y will paintof ikons for the St Nicholas parish and for the Monaster vitself. God willi ng, he will also visit Cedar Rapids and helpwith the planning for the interior of the new St John theBaptist Orthodox Christian Church, to be built in the .nearfuture.
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cEAPEL OFFBRED IN SURREY,B.g

-ilt.::s.":i;'::hJ.'if.'Ji";'?i:"r..x,f ;J..'r'"i::.i.#:tlonalist parish in Surrey (south s"UurUa" Gn.-;;;iThe conmunlty recentiy- chartered a parish-i;-;h; name ofst Nektarios. They have a5rca that the'M;;t..y^serv forthem at least once a monrh, in Cieek ""d; t;h;'", Stavonic.Activities of the parish would be coordinated wlth the stNicholas Parish in Langley, BG

BUSY I{EBK III ED}IONTOI{

@g=t.lii"ff:.:*?i"s1x."-;':r;";qi1;"'i:.::
Governmentfs Multicultural/Intercultural Conference at EheEdmonton convention centre, there was a rarge red and whitesign:

SYNAXIS PRESS
The Canadian Orthodox publishet

$ynaxis Press had a booth exAibitiqg and distributingcanadian Orthodox books and pubrications. Fr Laz.ar was on handduring nuch of the confer"t.L io il;;;q;.ili" 
"ii "or,rr.r"uwith delegares. rn. addirion, faLirer deliver"e it. popurarslide lecEure on ikons 

"t th. university of Alberta, for agr-oup.nade_up of professors and student" of irr"-a"p"rtments ofRerigion, Easrern European srudies and Arr. o" rt-fi;;ember, hedelivered the ooening--lecture of-tir.- current Alberta provin-cial Museuu 
".ii"", 

""Li";;lqg io-'afr. nastern-Ctrur*tu- (fni"
f ii: 1i"l?ilf, ".?ffJ,:S in h-onour of rhe roootrr-a.trrio"i"".y

synaxis press and Ehe canadian orthodox Monastery of A11sainEs of North America have been r-ea{ins a-rili; srrugglefor the advancement of canadian orthodox! roi-".#ry rwentyyears, and the exhibit and lectures are part of this struggle-

BAPTISU
AT LANGLEY

ifrar;fo5rtTrt" 
Papuc was baptized in to the Holv church on

'4 teparents were-Richard papuc and Tammy papuc, shown attop of next column,with Laura Nicole and heie ,5Jn1., Bonnie.
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(continued fron page 1)

- -fh9 chapel (shown in the photos below) was inspected by
the fathers, and it was determined to commence serving there
once a month, beginning in Jamrary

ETENIC BANQUBT FUN FOR EVERYONE

Par-ish ethnic dinner "fundraiser"
This IOaFr the evenE featured at he aanual St Nicholas

was its usual success.
display of Balkan and other East European artifacts, art,
utensils and religious items. A lgth century Slavonic Gospel
book, carvings from Mount Athos, Greek enamel and handwoven
Russian rugs, over 150 years old, were popular features in the
exhibit which was open to the

Canadian parish, North American pies were offered for dessert
along with the baklava, Each dish:was clearly labeled with its
name and country of origin

*:;,i

Ilolland, who
ss (seen below scanding by

The dinner was served buffet style, and featured dishes
from Russia (Fr Varlaamts famous North Russian borshch), Ro-
mania, the Ukraine, Serbia and Greece. And, since we are a

BACK FROH KOREA"FIRST ALTAR BOY- VISITS "EO}TE"L
I o our surprise and jo5 the nissionfs firsE "altar boy''
{ arrived, unannounced, at the MonasEery on the first of

December. John Ragland, who served as the first altar boy when
the Monastery began Eo serve parish communities in giitish
colurnbia ten Jnears ago, had been stationed in Korea wiEh the
United SEates Arny He aEEended services at St Tikhon's and St
Nieholas during his week-long visiL

John will be staLioned at Monterey, California for the ne:
tl.ro years, and plans to return to the Chilliwack area aftr
completion of his service.

IU verses in Psalm 9, and Ehe
other 18 verses are wrongly
called Psakn 1O

The Orthodox Church
has kept the original form,
and so the Orthodox number-
ing is correct, while the
King James version number-
inig is wrong.

There is also a good
exanple of the differences
between the Orthodox Bible
and the Western Bible in
this psaln Let us compare
Ehe Orthodox version of
Psalm 9:20 with the Pro-
testant (Western) version

The Orthodox version
reads:

I'o Lord, set a law-
giver over them; let the
nations know that they are
but mert."

The Protestant (KJ.V.)
version reads:

"strike them with ter-
ror, O Lord; let the heath-
ens know that they are but

- men".
[cont;rnred m page 3]

You Asked:

Ansrer:

Vou Ashcd:
Also a eentre of aEtention was

vore traditional Romanian gypsie dre
the Russi.an section of the display)

IIelen

Why the Orthodox
Church refers to the Psalm,
"The Lord is uy Shepherd"
as Ehe 22nd Psaln, whereas
Ehe King James version of
the Bible ca1ls it Psalm
23?

The Orthodox Church
uses an older arrangement
of the Oll-Gtanent Scrip-
ture. The King Janes ver-
sion erroneously divides
Psalu 9 into two, making
them Psalms 9 and 10. Psaln
9 actually has 38 verses.
It is a,poem in which 

- 
in

Ilebrew 
- 

each verse begins
with a letter of the Hebrew
alphabet (this would be
called an acrostic poen).
In the King James version,
tirere are only 20



LETTERS TO THE EDITOK

IX
(rhe sarr "rt f,"t"I'itnl [-t;lhltor rhe rrord)

-You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its
sirvour [saltiness; becone tainted] [debased] hov'shall its
saltiness be restored. It is no ioiger go6d for anyEhing
except to be throrn qrt arrl trodden rmder foot by uen- (5:13)

You are the salt of the earth, Salc is noE a spice, not a
mere flavouring substancq It is a mineral and a necessity of
life; like water, salt is a nosE fundamental requirernent of
life.
. Christ has just given His disciples a description of Lhe

characteristics of His.true disciples 
- 

iE is in faet, a
description of characteristics manifested in His own life. the
Beatitudes clearly set forth those attributes and dispositions
of soul necessary for a true and effecEive discipleship of
Christ. They presuppose faith, which is the foundatibn of then
all because He is speaking Eo those who are already His fol-
lowersl since only His innediate disciples were gathered
there.

If we who believe and profess our discipleship are the
salt of the earth, it is lle Himself who is salting the earth
with us. IIe is using us for IIis service, for His ministry We
are becoming necessiry elements in the spiri.tual life of the
world. Apostle Paul saye it directl5 "you are co-workers with
God in salvation". If we believe i,n IIim, if we truly give
ourselves over to Him and to His service, then through spiri-
tual struggle, with the help of His Grace, we strive to ac-
quire those virtues which He describes in the 'Beatitudes".

While we struggle to acquire these things, rooting out
our passions, we bear witness of IIim, not in mere words, but
in the nature and quality of our lives. Ihen, we are the salt
of the world, and added leavening to the loaf, a savour of
godliness in the life of hunanity

If, having been His disciples, we become tainted with the
w9r1d, however, if we fa1l -again into a worldly node of
thoug,ht and 1ife, we lose our saltiness and are no longer
useful to the ministryof God, we.are not even saving our own
selves and can off.er- nothing to -anrpns In such a conclition,
when we speak of Christ_, our words are vain and empty, lacking
in Gracs They nay be heavy in artificial vocal iniiectionsl
well practiced in drama and inspiring catch-phrases, sustained
by theatrical piety and well practiced "ecstasies", laced wiEh
a studied repertoire of religious cliches, so that to carnal
minds they seem to be something as they play on our passions
and untrained emotions. But they have not the savour of true
godliness, not being substantiated by a life which sincerely
and truly manifests the qualities revealed in the Beatitudes.

[conttnued m page 4]

LETTER:
I feel just terrible I am confused and upset, and I need

an answer.
Two lears :go, I went through a very unpleasant divorcq

Since Lam a believing Orthodox Christian, I didn't accept the
breakup of ny marriage easi15 but it hras one of those situa-
tions where real brutality was involved and the marriage was
destroying me and my four year old daughter.

I have met a wonderful man, and we have been seeing each
other for a lear. We want to get married. He has been coming
to church with ue for several months and is nord a catechumeo
We want to get narried soon after Pascha, and while we were
discussing it with our priest, he asked if I had a "Church
divorce" from my former marriaga I was very upset. I didnft
know an5rt.hing about a "Church divorce". I thought that was
Roman Catholic. Now I have to make a petition tb the bishop
for a Church divorce Is this right? And if so, why?

Besponse:
Christ told the Apostles, as the bishops of IIis Church,

"Whatever lou bind on earth is bound in heaven, and whatever
;ou loose on earth is loosed in heaven," (Mt 18:18)

-Since you were married in the Orthodox Church, your
marriage was ."bound on earth and in heaven " If this bond is
to be loosed, it must be loosed "on earth and in heaven" by
Ehosb to whom Christ gave this authority

If you will pause to contemplate this in a spiritual
Eanner, pu will see the clear logic of it Nevertheless, it
is not the whole answer. tJhen someone requests a canonical
divorce, it is the duty of the priest to try his best to work
with Ehe couple to try to reconcile theu and save their mar-
riage Divorce is a very serious matter. Let us look at the
meaning of marriage in-Elnple form:

1. Marriage is a tlpe of Christ and the Church, in which

HO}IILIES ON }TA
COSPEL

I

HEW'S

At ite Laz

[continued frm page 2l

As yur canr see, there
is a considerable differ-
ence in the content and
spirit of th€ tso versims.-
The authentic (Orthodox)
version is a par( of the
proptecies abort the coning
of the Hessiah (Christ).
ltris is conpletely nissing
in the Protestant versim

I2t
Yqr Asked:

There is an incident
in t.he 01d Testarnent that
bothers me and I acrually
get upset whenever it cones
Eo ni11$'tuuges, chaprer tl,
we read about Jephthah who
vowed ttrat if he won a
certain battle, he would
nake a burnt offering to
God of whatever he net
firsc as he approached the
door of his houss His only
daughter came rushing out
to neet him when he came
home and, according to
scripture, he offered her
as a sacrifice.

How could that be? C,od
did not allow human sacri-
fices. Surely, Jephthah
would have been stoned by
other Jews if he had tried
to offer his daughter as a
saerifice. This seens so
horrible, yet f roru the
Scripture, it almost seems
as if God accepted a human
burnr offe@-

Please answer this, as
it is causing me a great
deal of confusioru

Jln!!E5:**_

and well-pleasing, to God;
this is your 'reasonable
service"..,

There are some very
definite and clear state:
ments in the narrat.ive
about Jephthahrs daughter
that let us know what ac-
tr:ally happened
---Tirst of all, when the
daughter heard of her fath-
erts vow, and realized that
it was her who must be
offered, she asked to be
allowed to lament for two
months because she would
never be narried: not be-
cause she would be killed,
but tl'rat she would never
marry SecondlS at Judges
11:39, we read, "And he did
to her as he had vowed. AI.ID

SI{E R.EMAINED A VIRGIN"
It is quite clear

then, that she was not
1itera11y offered as a
burnt sacarifice, but was
offered to the temple as a
consecrated virgin (what we
oow call "nuns") to serve
in the llouse of God. 'vle
know from uany references
that virgins served in the
Eemple.

It is not at all poss-
ible chat Jephthah offered
his daughter as a slain
sacrifice, because God had
already absolutely forbid-
den such a thing and estab-
lished the stricEest pun-
ishrnenE f or anyoue who
should attempt to offer a
human sacrifice (see, for
example, Lev.18:21; 2Oz2-5;
Deut.12:31; 18:1O)-ss-
pecially one of his sons or
daughters (Deut.l8 : 10-12)-
but Eo have offered her to
the service of God in Ehe
tenple was not an uncommon
ptaeFiee; However, ln this
case, since she was his
only child, it was a great
sacrifice, for it neant
that his farnily line reould
die with him, since she
would have to remain ever-

(Page 3: lbv/Oec, L987)

the husband is like Christ and the wife is like the Church.

2. Marriage is a union (binding) of two people together so
they can work out their salvation as one-

1 Marriage makes a man and woman "one flesh". This means that
in the e;es of God, they are as one person instead of two

A divorce:
1. Breaks this iuage of. Christ and the Church;

2. Destroya this "salvation partnership";

3. Rips apart the bond whiih was made by God's Grace,
which united the two people into "one flesh".

Why is divorce permitted at all, and why does the Church
permit a person to be married up Eo three times?

The Orthodox Church does not approve of divorce and
remarriage at all. llowever, the Church does understand human
problens and the human condition Sometimes, a marriage sinply
cannot work out. Sometimes, the children and either Ehe hus-
band or wife are being conpletely destro5ed mentally, emotion-
ally, even phlaicallR in a narriaga In many cases, noEhirg
che bishop or priest can do or say will save a marriaga

When there is a civil divorce, the husband and wife are
living apart. They sti1l have their human passions and needs,
and it is asking too much to insist that they live out Ehe
rest of their lives in perfect chastity- Not everyone is
strong enough or called to monasticisu,

Therefore, out of love and compassion and understanding,
the Orthodox Church hears the words of Apostle Paul, "It is
betEer for then to marry than Eo burn" and pernits a sancti-
fied re-narriaga However, the Divine Service for a re-uarr-
iage is nothing like the crowning of the original marriage

It should be evident, however, that the Church cannot
"re-marry'' 1acu unless it has dissolved the narriage which it
previously boturd ;ou in If the Orthodox Church did not insist
that lou obcain a canonical divorce before ir allowed )Du Eo
re-marry, this would mean Ehat the Church did not even take
marriage seriously

Perhaps the first
Ehing to do in ofder to
understand this story bet-
ter is to read Romans 12:1:

"...offer yourselves
as living sacrifices, holy
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[continued fron page 3]

I{hen we come to sincerely believe and follow Christ, we
become salt in the world. Unless we struggle to nake that
faith truly alive in us, to acquire Christ-like attributes of
a living, spiritual disposition, always growing and developing
in love, Truth and faith, we will indeed "lose our saltiness"
and be useless for the ministry and witness of Christ and IIis
Holy Churclr.

-You are the light of the sorld....Let your light so shine
before nen that ttrey can see Julr wirtues and glorify lp,r.
-f*L"r llho is in the heavensr (lfu5:16}

There are many preachers in our world. Some are sincere,
some are not. In an era of media religion hawkers, when the
preaching of the Gospel is being made an object of merchandise
and ridicule, preaching alone is hardly effective Our preach-
ing must be more in deeds than in words, and our sermons must
be substantiated by works. In the first centuries of the
Church, more people \rere converted Lo Christ by the mart)Edoms
of the saints than by all the preaching of the Apostles. The
early ChrisE.ians rdere preaching sonething new and astounding:
che liberation fron the fear of death and the resurrection of
the dead. Their doctrine rdas so amazing to the ancient pagans
that it night never have been received had it not been so
clearly substantiated by deeds. The martyrs went forth to
their brutal executions rejoicing and glorifyrng God, devoid
of fear, filled with hope in eternity. This is what shook the
Ronan enpire and conquered ir for Christ. The unshakable faith
of the ancient ChrisEians rnanifested itself in clear deeds and
proved stronger and more enduring than eraperors and armies.

Not only were Ehe ancient Bart)ES giants of faith, mani-
fested in such deeds, but their incomparable charity won the
souls of thousands. Their charity was compleEely different in
naEure fron much of nodern charity because it was so abso-
lute. The charity of Ehe early narE,)rrs and Christians in
general was based on a conplete disdaia for the things of this
world, a love for the poor which held back nothing because
their faith needed no worldly crutches, because they truly
hoped on God fcr all things. They truly took no thought for
rhe things of tomorrow, and Ehus their lives preached the
Gospel more profoundly than any words possIS$-could.
[UOnEr,nUed: Un Ene mean].ng Of tne LaIi7. In what nanner We are
no longer subject to it, though it has rrot been abolishedl.

[7 January]
HOLY UARTYR ABOUN*The Jasmine Worker-

(+786)

boun lived in the great Arab city of Bagh<iad. Baghdad is
a yery old city, built just where Ehe desert meets Ehe

sea.
As a young teenager, Aboun went to work for a man who

nade raedicine and beautiful perfume fron jasmine and other
planEs.

W hen Aboun \das sevenEeen years o-ld, the prince of a lirnd
called Georgia came to Baghdad. In Ehose days, the Arabs had
conquered part of Georgia, and the Georgian princes had to
visit the Arab king every year to show Eheir obedience to
him. Aboun meE. some of the
Georgians they to'ld hiro of the
beautiful Lrigh nountains and
green forests of their count-
ry. Aboun decided that he
wanted to go there

The Frince of Georgia was
naned Nerses When he sEarEed
back to Georgia with his pe-
ople, Aboun begged to be al-
lowed to go also. The prince
agreed.

Prince Nerses and Aboun
became good friends and, when
they came Eo Georgiar. the
prince asked Aboun Lo work for
his fanilR making "jasmines"
(fragrant oinLments and per-
fumes), and medicineg

The Georgians hrere Ortho-
dox Christians, and soon after
Aboun learned their language,
he began to read the Holy
Gospel and other Christian
books which he found in Prince
Nerses' library. Before long,
Aboun rseli2sd ghag Christ is

truly God, and Ehat He is truly our Saviour.
Aboun wanted to be bapcized, but Georgia was ruled by the

Arab king and Aboun wa.s an Arab Irr those dap, ir was ?gainst
the law Tor an Arab to be baptized into Lhe Chrisrian Church.
Aboun was afraid that if he was bapEized, the Arab king would
have him killed, and he nighE even kill Prince .Nerses, so he
did not asked to be baPtized.

In the year 780, the Arab king became angry with Prince
Nerses, and the prince and all his farnily had to flee and hide
in another country. Aboun went with thern. Since rhey were now
outside the Arab lands, Aboun was baptized. He was fi]'led with
joy, and began to live like a monk, praying and fasLing all
the time.

A ferq years later, Prince Nerses was able to go back to
his own home, and Saint Aboun went with him. Even though he
uras an Arab, Saint Aboun would not hide the fact that he had
become a ChrisLian. Some of his friends told him, "You can
pray in secret and receive Coumunion when no one is around.
ttrat waR Ehe Arabs will not know Ehat you are an Orthodox
Chrisrian and tirey will noE kill you."

Saint Aboun replied, "I will not be asharned of Christ in
fronE. of men, for He said E.haE if anyorre denies Hj.m before
men, He wilr deny then before the Father."

Sainc Aboun went to church for every service, and he even
began to leach other Arabs about Ctrrist. "You musE believe in
Christ. arrd be baptized into His Holy Church," the saint rold
them. Soor5 sorne of the Arabs began Eo couplaln to the gover
nor. Aboun's friends begged tu'-m to go somewhere and hide, but
he answered, "I will not hide the Gospel from Ehose who are in
darkness. "

Saint Aboun \ras arrest.ed and brought co crial before the
governor. ile was corrvicted of being a Christian and sentenced
to death" Tire holy martyr was put into a prison, and there he
was tortured for urore than a weei<, Each day, the governor calne
and asked him, "Aboun, will you deny Christ and return Eo Ehe
Moslem religion?" But Aboun alwap joyfully replied, "0 gover-
nor, wiil lncu derry Ehe enpty, vain religion of lloharnued and
fcllow the true God, Jesus Christ?" This made the governor
very angry, and finally, on the feast of Thetrphany, Saint
Aboun was taken to the prison ;ra.rd, and there his head was cut
of f.

Through the prayers of the Holy lular:tyr Aboun, rnay we find
strength not to deny Christ or nide His Holy Gospel frorn the
unbelievers wtro surround us.

Anen!

OUR LAI}Y IJOY OF CANAI}AI
AKATIII ST BOOK AVAILABLB

The Akathist to the Ikon of the Ttreotokos, 'Joy of Cana-
da' is now availabls In addition to the Akathist -h) r, the
booklet contains the Disnissal Troparion and Kondakion, and
the '}{egalanarion" (Magrrification) for the ikon Also included
are the Troparion and Kondakion for A11 Saints of North Ameri-
ca and f,he "Canadian" Troparion and Kondakion for the Holy
Martyr Tikhon, The Patriarch, who consecrated most of the
Older Orthodox Churches in the Canadian prairies"

At the end of the booklet, the eomplete instructions for
serving an Akathist alone are given,

Proceeds from the sale of the Akarhist book will go
toward building the shrine kiot for the Ikon of the Theoto-
kos, rJoy of Canada,r

The Akathist book is available, ar $3.50 a copy (post
paid), fron Synaxis Press, Box 404, Chilliwack, BG, V2p-6J7.

Publishing Staff
Rt.Rev. Archirnandrite Lazar Puhalo, Sieromonks Varlaam Novak-
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