
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Nikolai Kunzof the Juneau parish of the Rus-sian Orthodox Church Outside of
Russia vlsited S""ilf", -trastr. 

andVancouvef, Canada from'the 1st to
thu sth 6f ,.Ianuary. The Kunz werethe guests of Fr. Neketas and theSt. Neklgrigs parish in Seattle,
gnd.o{ the gts. Kyril and MethotlySociety in Canacla-.

0n 28 November, 1g?8, Mrs. Lillie
Barbara Edwards fell dsteep in the
Lord. Mrs. Edwards was born in the
v1!|age _of Douglas on ZS October,
1899 and baptized in the St, Nict'r-
olas Chureh in Juneau that sameyear, just flve years after the
founding of the parish. We have
hope that she is now nearer to the
throne of our Saviour.
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ABOUT OUR CHURCH CALENDAR

;u,,,"'cil;; ;ffi; il;"'*i"*u"'
is not of this world." Another
time, He told His followers,ItYou are not of this world.t'
Our Saviour tells us many times

in the Bible that His Church is
different from the rest of the
world. Those who want to be rl€l[*
bers of His Church must struggle
to be different from the rest of
the world also.
Because the True Church of Chri$

- the Orthodox Church - is diff-
erent from the rest of the worldl
it eveh has a different. calendat'
than the rest of the world uses"
Why does our Orthodox Church haVB

such a dlfferent calendar? It is
a gift from God to help teach us
which Church is loyal to Him and
to teach us that Christts King-
dom reaLly is different.
One way that our Church calendat'

is different from the worldlY cal"
endar is that the Church calendar
uses the sun and the moon in unitJ
and harmony. This teaches us thaL
the Orthodox Church was created
oy Jesus Christ to bring man into
harmony with God.
Jesus Christ our God is like the

suor Al1 spiritual light and
warmth comes from Him. The stren-
gth to grow spiritually and bear
Christian fruit comes from Jesus-
the Spiritual Sun - just as plants
and trees get their energy from
the ordinary sun.

Durlhg their stay in Seattleo Mr.
and Mrs. Kunz dis-cussert the futureof the St. Nicholas parish. in Jun-eau, Alaska. They were warmly re-ceived by memberi of the St.-Nek-tarios parish in Seattlel and wishto exDress especial thanks. to Cbn-stantine and Vasilisa Dani.lchitcfor their hospitality and to Sis-ter Nina Seco- for hei assistance.It is hoped that a special warmrelationship wiII groiv up between.these two active mfssion-ary par-ishes which have so much in cofim-oo. The St. Nektarios has already
given.mugh moral and material sub-port to the .l*n.:g3 parish.
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We people are like the mo on • The ;.-,·.:•:·:•:•:•:·:•:•:•:•:•:·:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:·:·:·:•:•:·:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:·:•:•:•:•::::::.-.-.-.-.................. .,_.,..,_.,.,.,...,._._. .............................:

moon does not have its own light. THE FEAST OF THE THEOPHANY 
It receives light from the sun and (Baptism of our Lord.) 
re.fleets it. We people do not have On 6 January of the Church Cal­
our own spiritual light eitl;ler. We ender (lg January on the s�cular 
receive all our spiritual light calendar), the Holy Church cele­
from Jesus Christ - the spiritual brntes a great �oly day called 
Sun. Theophany o Thi$ holy day cornmem-:-

So our Church Calendar- uses the orates the Baptism of Jesus Christ 
sun and moon in harmony to teach our.· True God. : _ · us that the Orthodox Church brings The word Theophany means that 
man into harmony with Grid� "God has revealed Himself to us." 
Some people call our Chtirch Cal- In the Bible.we are told that 

endar "Julian", but that is' not when Jesus Chr.lst was thirty year 
really correct. We do not use the old He went aown to the River 
Julian Calendar, but a spe9ial Jordan to 'be tiaptized. He went_to calendar which the Holy Spirit the holy proptiet John the Baptiz-
taught the Church to;use� it is er. and told him, "I·have come to 
only based on the Julian.Calendar. you to be baptized." Other people call our calendar the But St. John bowed down to Jesus 
"Old Calendar" because it is the and said,: "N9,1 I should be bap-
one used in the ancient Church. tized by You,,, .st. John. knew that 
This is not right eitherj The Jesus Christ is the Saviour. How Church Calendar cannot be either can.a mere man, even a holy man 
"Old" or "New". God does not give baptise our saviour and God? us one thing today and something But God loves us so much that He different tomorrow. The Church Ca� lowered Hi�s�it in order to teach endar will never be old or new, it us how to be saved. Christ allow­will always be the same. Our Orth- ed Himself to be baptised by a odox Christian Church is always man in order to teach us humility the same. It never changes. People and meekness. He also wanted to who try to change our Church Cal- teach us that �veryone must be . endar are some of the false pro- baptized if they want to be saveo phets which the bible warns us Baptism is the door into the Holy about. 

Church - God's Kingdom. The Church Calendar teaches us So St. John took Jestis Christ o�r many things? nnd we. will tell �ou into the deep water and baptized about them in each issue of this Him. This t�aches us something 
.� .. �-� .. �-g�g.�.t� ..... ,.,.,..,, .,.,.,.,.,..,,.,._.,.,.,.,.,•,.,.,.. ,_._._._.,..,_.,._.,.,..,.,,.,._.,._.,._.,.,._..,_._._.:,.,-.-.. ,.:.-::.-:::::.zn.-.- . too o "Baptize" means to put some-­•:•:•:•:-:-:•:•:-:-:•:•:•:•:·:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•;:-:•:•:•:•:•::•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:-'::•:•:•:·:•: •:•:-:•:•:•:•:❖:•:•:•:•:•:•:•'::-::•:•::..-,.:.:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:·-✓• ·.;,· • one comp 1 et e ly under the water ,
(even if they are 30 years old as Jesus was) nnd then raise them up 
again. This action teaches us that baptism is an image of Christ's 
death on the Cross and Resurrection from the grave to save us •. Christ was buried and then raised up again. Baptism is just �ike 
that. We are buried under the water three times - becnuse Christ was 
in the grave for three days - and we are raised up out of_the_water.

In order to baptize us, our priest brings us to water whi?h is d�ep 
enough to completely cover us. Then there is a Church service d�ring 
which the priest presses us down under water three times. Th� first 
time, he says, "In the name of the Father," and the second time he 
says, "and of the Son". The third time, he says, "and of the Holy 
Spirit. Ameno 11 Then we are brought up out of the water. 

This is very important. Remember what the Bible tells us? When �t. 
John baptized Jesus, a wonderful thing happened. Jesus was standing 
in the water and the Holy Spirit appeared over His head. Then the 
voice of the Father was heard above, "This My beloved Son o ••" You s�e 
God revealed Himself to us and showed that He is One God in Holy Trin­
ity: Father, Son and Holy Spirito This is what "Theophany" means. 

On the next page, you will find the hymns for the Theophany feast. 
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TodaY Thou hast aPPeared to the
world;-O Lord, antl ThY Light has
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eared and hast enlightened th
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XENIA OF ROME

In ancient times, when the people of Rome were still Orthodox
Christians, a certdin very ri-cfr rnan and his wife lived there.
T!r"y had m6ny servants, mirch gold and several big hous€si But
they only had one child - a girl named Eusevia.

When Eirsevia grew up, her ilarenii decided to marry her -to-a rich
young chief catfed a i'riobteminll. The date of the wetiding had al-
ready been set.

Bui nusevia did not want to get married. She had read in the Bibfg
that it is best not to marry, Eut to give one?s whole life over to
Christ and serve Hin - as a DUrlr :

-Euseviars parents were not happy about this. They tpfg her, ilIt
also says in the Bible that marlLbge is a good thing"tf EuseviS gns-
wered,_t'I do not want to do what i; just g6od. I wait to do what is
best. I love our Saviour and want to- serve only llim.rl
_ Euseviais parents still trled to force her t-o get mamied. So she
decided to rirn away from home to a convent. Firs[ she gave away all
her gold and most bt frer money to poor people. Two of ltuseviars.
servants also wanted to serve Chriit anb they too gave aqay- their
money to the poor. Then the three young maidbns disguised themselve
and sneaked oirt of the house at nifutrt."As they went-through the
gate, Eusevia crossed herself and Eaid, ttJesui Christ, Son of Godt
we are leaving our home in order to seive You and to endure soffow
for Your sake. ge with us and lead us on the right path.'f
_. The young maidens walked along the road weepiig and rejoicing.
TlgV^wgre Sorry to hurt the par6nts, feelings ind-they weie a little
lit frightened. But they wer-e filled with joy because they w€re go-
ing to serve Jesus Cfrri-st and give their whoie liyes to Him.
. Sg-on they reached the s€o. Tf,ere they found a ship that rrras going
to !h" greqt city of Alexanctria in Egyfit, many, many miles away -as far as Kenai is from Juneau. From-l,iexanAriA, the three women
took a boat to a Greek island. Here, they decided to form a con-
vent. At this time, Eusevia took a new Church name, She decided
to call herself Xenia so that her parents would not be able tofind her. 

-
There was one thing missing. The three women could not start a

convent unless they could find an elder - some wise old priest with
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cpe cial Grace from God to teach people about monastic life. Xenia
bel ievecl that God would hetp. She began to pray that God would se

to be RUos.

4

nd
them an elder to teach them atrd bless them

While St. Xenia was still prayingt her two friends came to hcr and

said, 'rSister Xeniar w€ j ust stepped out of the house and we met a
holy elder" His name is lra ther Paul. IIe Iiv es in the St. Andrew Mon-
astery and he is going to teach us how to lease God. tl

lage called Milassa. St.The elder took the three maidens toavi
Xenia had saved a tittle bit of her money to use in building a wo-
menrs convent. Now, she toolc this money and built a littte church
named for St. Stephen the First Martyr. Next to it she buitt a tinY
house for the nuns to live in. The elder taught them how to live a

monastic life, how to p Iease God and how to be saved. The three nuns
thanked God fcr leading them and for giving them what theY needed.

St. Xenia was a at ascetic" AII the rest of her lifet she ate

p
I

bread. She e all her other food away to PoorE'av
ight long praying to God" Xenia wasp

k
Ie" She would stand up all n
and humble and she loved everyone. St. Xenia used to PraY with

us and praye for us.
The HoIy Church celebrates the memo of St. Xenia on 24 JanuarY

of the hurch Cat n Februa of he arc dar

T TH? IN THE NEXT ISSUEYou' ave any ques

tears for all the people in the world.
All her life, St: X^enia dressed only in rags. If anyone gave her

any clothes, efre would give them away to the pooT riglt away,.
F'inally, 6t. Xenia feft her time fbr death boming close. She cal-

Ied in aii her friends and sisters and said goodby6. Then she went
into the church, Iay down with her face on tfie flbor and.prayed for
a long tirne" SuiOeniy, the whole church became filled with a wonder-
ful lfght and a beauiifof heavenly smell. St. Xeniars soul had left
her body and gone io be *idtt Jesu"s, whom she had loved and served'

As a Lpeciaf gift to the peopiu inO in order to reveal that Xenia
is a Saiirt, the-Lord ilave a^spbcial sign. At the very monent wh,en
Xenia repo6ed, a shinlng crow-n of stard appeared over the church.
iater, *[".-[tt" sacred ielics of St. Xeni'a'were being carri-ed to the
gravej'ard, this vision of the shining crown appeared-over the coffin
X" unbittui sfeciar revetati;;r-Ga-ti;ui"a mani'sick people who touch
ed the coffin of the Saint.

St. Xenia is still in the same Church as we are in, and she loves
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Historical Library in the capitalbuilding. This is a very goob
magazine, published by the St.
Herman of A1aska Brotherhood of
the Russian Orthodox Church Out-
side of Russia" 'And other articles.


