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By Gods mercy, a ne\tr chapter recently began in the history of
the Canadian Orthodox Mission. The acquisition of a large new
forty acre complex for the monastery a seminary and a diocesan
centre for the Canadian Orthodox Church; marls a major step
forward for Traditional Orthodoxy in Canada.

While much work lies ahead in developing the new centre,
parishioners of the diocese are looking forward eagerly to building
for the future of the Apostolic Faith in Canada.

We thank our I-ord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, that He has
blessed us and made this advance possible. We are certain that the
prayers and intercessions of St Nicholas and St Tikfion and of '
Bteisea Archbishop Ioasaph of Calgary, the true enlightener of
Canad4 made the acquisition of this new property possible.

The monastery'lconok" (monks' residence)

The guest house for pilgins
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BLESSING OF THE NEW MONASTERY
On Sunday afternoon, 1 December, over sixty members of the

canadian orthodox parishes of St Tikhon in chilliwack and St
Nicholas in I-angley, gathered for vespers and the blessing of the
new- monastery buildings. Since the monastery church is not yet
Ie19)r: the service was held in the main hall of the seminiury

!"ildi"g. The new'Toy of Canada" ikon, painted by brother Slavk6
Protig was consecrated during the service

Reader John Presson of the St Innokenty Orthodox Parish in
Seattle added his beautiful voice to the chanting for the service.

The entrance road to the monastery crosses a bridge over the
Chilqug River near the gate, and winds 900 metrei IZOOO ft;
through the meadows. It joins a second road which runs along the
stream and small lake which acts as a "moat" in front of the
diocesan centre/monastery complex. The entrance road was
officially named "St Tikhon's Drive," while the cross road leading
along the small lake was named "Archbishop Ioasaph Road," aftei
Archbishop Ioasaph of Calgary, the true enlightener of Canada.

FAREWELL TO A BELOVED CHAPEL

The last Divine Uturgy in the old monastery chapel was a
bitter-sweet event for those who have worshipped there over the
past twenty years. The tears were shared by the brotherhood, and
by the founding members of St Tikhon's Canadian Orthodox
Church, who began the parish in the monaste4y's chapel some ten
years ago. The sadness was more than offset by the joy of moving
to the new monastery. The "farewell" took place on the first day
of the feast of the 'Toy of Canada".

Scenes from the thanl<sgiving service and
monastery buildings. The service took place

blessing of the new
in the main hall of the

Stl,,

Vladika lazar reminisces about the history of the monastery chapel and the founding of St Tikhon
Church.

Bishop lazar, Iaura Hailes, Sharon Parent, Archimandrite Varlaam and Hieromonk Moses. Iaura
and Sharon were among those present at the first St Tikhon's Liturry held in the monastery chapel.
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NEWS
From Around the Diocese

Votcowq, B-C

St Mcholas Parishionen Reda Akladios and Maria Fentanda Gornes were
manied on 1 Sepumber, 191. The wedding was sened, at St Nicholas
Greek Orthodm Churrh in Vancouver, B.C.

Woodburn- Orepon

Russian "Old-Rite" Baptism
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MEDIEVAL IGNORANCE _
IS IT A NECESSARY PART OF OUR FATTII?

[The following editorial is a rcqtonse to a letter we received in November. I
hove tolen the oppomnity of this letter to wite about a problem I considcr
n be 4du seious: the obscuring of the Gospel of our Saiow lesus Cfuist
with supentitions, folk mfhs md a certain dry* cland of medieval ignor-
ance which has been perpetuated a,en by some well edtcated people. Ignor-
ance and intelligence cm, in facl walk together in on &nosphere of ocanlt
or theosophical mysticism; a mysticism which is not property informed. by
sound theologl and a firry Orihodax undentonding of the HoIy Saipfrtre.
Many people ue so wrapped up in ihese supent'ttions and. mythologies that
they harc allowed them to become their ocaal religio4 utd the rudiorce of
ihe Gospel of our Soviour seldam shines into their lives. Such peopk ore
emolionolly Otthodd, but their is a Wot Etestion os to whether or not they
ore tuily acEtainted with a saing faith in our Lord fesus Otist.l

I-efrqto tu Edit*:

I have been told that you defend the game "Dungeons and Dragons." f con-
sider this game to be demonic and evil, and I was wondeing if it is true that
you approve of the gatne.

Mittie l{oragiannis
Houston, Tacas

Wcoia Soprllco was baptked at ihe Russian Old-Nte paish of 'The Ktnk llan'
duing the Divhrc Liturgt on 24 Novernber, 191. God-moiher luliana Zyyanoff is
shown placing Vildoia's head covuirtg following the baptism.

I^oplev. B.C

Classical entertainment annual "ethnic dinner."

Mr George Comeanu md Mr lurgen llander, both professional tnusicians frcrn
Otttliwactc, entertained at the St Nicholas ethnic dinner in Loqley' wiih classical
and Romaniu fok music. Their contibution a&d much to tlP eveW std was

{CorinucAop5: T{EWS'}

Watly ryprecioted

Reply

We once printed an article which concerned the gane-"Dungeons and
Dragons". However, the article was more about ignorance, dark age supersti-
tions and sensationalist journalism than it was about the game. An article
about 'Dungeons and Dragons" had appeared in one of the "National En-
quirern tpe of Orthodox Journals in America. If I reca[ it was a journal
which advanced the theory that U-F.O.'S ate demons, and similar hysteria.

Our objection to the article relating to nDr'ng€ons and Dragons", was not a
defence of the game, but a defence of human beings. The thrust of the arti-
cle which had disturbed us was this:

There are elves, dwarves and other nnisted, deformed person-
ages in the game, and these obviously were demons. After a[ we would
not want our children to learn to accept and relate to dwarveg elves and
ugly, trristed personages, because that is how demons aPPeil, and young
p*pl" who play "D and D. will be prepared to be friendly with demons.

Totally "disrqarding the tag*. thaf. 'sataa appsars u aa 'angel of lidht"
(2Cor.11:14) the article made a very great point of the fact that short de-
formed, ugly or prxy-like personages are evil, and such an appearance is a
sip of evil.
I am not sure it is necessary to go further in expleining what is wrong

about teaching our children ss6ething like that; most intelligent people
would catch on right away. Nevertheless, when we objected to this idea of
insti[ing a fear and hatred of people with Dorv:rs Syndrome, dwarfism" Wil-
lians Symdrome and other birth defects, we received a certain amount of
hate mail and we were ascused by one Russian bishop of being 'pro-demon.'

What troubled us most about both the article and some of the reslnnses
to our counter articlg was the evidence of a deep, abiding attachment to
dar\ medieval superstitions and ignorance - an evil iporance that caused
much suffering and many religiously justified murders and outrages even in
the not to distant past.

Let me explain the danger in the attitudes that some of this "supermarket
tabloid' type of journalism creates. There were articles written against the
movie "E.f.", the 'Star Wars' series and the game "Dungeons and Dragons"
among others. Supposing you had read these articles and 'learned' that pi:ry
looking creatures such as Yoda ("Star Wars) and E.T. were horrid demons.
Dwarfed people with deformities' strange gaits and penetrating eyes with
star shaped colouration are demons at worst, witches and warlocks at best -
but all satanic.

Now suppose you were a young person walking home from school and you
encountered a young teenager - or even an older person - who fit this de-
scription: sho$ a nanow face, but broad torehead The bidge of the nose
appesnt sunlcc4 the chin is very sharp. The q)es are widcly spoced apart and
the iises harc a sta.r-shaped poltem in them. The person might even have

slightly pointed ears, and walk strengely because he/she does not have good
control of their motor skills, and he or she will not have good spatial dis-
cernment.

what should you do? scream and-run? cross yourself frantically and call

out exorcisms?'Perhaps you should gather some acquaintances, collect fire-
wood and set up a stake?

Is the oerson-a demon or a satanic being? As a matter of fact, the persgn

is nerely suffering from a birth defect called Sililliams 
-S1mdrome." 

The

p";;-"fu be intJligent in many areas,-yet O-"y-*-iU aitPl"y a low I'Q' in
Lathematic related frelds, and they will f,ave difficulty t4king items from a

shelf, tying their shoes and sometimes walking qraceiillY.- h itr! dirt ug"r (whid still exists in the ninds of sope_ ryoplel tbiE kin4
gentle person iight nate been tortured and/or brutally killed. Even in our

6wo diy such a f"tsoo night be scorned" mdtreate4 mocked or beaten. A
person with Doins slmdrone, Hunlington's chorea or La Tourette's s1m-

tro-e will often be subjected to the same vile treatment. I venture to ryy
that a large number of ieople deemed_to be "possessed b-y demons" are, in
fact only Jufetiog from i more severe form of Tourette's Syndrome'

{Cmtioocd o P.d d- t E)ITORIAI-'}
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{'EDITORIAI,T continued from page 3}

Now let us look at the problem. In former centuries, especially in the dark
ages and the niddle ages, everything that was not known and not understood
was classed as eitler holy or demonic. People who had birth defects were
usually classed as evil or possessed by demons, while people with mental
illncsses migbt be either burned at stake or canonized (Joan of Arc received
both honours). One can only imagine how many people with Tourette or
Multiple Personalities were tortured endured the long terriSing exorcisms
of the Latin West, or were burned at stake, ostracized or murdered on the
grounds that they were evil or possessed.

Many birth defects leave a person dwarfed" deformed" "ug$', or "elfliken,
and with bizarte seeming movements of the limbs. It is tragic - even wicked

- that now when we have come to understand 1[ess things and learn how
to treat them, some yniters within the Orthodox Church should want to take
us back to the dark days of isnorance and blind superstitions.

We once renarked in another article that a spirituality which can be cured
with psychotropic medication cannot be authentic. Deformities and bizarre
behaviour and limb movements which can be traced to a defective gene are
certainly not demonic or evil.

To answer your question more precisely: No, we did not write an article in
defence of the game "Dungeons and Dragons". We did write an article pro-
testing strongly agains,f teaching children something which might cause them
to hate and fear people with birth defects and genetic disabilities or acci-
dent-caused deformities. We as Orthodox Christians must not fear know-
ledge and undslstanding. We have no reason (no excuse) for fearing scientif-
ic advancement. Medieval ignorance and dark superstitions are not necessary
to our faith. They can only undermine the faith of our younger people and a
reasonably educated generation. There are many Orthodox people who are
labouring under superstitions and medieval fetishes and fears. It is vital to
bring thase people out of such burdensome darkness into the clear, radiant
light of the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. People who's
religion is based in superstition and ignorance rather than in a clear know-
ledge of Christ and a struggle to assimilate His life to themselveg are not
saving their souls, no natter how much pious mysticism they subscribe to or
how carefully they are fuUing the tlpikon and various pious rites.

Vladika l-aal

LIVES OF SAINTS

friended by the animals around him. He had a special love for
the small deer that roamed in the forests of the Rhone Valley.
One deer in particular often came into his cave to sleep.

St Gilles-lived such a life for many years, "alone" with God
and the forest animals. Near the end of his life, however, God
chose to reveal St Gilles to the world so that people might be
edified by the example of his holy life. Once, a noblematr was
hunting ih the forest. He spotted a deer and both he and his
hounds started to pursue it. The deer ran straight to the cave of
St Gilles, and the saint concealed the terrified animal. The
nobleman, finding St Gilles, asked who he was and what manner
of life he lived. The saint told him very little, but chastised him
for slaughtering helpless creatures for "sport". 'If you hunt for
food from necessity, that is one thing, but when you wish only to
slaughter these creatures of God to fulfil your pimsions, this is an
evil thing," the saint instructed the hunter.

The nobleman, a Goth by birth, went his way and told the
bishop about the curious monk he had discovered in the woods.
Soon, the bishop began to hear other stories of a marvellous
monk living in the forest who protected animals from spqlt
hunters. Sometimes the saint would conceal the animals while
other times he would plead with the hunters for their lives.

Once, a deer came bounding through the woods toward the
cave of St Gilles. Hearing the baying of hounds, St Gilles rushed
out to see what was happening. The deer rushed into the clear-
ing with the hunter in hot pursuit. Just as the hunter was about
to shoot an arrow into the terrified and exhausted deer, St Gilles
leapt to cover the trembling creature. The arrow was loosed, but
it slruck the saint, who had suddenly placed himself between the
hunter and the deer.

The hunter was greatly distressed. He rushed back to town
to seek help. As soon as the bishop heard what had happened,
he followed the hunter back to St Gilles' cave. There, he found
the wounded mont with deer keeping watch over him. The
bishop knelt down and removed the alrow. "Come back with me
so that we can look after you and care for your wound." "Your
Grace, I beseech you: leave me in God's hands for I have com-
mitted my life and my soul to Him. I trust God that all things
shall be according to His wisdom." The bishop spent some time
with St Gilles, and was lEuch ,edified !y his wordg*.

After thiq fhe lilrif=ioufrl-iio ioirgdr -cbncdaf hifKelf and
soon other monks sought him out. A monastery began to grow
up around the saint's cave. The saint became renowned every-
where, and soon pilgrims arrived from many countries to receive
his blessings and be instructed by him.

St Gilles had a special compassion for crippled people, and
also for injured or crippled animals. The animals he treated and
bandaged, and he spent many hours prayrng with crippled people
who came to his monastery. Many lame and crippled people
were healed at the saint's monastery, but it was not God's will
that all should be healed. Nevertheless, everyone who came
received spiritual healing, and those who left still lame or crippl-
ed, left gloriffing God, filled with a sure hope in our Lord Jesus

Christ and His Kingdom.
Our holy father Gilles reposed in peace in deep old age. He

was gathered to the Lord near the end of the 500's. St Gilles'
humble, compassionate life preached the Gospel of our I-ord
,Jesus Christ more profoundly than the words of great preachers.
His monastery continued to grow and to stand as a beacon light
of love and charity for all who drew near to it.
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1 September (14 September N.S.)

SAINT GILLES
"The Compassionate"

+@,59O) :.

Born in Athens of a wealthy Greek family, this holy father
displayed a Christian love in his early youth. He would often
disiribute everything that he had to the poor. More than once,
the young man would give out whatever money he had and then,
being approached by some beggar, give away his cloak or his
shoei. Gilles was also a strict faster, and spent much time in
prayer and spiritual struggles.^ -When diles parents departed to the lord, he was still a
young man, and he inherited a very large fortune. The saint
feared that his gteat wealth would ruin his soul, and so he quick-
ly distributed most of it to the poorest citizens of Athens. Soon,
however, he found that he was being praised everywhere for his
love and generosity, and because of several miracles that had
been worked by God through his prayers.

The saint now began to fear this praise more than he had
feared the comrption of wealth. Since he had heard many stories
about the holy monks of Lerins Island, near Marseilles in Gaul
(France), he decided to go to those parts, so that he could be-
come a simple monk. 'nThere" he thought, "no one will know me,
nor will any have heard of the things men praise me for. There,
with God's help, I may be able to discover humility and save my
soul."

God did not lead St Gilles to Lerins, however, but to the
city of Arles. The bishop of Arles had long been a renowned
defender of the Orthodox Faith. After spending two years with
the bishop, St Gilles resolved to go into the forest, find a small
cave and live the life of a hermit.

No one knows of the great struggles of this man of God -
how strictly he fasted, nourishing himself a little on berries and
plants; how many prostrations he undertook and how many tears
he shed in prayer. Fearing vainglory and pride, he closed himself
off from the world of maq while pouring forth fervent prayers
for all mankind.

Nevertheless, he found another world in those deep forests:
a world of God's creatures, great and small. He discovered that
those lovely animals of the woods which we ignorantly call
"dumb beasts", were full of love and had a special kind of intelli-
gence. St Gilles lived at peace and with a deep love and rev6r-
ince for all of creation. Soor\ therefore, he began to be be-

SERBIAN NEW MARIYRS HONOURED
Firrrt Clurch ta be Noned for tlte M@tW of 1940's

A new chapel at the Monastery of All Saints of North Amer-
ica is being named in memory of "The 700,000 New Serbian
Martyrs." It is the first church anywhere in the world to be nam-
ed for the Serbian Orthodox martyrs slain by the Roman Cath-
olics and Ustashe in the 1940's.

The new site of the Monastery has been dubbed "New Ost-
rog," because of its appearance, and the plans to build a replica
of "old Ostrog" on the mountainside which rises on the monas-
tery property. When the "Ostrog" building is completed, it will
also be dedicated to the Holy New Mart5rrs of Serbia of the
1940's.
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tended the sewice
and the Monastery's
for the blessing of the
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cat. The Merinuk famity at-most
newt monastery.

Theofore Ahnas becarne the firct official seminarian of the Canadion Ofihodax
Serninary. Ted is the son of John and Magdalena Almas of Vancouver. Te{ his
wift Marina, and two danghten Sua and Atny are parishionen of the St Nicliolas
Canadiut Orthodax Church in Langlqt, B.C.

The St Nicholas Parish "ethnic dinner crew." A number of people not present for
the photo olso workd hard to moke the annual event its usual success. The paish
was especialty goteful to lohn ond Zoe Velonis of the St Til&on padsh in ChilIi-
wack who donued and prepued lamb and Aurel Holovaci of Mission also donot-
ed a lonb.

Mission B-C (Monastery of AU Saints of North Ameica,l

OUESTIONS TO THE EDITOR

Question:

I rccentty heod a speakcr in ot Orihodu Chttrxh whotn I felt was very

Prctestont n n* approoctt- Reading e book by this same qrcdlccr, I-catme acnosE 4

ststement whbh shockcd mc very much. The anthor assefted tltq k GAhsan'ane'

Cfui* fett irxo cornpleu dcspair.- The anthor osseftsd ihat tltk-is t\e memhg-of tlu
U7orri h Gethseniane." Tltis comot be nte cu it? Isn\ despair a sin? If lesus

drttt * tuty Go4 how could He falt into despair? Whot is the nrc meaningof tltc

"apny h Gethsetnorc?' 
M.Z

{Odmcd o PJ, d.t aUESAIOIII$.}

Reolv:

Christ did not fall into despair at all. Despair is a temporary, sinfirl loss of
raith in God and His Providence. Did Christ, being Go4 lose His faith in God?

To suggest that Jesus fell into despair is simply blasphemous. - -.#to th" astual asening of the "agony in Gethsemang'let-us ready the

works of a great holy father of the Churc! Metropolitan'Antony of Kieu
'BeforE turning to the-e4ptan4tioa" of this lay, o,\e ?'ust fir_sf refute the

opinion that chdst';prayer in GetHilm'aire_was inspired-bv fear of His-ap-pr9ac{-

iig sutrerings and de'ath. This would have been extremely unw-orthy of the l-ord,

*f;or" *e*ilts both after this, and even before it (the Maccabees, for instance)

faced torments, rejoicing and exulting amidst the tortures of their bodies, lo-nging

to die for Oriit d if it iere the greaiest blessing. The Saviour knew very well that
His Spirit would be separated from His body for less than three full days; an{ for
this rlason alone, Hd would not have looked upon bodily death as something

terrffig.
\ilE understand that the heavy torments of the Saviour in Getlsemane came

from a contemplation of the sinful life and evil dispositign of all hgP- 8!1era-
tions, beginning with His enemies and betrayers. The Inrd's words: 'Father, if You

"re 
*Uig teiove this gup from Me,'refer, not t9 His-imge1$"g glffion and

death, briCprecisely to this crushing state of profound grief for sinful humanity

which He so dearly loved.
'Aoostle Paul confirms the correctness of our understandin& when he

"4pr"rri. 
himself relative to the Gethsemane pr-aygr in connectio. n with the norally

relenerating action of Christ upon people as their common High_Priest:-"- 
"icioi.T did not glorif Himsefto 6ecome a high prieg; b{ {" Who said to

Hirn, .Thou art My S-on...', Who in the days of His flesh, when He lad offered up

oiu"it. and supplications with strong cr5ring and tears unto Him llat was able to

Lu6 ffi- from 
^death, 

and was heard bdcause of His reverence." (Hb.5:7) --- - iYoo see, therefore, that the Lord did not pray for_deliverance from

crucifixion anddeat\ for then it would be impossible to say that He was hear4

ri""t ff" was not delivered from crucifixion and death. He prayed for relief from

ffi" 
"""t-n"miqg 

grief for sinful mankind. This grief was th. e "c1P] that He asted

thei"""e"ty ratiir to remove from Him.'tt" Ervq$ saying, o Mylather, if it
U" por.iUt",iet this cup pass from Me' (Mt26:39). From these wgrds it is clear

Gt'tb"-dd pray"4i& concerning fft inpeniling ryferings'.b_ut about that

*ni.f ff" ruf"iea'ininisistEithe vEry hour in which He prayed. Following this

understanding of the even! how, then, was He heard?
---;a" -gEt appeared to Hin-asd jupported H!q. The $9av-enly Father heard

His sutrerin! Soi'crusnea by the pictur€ of the sinful world of man, and sent to

Ht- ; witnJss from another'wotld -the world of the holy angelE who had not

"p..t"tU"a 
t"--ffir *iU nor forsaken His love. The appe.aranq oI the angel

6--iott"a Jesus and He boldly went forth to meet the enemies and the betraye-r'

mi. ir the sense in which He was hear4 and the further words of the Apostle

*"fit- our understanding of the Gethsemane prayer as the ptay?Jr sf 3 high

priest:
'----i'Ihough He was a Son, yet He learned obedience b-y the tbinqs which He

sgtrere4 
"oZ 

U"iog made peificg He became the cause of eternal salvation unto

.ll thoai ",t "U"itti-; 
.iolgn"i.a by God a high prie.* according to the order

of MelchizedelC QIb5:&10).
ryn"." *o16i literally confirm what we wrote above: precisely that Clirist's co-

suffering love appeqrs in-our hearts as a sanctirying power; and in this sense, He

is our High Priqst'.'

Slavlra Protic recently completed a set of ikons of all the gloifud saints who hory
tived od sfrtrgkd in North Amefica Before commencing this sacred tcsh brother
Slavko carcfully studied ihe plrysicol feaatres of the Alatt people. He hen painted
the fi* correct ikon of St Peter the Aleut (who is usualty shown in ilcons os a
Meditenanean yuth of about twelve yean age). St Peter wortld harc been closer to
hiriy. In Slatko's ikort ihe marlyr is cleuly on Aleul cloihed in Alail style. His
ikan of the Aleut Elder Smininilov, the firct to be painted of this localty gbnfud
sainl is also correct in every detail (seen here in Slavleo's hotds). Also inclufod in
the set: Potriarch Til*ory ihe holy confessor who sened as bishop in America and
ucasionally visited Canada; St lohn the Wondcrworlcer of Swr Frurciscq St Imo-
tunty of Alaslra; St luvma$ the Priesfrnaflyr; St Nikolai of Zhicha otd'*neica
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REN'S CORNER
by Fr Moses Armstrong

In .our last issue, we
learned of the (A) narthex;
(B) nave; and (C) sanctuary
(illus.l), of a traditional
Orthodox Church. It is easy
to see these three divisions
which lead us to the sanctu-
ary. We learned before
about the ikonostas and so
will learn in. this lesson
about other ikons which we
find in a traditional Ortho-
dox Church.

First, we often see ikons
on special stands, in front of
the ikonostas and along the
walls of the churcb- These
stands are called "analoy"
and are slanted on top so
that the ikon can be easily
seen and venerated. There

Things in the Church

is often a candlestand near-
by to help us remember that
the life of the holy saints
shown in the ikon is a light
shining to grriOe us on ihe
path to God.(illus.2)

We also find ikons in
stands which rest flat against
a wall or column. Ttrese
usually have an oil lamp or
a candlestand or both, in
front of the ikon. Again,
these lights remind us that
these saints are a "living
Gospel" who can teach us
the way to follow Christ,
who can lead us to the
Heavenly Kingdom. The
holy ones are spiritually
alive and we ask their holy
prayers and honour their

struggle to love God. Just as
we love people on earth
who help us and guide us,
so we love the saints who
pray for us and show us the
way to God. (illus.3)
Since holy parades, which
we call in our Orthodox
Faith, "processions", are an
important part of our Orth-
odox Christian way of life,
we also include ikons in our
processions. We have ikons
of the Holy Cross, the six-
winged . seraphim, holy
saints, which are mounted
on long poles to make it
easier to carry them. Also,
we often catry a lighted
lamp, also mounted on a
pole, to remind us that all

of the world is guided to the
Heavenly Kingdom and
blessed, by the holy lives of
the saints. (illus.4)

Many Orthodox
Churches have an ikon of
the crucifixion with a special
candlestand where pious
people say prayers in'mem-
ory of Orthodox people who
are no longer living. Some-
times the candlestand is
shaped like a table with an
ikon of the Holy Cross.
Sometimes it is a crois with
a candlestand in front and
sometimes it is a rock with
an ikon of the crucifixion
resting on top of it. (illus.5)
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One wonders why Orthodox people would want to turn to some roving sectarian
'prophet" when fifty years of their divine revelations about the Soviet Union and
the battle of Armageddon have just been so completely swept away and proven to
be false (even fraudulent). Would it not be better to adhere to the words of those
proven Orthodox New Testanent prophetg and to seek in the words of the holy
and God-bearingfatherg atrue understanding of HolyScripture, delivered through
then by the Holy Spirit?

1. Some Protestatrt versioos of the Bible completely mistranslate this verse to rcad, '...because He
feared.' C.onsequenfln they arrive at an emonerus understanding

2. From The Moral Idea of the Main Doemas of the Church. ch. 5, "The Moral Idea of the Dogrra
of Redemption,' pp.11&120.

We should note that the interpretation given by our holyand God-bearing father, Metropolitan
Antony, is prccisely confirmed by St Hilary of Poitiers, St Cyril of Alenndria and St Ambrosc of
Milan (see the footnotes in the cited book, available from Synaxis Press, Box 4O4, ChilliwacL, B.C,
vzP4J7).

Ouestion:

Chistianiry is becoming so confusing. What are we to thing about the recent
problem with limmy Swagatt utd the repoft ihat he hos AIDS? We alwoys watched
him on television and fek inspired by him. He was allvays dcfending Christian
morality and preachingthe Gospel. Now this. What is one to thit*?

Ella Hatsispiros, Chicago.

Reply:

The only thing to think about Mr Swaggart personally is to recall that he
gs6sthing must be said however, about the
because there is a very great lesson to be
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perhaps only some of them, ef I replid trying to soften the conversatioa The
young-nan ground out the wordg "Don't they know that liars will not inherit the
Kingdon of God. We ought to be preaching this to them." He spoke in harsh,
supercilious and self-righteous tones. I could only reply, Yhen we attain total
perfection ourselves, perhaps we can instruct them with understanding love,
meianwhile, after we pray about our own sinq we night also pray for them.'My
acquaintance was quite unsatisfied by this answer. I wonder if such people cal ever
take time out from judgi'g others to take a close, hard look at their ocm sins. If
not, tlen Satan already ocms them.

COMPASSION DOES NOT INDICATE APPROVAL
OR ACCEPTAI{CE; BUT A REFUSAL TO MAKE MORAL CONDEMNATIONS
IS AN E)(PRESSION OF I]NRESERVED CIIRISTIAI{ IOVE.

"For God sffit ihe Son into ihe world not to condcmn tlp wort4 bfi thd tIE
world througlt Him migltt be sstedu (1n.3:17); 'Wornon, where orc thfuu rccasen?'
'Sir, tlpre ate norv'. Thcn lesus Said, 'Neither fu I condemn thce, p and sh rp
more"' (In.&311).

The tenderness and gentle touch of Christ's love did not imply that adultery
was acceptable, but showed how human passions were to be healed. It is notable
that Christ was tender and loving toward the woman taken in adultery but He had
aothing to say and no time for the self-righteous, morally outraged accusers. The
sinful woman left his presence with her head upright, full of joy, hope and the
sense ofhealing. The self-righteous ascusers slithered out the door with their heads
toward the ground, burning with a shame that became malice instead of
repentance.^ 

Who was in the greatest danger of losing their souls and being separatd from
God forever, the humble adulteress, or the rigbteous, morally outraged accusers?

This is one of the great dangers of falling under the influence of non-
Orthodox preachers and teachers. Heresy always has a way of slowly and subtly
raising a wall betrveen man and God. The cold self-righteousness and arrogance
of the "born again' message is a prine exanple. It leads us away from the
undffslanding that Christ's 6inistry was a healing ministry, and that His primary
medicine was the revelation of God's co-suffering love for mankind. It leads one
into the delusion that Christ's ministry consisted in assuaging the passions of an
angry God by offering Himself as a vicarious sacrifice to fulfil God's need for
vengeful justice. We, then" by having emotional, n!e1a egain' experience' become
righteous without any kind of moral struggle. Such people are so self-righteous that
they do not judge their o-um hearts, but rather become "morally outraged' at otlers.
Peihaps il Mr Swaggart had not been labouring under such a delusion, he would
have struggled in a proper mrnner with his own passions. Shuggling with his own
passions would have made it far more difficult for hin to have persecuted others
for their weaknesses. In fact, had Mr Swaggart been sincerely struggling with his
own sins, in an Orthodox fashion, he might have been in a'position to unhypocrit-
igqly help his brother, rather than condi:mning or persecuring him.

You see, Mr Swaggarfs moral condition is a matter between hirn and Godo
and his present tragedy is a cause of sorrow and compassion. His teachings' being
heretical and soul-destrofng are another matter. They really must be ljudged' and
avoided because they are the cause of the spiritual destruction of many souls.
There is a very great lesson to be learned in all this, and let us hope that, with
prayer and self-examination, everyone will learn it.

Reply:

needs our prayers and
things that [s fsrrght

compassron.
on television,

learned in all this. We must e4plain why Orthodox Chrislians must not look outside
the faith for teaching and inspiration" why, for exanple, it is so desperatelywrong
(even evil) to include quotations from various non-Orthodox mystics and NewAge
philosophers on ctlendars and bulletins in Orthodox parishes.

MORAL OUTRAGE IS USUALLY AT]TOBIOGRAPHICAL

There is an old English sayrng that "patriotism is the last refuge of the
scoundrel." We might correctly add that moral outrage is the last refuge of the
morally sick. Those of us who can well remember the dark days of McCarthyism
in America" are aware that, sometimes, precisely this g/pe of patriotism and moral
outrage are combined in one sick demagogue on a power trip.

It is noteworthy that whenMr Swaggart was caught in this most recent sexual
tragedy, he was in the prircess of prosecuting and persecuting a fellow wangelical
minister for doing sspsfhing of the s"-e nature, but less serious. Why would a
man who for years has continually pursued the most unclean tlpe of prostitutes,
paying them to perform p€rverse sexual acts with him, preach moral outrage and
perseiute another man who is doing something similar but less serious? Would not
the Orthodox Christian faith have taught Mr Swaggart to have struggled against
his own passions with prayer, fasting, prostrations, self-examination and confession,
yfiile leflaining from naking moral judgments and condemnations of others?

There are two reasons for preaching "moral outrage.* One reason is that the
preacher himself is consumed with the passions that he or she is raging aboul
Political demagogues seeking power and control over people may also use the
technique of noral outrage in much the same why that Hitler used the Jews
(remember, Hitler was half-Jewish and had a twisted self-hatred because of it). 

_- 
Here is the real problem in the conte:( of Mr Swaggart's teachings and

preaching - indeed of evangelical Protestantism in general. The first time that Mr
Swaggariwas forced to publicly acknowledge his sexual predilections, he professe{
a tearful repentance. He added an interesting statement. He said that he had tried
fasting and found that it was not necessary or God-pleasrng. He asserted that dl
that had been necessary was for him 1s say that he was sorry to God. Events
certainly have proved him wrong and I recall that he occasionally preached against

the Orthodox Church for its practices, and that 66s1 5ssfarians either condemn or
scoff at our Orthodox Chdstian practice of fasti'g, prostrations and moral stnggle
in general. Perhaps if he had followed i more Orthodox Christian aPproacb"

confession, fasting prostrations, the Jesus Prayern mnsulting a spiritual father in
obedience, etc, he would have been able to come to gttps *ith his passions. With
God's help in his ovm effort of great moral struggle, he could have been able to
control himself. Repentance does not mean "saying you are sorryr' it neans
struggling with your whole being to overoome the root ciauses of your separation
from Co4 struggting diligently, with God's help, to overeome the bonds of our
fallen human nature and assimilate the renewed human nature nanifested in Jesus

Christ.
The problem for us is not Mr Swaggart's moral failings, which should be more

a cause of sincere sorrow 6yes his suffering and tragedy. The problem is the
teachings and doctrines which would allow one to indulge in such thingq while
persecuting and. prosecuting someone else fog a lesser Ploblemr and all the while
openly condem"i"g the Orthodox docrrine of fasting and moral struggle.

MORAL CONDEMNATION OF OTIIERS
IS AL\MAYS A TRAP OF SATAI{

It is very troubling when we read an Orthodox publication which 'ha4rs" on
a given moral problem, for experience has taught us thqt moral outrage or a
frxation on a given moralproblem is usually autobiographical. Sometimeg however,
hlpermoralism is only an eryression of an arrqganl self-righteousness. Recently,
dliing a visit to Europe, I was riding across one city with a young man of Greek
descent. He was clinging to Orthodoxy in a certain way, but very much under the
influence of "Born-againisn." When the conversation turned to an election that was

underway, my young acquaintance suddenly became agitated. His face twisted in
a cold aid diiconforting way and he hisse4 ?oliticians are all liars.' Yelt

Question:

Not long ago, I was told sorneth@ that is supposed to be Orthodax doc-

ni*i. ii ,oui*"trtny ti me. I was totd"that a girl iust not get wet in aqwoy if
'iii-i,os 

naa Coiminion. Is this truq or is it iust some mythologr.
(o pdtnionir o! St TiWton's Chutch Chilliwack)'
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OUR CIIILDREN - OUR FUTURE

Adarn Mugwtwith his god-sistoKyaswordBdhtememben of the stNrcholas
C.anodiut Otthodax Church in lrngley, B.C.

StcIIa Lagios with Archimand,rite Vadaam.

Anastasia Billylililsoa dangfiter of Fr
the diocese.

Imsqh Billy- IMilso4 a missionary pnest of The Evans, Morya4 Ahnas and Sword childrery with Neil Swor4 following the
blessing of the new monastery buildings.

The Monastery of All Saints of North America and the diocesan ofrices have a newaddress and telephone number. T9_ry* telephone_numb€r is tooll gz6-g336.The maitingaddress is still P.o. Box 404, 9!itt!y."b h.c., vzP-GJ7, hor,,er, the location of theMonastery and ofrices is now 37323 Hauftins Road, oewai,ev, n.c. 6ort east 
"r 
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