
N
llLs.l}lr

XCTXODY

t
lt
I

s
arxI

I
fll? fltilGtf ile RelD

@t971, :.
A JOURML FOR RUSSIAI.I ORIHODC)X CFIRISTIANS IN SOI'I}IEAST

AIASIG

A PUBLICATION OF THE STS. KYRIL AND METHODY ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN EDU.
CATIONAL SOCIETY BOX 404 CANADA. $3 PER YEAR.CHILLIWAC B. C.

t

''*.*$rr1..L-
a. - 

'1..

AjJOUI OUR CHUROE CAIEN-
DAR

In the early 19o0rs,
Greece fell under the
power of athelstlc and
eectarlan-nlnded for-
ceor Durlng thls tlme,
these forces trled to

false teachlngs. The
leftlst goventnent
trled to enslave the
Church to ltself.

There were even
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Ilr0 lppearaltco of lhe Cross al llhens
ln Surope where false teachlngs
taught. These blshoPs were suPpo
gan to lntrod.uce all klnds of fa
of these false teachlngs ls one
nore than Just a false teachlng'
of false teachlngse and lt Leads
Savlour. Thls new rellglon call,s
people

The
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flrst t
up tl:e
dld thl
they ar
that th

Man
the Ort
secuted
Many no

sone false blshops rvho
926 had been sent to schoots
d disobedlence to God,rs Church are
ed by the govenrment and theY be-
e teachlngs lnto Greece. The worst
lIed rrEcunenlsllrr. lcumenlsn 1s
t ls a whole rellglon rnade up'
eople to forget about Chrlst our
tself Chrlstlan an<i fools InarlY
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wlth hlgh words.
falee Ulstrop6 and the athelstle goverrunent. trled to force

x Chrlstlans- ln Greece to Joln thls new reIlglon, One of tbe
hlngo they dld was to pass a law maklng, the Orthodor 81Ye
Chuich caiendar and acbept the socular (new) oalendar. They
s because the Church Calendar helps remlnd tbe Orthodor that
e dlfferent f,rom the rest cf tlre worl'd. It ls aLso a slgn
e 0rthod.ox are the onLy ones who have kept the anclent falth'
y people refused to obey tirls older. They _contlnued to lceep
hodox falth. And the government and the false blqhops per-
them, destroyed thetr churches and arrest'ed thelr prlests.

nks and prlest were put ln prlssn and sdme'were even tortured.
(ccntlnued on next page)
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(,0ur Church Calendar, contlnued )

One of, the strongest oenters of
t,rue Orthod.oxy was the 11t't,Ie i'{on-
astery of Sti John the Theologlan
on thc outshlrts of Athens. Thi.s 1s
where the great niracle of God toolc
place"
, 0n 1J September of the Churelt

Cal"cncl.ar, ln 1926, whlch 1s the evc

us vlslon sPrcad thrrugh-
u ccuht r;i r
c pclice'end solclic1s, - 

stl11
g ind rcJolclng, Jclned the
of the falthful. Nc-cne
to arrcst thc Prlcst.
c mcssage cf thls grcSt nlr-
s clc,rrri Gqd scalcq thi;
C:1.-lCrl;r l'illth thc sign cf

c ss i.:n.i ccnde.,:ud' tlre Ecum-
, the new calendar, the-
blshcps and all thosc who.
c try to change or Pervert
ly Church.
t us thercforc, beloved cf
, hcld fast tc thu falth
ellvcrcd. to Saints, tc the
rthcd'rx Chrlstian Faith of
thcrs and cf Christ rur
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of the feast of, the Exal-tatlcn of
tlre Cross of our Savlour, over a
thousand people wc.nt to thls mona$
t c:r:y chu rch f o r ' the all- nlght vlgl
When the falsc blshops and thc ath
elstlc' EovLllr:rhrcnt neara of thIs,

nd so lc1ic rs out
farthfuL and ar-
t was Just l-1lcc
Jewlsh prlests
sent out to elr-
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th.ey scnt po 11c e a
to drlve away the
rest the priest. I
the tine when the
had Roman soId1ers
rcst,Jcsus aud drlve away Hls fofl-
o\{crs.

I,{hen thesc solcilcrs sBw }rcw morryr

pcople had comc to thc church, how*
ever', they doclded to wait until ' ,

thc vtg1l was over eind then arrest
the prlcst secretly" The service b
gan and thc multitude of pecplc
gathercd, as c,losc to the church as
pcsslble - only a few couLd flt 1n-
sld.e. Thi ,'r,vhc1c crol^.d chanted the
hymns. Sol.dlers and pollce tcok up
posttlcns herc and thereo

, Th€h,r at 11:JO P,i{", t}re grcat
wonder occuirrod., Suddenly, a radl-
ant .119n*t f1ll-ed the slcy and erl-l
eycs,turned heavenward. As thc lar-
gc aiid very,clcar f crn of a cross
began to fill thc whole sk5 rays
f rom ,1t caile .dor^m ard illurnlnatcd th
r.rhcle nronastcr;i and the area around
lt. Everyouc bcgan to wcop and re-
J olce 5, Ttre pe cplc lcne It t c the
ground'and,,bcgan to pray fcrVentJ-y.
Policemen'a:ld soldlcrs began to woe
and:p.,ray and, the ,whole roultltude c
tt:rcd.:,a ho.ly ccstasy cf J.,icus
peaeei"'Trl- c wond.rcus vlslou l-asted
for'half an hcur, untll midnlght"
AnC t'hcn .the l,:]mGDSe c ro ss ral.scd
sIowly'ruprlght,, and ascended heaven-
ward, 'd1:appearlng lnto the dcep
bluc d,epths cf Gcd's unj-verscc Thc
crowd, stlII 1n ccstasy, hurrlcd ln-
to tbc clty cLnd thc storY of thc
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tanent t1t1c fcr Bethle-
ere is a Church hYmn wltltc
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Ilsrael. l
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1 st and 2nd. chapter cf
San. ln the Klng Jarnes

esc pe'J p c blinde ps3n,
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clr versl:ns of
&nswcr ls on
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ALEKSA};DR I.
SOIJZHXNITSfN

The Synod of
Blshops of the
Russlan Orbho-
dox Church Out-
slde of Russla
has calLed upon
all Tnre Ortho-
dox Chrlstlans
to pray for the
safety and del-
lverance of the
servant of God,
Aleksandr Sol-
zhenltsyn-In a
cent ukaz, the
Synod dlrected.
that lts parlsh
conduct moleben
for the health

re-

es
E

and
safety of ALeksandr and, hls fanl1y.
Thls herolc confessor of tnrth ls a
tnrly great patrlot of the Russlan
Iand, censorlng the Godless Qsmms-
nlst reglne and putfl.ry to eomplete
shane all those who have ever sup-
ported 1t.

We ask alL our readers to Joln ln-
to the prayers for our brother Alek-
sandr and hls fanlIy,
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THE ilrlliUNOIATI0N T0 THE TIffiOTOiiOS.
( zS ruar-h 3f-tlicThurch eATL.nda,il

Ever slnce the crcatl:n, Gcd hed boen prcparlitg rl'r&11 f cr the cf,m-
1u65 cf f,ur Savlcur Jesus Ohrist. God always fnew that r:ran wculd fall
and that He Hir-:se1f w:uld ha.vc tc c3ne d:wn tc earth tr save iil&no

Grd also knew befrrehand Just when pecple wruld be ready tc re-
ccive the Savlcur and fcllcw Hlrn. Gtd alsc fcreknew just when there
w:t;ld be a naiden s l pure and sr obedient tc Hlrn that she c ruld be
the ncther cf thc SaviJUrr

The holy vlrgln liary was Just such a pure and perfect scrvant cf
God. She had been bcrn ln answer tr her parents prayers. At the age cf
three, she had bcen talcen tc the tenple and dedtcatcd tr Gcd. Frcnt
that tlme )flr she l1ved In Godrs hcuse and dld n:thlng but serve Hin,
praying ccnstantly.

Idhcn lviary was twel-ve yeers rId, she cruld nc lrnger rernain ln the
tettple because that was the Iaw" I{hat ctul-d she dr? Mary wanted tc
rcnaln a vlrgin all hr,r life ln'rrder tc ssrvc Grd and dedlcate her
wh::le self tc H1rn. But there were nct yct any ctnvents and so she
c:uld nct beccnc a nun. The ylung rlaiclen ncnt tc the prlest and trld
him what hcr s:ul deslrcd. The'lld prlest was vcry pleascd tc hear cf
Maryts lcve frr Grd. He thought:f i way t: hclp L"r.

i{iry had a relatlve, an rld nan nar;rcd Jrseph. Jcsephts wlfe had
dled leavlng hi,:r tc ralse hls chll-circn aIcne.

The priest talked t: Jcseph and lt was arrangedl Mary cruld be-
clnc Jcsephrs wlfe and he wculd protect hurr Thla way she cculd. ltve
hcr wh:Ie l-lf e as a vlrgln, servlng Grd, At the sarne tlrre, she cculd
act as n ncther t: Jtsephr s rnctherless chiLdren.

So l{ary becai;ie engaged tc Jcseph and wcnt to Ilve ln h1s hcuse 1n
Galll-ee.

At tho tilre whlch Grd had chtsen, the holy vlrgln Mary was ln
her r?3m praying tc GcC and wrrklng cn her neecllew:rk.

Suddenlyr a great 1lght flll-ed the rJ)t:l and Mary eculd see a rad-
lant angel standlng befrre her" She bccaae frlghtened and, drcpplng
her yarn, ralscd her hand. as lf tr sheil-d herself frrn the brlght
Ilght.

The radlant angel sptke t: hcr gently and wlth lcve and reverence
in his v:lce: "Ha"tl thtu, fuIl :f Grace, the L:lrd ls wlth yru. Blessed
are yru bef :re all wlnlr;n.rr

Hearlng thls , i4rrry became ccnfusecl and e ven rircre f rlghtened. She
thrugh, "But I a:.r & lcwly slnnor. H:w can tt be thct this angel ls
calIlng me 'f u11 rf Gracb I ?rr

Then the angel tcl-cl Mary that she was thc rne chrsen tr..glve birth
t: the Savllur. "But hrw caii I givc blrth?'r Mary answered. t'I o.r.r a
vl rgin. I'

The angel con:frrtcd Mary. "The l{rl-y Spirlt wlll- crlle tc you and
the p?wer:f the Mcst Hlgh w111 shlnc ')ver y)u." Iie trld Mary that the
Chlld which she w:uld bear wculci be 'fire S:n :f G:d, and that she w:uld
renain a vlrgln even after her Chilcl ,ras brrnn

The hrly angel Gabrlel depar"[,*d, ar:d ]vlary fe]I t: her ltnoes and
begnn t: pray tc Grd wlth teerso

The Chlld whc then appeared 1n her wlnb was truly Gtd wlir was be-
crrnlng a nan ln:rder t: save all i::en whr w;uLd truly accejpt Hln. Thls
ls why we call- the vlrgln Mary The_:!cll?s. flg2tgkgg r-reaflsy "The rne whc
bcre G:d" o -

(c rntinue d )n nex'b page )
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TRO?AR OF THE FEi.ST:

Tcday 1s thc bcglnnlng )f our Sal-
vatlcn attd the ..renlfestatl:n rf th
iiystery whlch 1s fr:rn etcrplty. TI€
Sln rf Grd bec:.-ics thc S:n of the
Vlrgln, and Gr:'brlel ann)u.nces Grac
S,: wlth hlr.i let us alsr cry t: thc
The:tck:s: RcJclcc thru, fu11 cf
Grsce, thc L,crd is wlth thee.
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Tcd.ay, the Hcly Church celebratcs r',rlth grcat reJ?lclng the.antrcun-
ce:rent ri'ttre glad- tlclings, tfie c:i:rlng :f :ir Gtd a:[o Savl:ur lntc the
w:rld. On thls -clny, the Hrly Church slngs trlth J ry:

+

Tc the c the cllai-ip1ln d ef encle rri , lfe
thy scrvants dedlcate a feast rf
vlct try and thenlcsgivlngr os f,nes
roscuccl -rut :f sufferlngs 0 Thec-
t:lcr s. But as th tu art rne rqlth

ONDJ.K OF FEr,S

r.ilght that ls
dangers that c
l-iver us; that
RcJr1ce 0 brld

lnvlncibLe, frcn all
an be, d: thlu de-
we i-tay cry tr theei

e unvredded I

ON THIS D/,Y lit! .]..,[io COrvr iil,lJR/rTlt ,.lriD CE],EBR,-TE TIL yillIIORY 0F THE HOLY

Nl,'i{ I'I,:RTYR, ST. TIKHON ?;.TRIARCH CF I'4OSC0W .:^I'D irLL RUSSLT, }iHO }rritS
jyii,RT 8Y Ti{X COrvli4Ul,lISTS IN 1 H: Ma Tllrh:n fo
++++++++++ +++++++++ ++++ + + +++ + + + ++++ {-++++++++++ -l-++ ++++++ +++++++ ++ + +++

CTIURCI{ SCH JL LiiSSOl{.
vl

1s wr?ng. ore ls n?
The .retn Dlv

ls destgneC tr c
Gracc-flIled way
wc partlclpatc t

Startlng in

$ci:e porplc call )ur llturgy a 'rlvlasst'. Thls
ss" ln the orth:drx ChrlstLan Church.

lne Servlcc !s ca]Ied. a Llturgy. The Qrtlr:rd:x llturgy
fi:ineir)rate the llfe '.lf Chrlst-cn earth 1n a speclal

Thus, each tl:rc we tai.re p art In the Dlvlne LlturBX'a

n thc Ilfe cf Chrlst ln a very sp eclal and sacred wale
the next lssue tf The Tllnelt Hcrald r w€ w111 lcolc at

thc life rf Chrlst ln the Dlvlne 11!::q:--
++++.r++ ++ + +++++++ ++++ ++++++-t-+ ++++++++++++ ++++++++'F+++ ++

++++++++++ +'t+ -r + ++++ ++ ++ +++ ++++++++
0n 2 l{arch cf thc Church Calcnclar
wc celcbr:tc thc Ilccn ::f thc Thcc-
tclcrs Relgnlng. Thls lkcn was ro-
vcalcd ln thc patrlarchlal vlIlagc
of .Ko1or:na cn 2 lvla"rch 1917, thc
Cc.y cf thc ebdlcatlcn :f thc Tsar-
Martyr St. lTlchclas. Sccing thls,
the falthful t'urnucl tc thc Thco-
tclccs as thc true rulor :f Russla.

The answer t: nui.tb
the c ro ssr*o rd Jn p
TOBIEI. Thls quest
serve as a renlndc
Chrlstlans that ru
arlan (Prctestant )

dcctrlne 1s based
inccrrect verslrns
as well as upln se
pret:t1ons. Slnco
colrpletely accurat
versl:n rf the Blb
11sh lenguage r wc
careful tc read th
thc ccntext of the
a ", .rut lt .

Fcr th'lse whc flnd tho crrss-
w:rd dlfflcult, thls shtulC be a
clue tr yru to read the Blble
ii)re and tc pay ulre attentl:n tr
what yru reacl r

TH!.} SPIRITUTL i{EirDOlI
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cr seven cf
age twr ls
l:n cught tc
r tc Orthcdrx
ch cf the sect-
teachlng and

up3n wl1lful1Y
of the BlbIe

1fwl11eC lnter-

In thrt
there llvcd
attelncd ir
perfectlcn t
eelved llrns
cave, and he
fcedlng thcrr
Sc fulI cf Bthls nan cf

sa;.rc area rf Sapsas,
a.ncthcr clcler. He had
such grcat splrltual
hat he fcarlessly re-
whlch c:iilc lntr hls
lcnelt bcslde thcl,'rlith h1s f wn hancl s.

ruet Clvlnc Graco was
G:d I

there 1s nct ene
e t r:.n slatl:n c r
1e tn the Eng-
nust be verY
e Scrlpture ln
Church teachlng

a))
E+ tt

JL

t1
cha:rplrn lenicr , whlch I s als: a rlln s 1rr JIl . f.ie rans

cns reacL "Queen of thc Hcevenly hc but thls ls tctelly wrJhgr
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GRNAT LijNT

Our hcly f :rcf r.thcrs Sts. Ad.an altcl Evc wcre placecl in a garclen
lf every g-rrct thlng. Frr, nlifting which GcC,.taclc was crcateC f:r evll
cr f cr any bacl usce

Yct. Gocl cl:.tilandecl the f irst huiir.ns, t'Of this trec thcu shalt nct
cat iil"erit"*hyf l.'trrs this f rccl unclcan? qre f :rblcl i Frr the tlost lcvlng
Creatcr r:adc ncthlng whlch was un.ilean. St. Paul answers thls quest-
icn vcry clearly when he u"V*, iiltJrytSing 1s pcr--ilttcil tc ;re; but
nrt evc"rything i" uxpcclleni" i; -.lc " n in slilple tcrr-rs,. St ' ?aul 1s ex-
plainlng th:.t all fcrds aro clcr"n Lnd..,oy iu eatcn, but lt 1s nct aI-
weys useful- tc )ur salvatl:n t: eat then"

The Grcat Lent 1s, f cr ut, si:rethlng 11]ce Gcd t s cf,"'rlelod'-rent tc
sts. -/,dau ancl Evc 1n Ecen. Th; Hcly Chuich c"ces rt:t tesch us tc fast
because any lclncl:f ft:cl. ls unclean, bui boc*uu. fasting ls a great
help 1n cur salvatlrn.'Ycu sce, thc h:Iy anil G:c1-bearlng fathers have exnl-aln"*.i: I:that Gcd cri:ltanclecl .Aclai-r and lvc not t ) cat f rrt-: a ccrt' liL trce De-

ceuse thcy wor. nct yct strrug enlugh anc'. pcrfcgt^clcueh tc."*t:l
that fru1t. Ii, trtttir.r, lcLar:-and nvc hacl 

-oUeyc,l 
.G?d, tlen S+ lltgX

gSJg_J"rgJ_&J_8, G:,1 wculd have glvcn thcrr itc.t trec f rr f rrd alsc.
But -i,ca:.r an'-i 8""*d1;;;"t;;-d.0. ThEy ate cf the trce and lnstead:f
Ie:rrnlng lcncwlcCge as Sitan frnA proi-rised ther-r, thq learned pa!slrIIS"
Thc fccd was cles.n, f rr 1t wes cler.ted by G:d','but "ft wes hbruful fcr
ther: Lt thet.tl:-ic. It wns nct the fccd lt eo.fi which caused rid'an and

Eve tr fiil-l-, buillt was thely r-itscbedlen.t.-tftu fcocl cnly ;'iacle thclr
f all dcepcr ancl. :-tf re nlscrable.

r,ie, belcved lf Chrlst, Dre thc sa;lc ' The 4cIy Splrlt I SPcalcing
thr:ugh thc Hcty Church, ccnnand.s us t:l fast frci.r certain fccds at
certain tlr-res" ifftyf ITct bccause the f 3cd ls unclean, but because lt
ls tr:t ahveys g:ocl f cr fur sruls tl ecrt lt.

If Aclan anrl nvc fcll frcn paradlse Jn acccunt cf dlsobedlence
tc Gr,-1 , ,10 ylu rcally thlnlc-iftui-yru wffi g.t back lntc paradlse lf
ycu are +ts-rbeOlcnt tc Gcd? No, cf ccurse n:lt.

Gcd co.*::anclect /-dan anct E;;: i'i";"lieryttring except lli.,l*lt .''
They dlsobcyed eurl 1: st paracllsc ' Ncgr He" ccr:nind s u-s, "In thc f crst
pcrlrds, dcn't cat thcse thlngs..,.. "

Sc cach :f us lust chccsc: Itlll we cbey Gcd rr wlll we llsten to
falsc prrphcts nn:1 cbey Satan whc tells us n:t tc fast.

You see, ticoping tirc fast 1s rcally e. i-,attcr rf cbedience to Grd'
Thc ccr.:.-rancl ls givci tc us f:r the sar.,L rcas3n thc,t r-clait and Eve llere
cc.-.r:r.nc1ed tc fast 1n E,l.en fr:n that 3ne fruit: becausc we arc not per-
f ect, wc crc n:t yet strcng atlcl .raturc nn"1 we flooJ t]re help of, the
fast.

Let Llsr Orth:clox Chrlstlans, obcy God an'-l not th
cf satrn" Let us lccep tho fast, thr.nfing Gcci that He

us t: help sove :ur sculso lda,l ancl lve l-lst pararlis
cbedience, Ict us reglin paraClsc through cbedieneeo

i. tci:ptlng vclce
has glven 1t tc

e thrcugh d.ls-

HIIOI CHr\NTED 0N WEDNISD-I'Y 0F THX EIRSIffi
lccsen overy b:ncl :f lnJustlce; let u
fetters rf vlclence; let us tear uP e

T WiliK GRILIT
al-sr fast sp1 rltuaflY; us

s rend. e r as sund e r the st
very unJust wrl-tlng; ]e

let
rrng
tus

bread tc the hungry ancl lct us welcrire the hrilele$s p31r lntc cur
hruse s , that f roi.i Chrl st rur Gcd we l:ey recetve great' i-lc rC$ r

glve



Thc Fcast rf thc Entry cf rur Lrrtl lnt,r Jerusalen falls cn 25
Maroh thls year. The-rc arb scr.:tc lritercstlng nlcknai;cP frr this feast,
gncl there ls a certal.ti rovelr.tl.;ti t: us ln thi s. In Russian , the. f ecst
ls of ten ca.rtco 

- 
";;tti;-;trrcvr sunl:'yt' , whl1c ln scuth"rn lanJs ' 1t is

usuallvr:?113$.;:"]il iilltlH;lna1 dsy cr :)ur savl:ur,s ontry_ r'tc
Jcmsalcr.t, He was recelved-rie greeti:cl wlth thu branches cf local trees
i-:alnly palns.

I; Russle., the locaL trce whlch shows lts ncn buCs onil flrst her-
cl-Cs sprlng (wlrich is en li.iagc cf thc 

^ 
rcsurrcctlcn) f s thc pussy-,

vlllcw. Sc-'Russians greet :r-,i Savllurts entry wlth the b':ughs cf the
pu s sy- w1 Il- r w.- in J,l-aslca, ospecially ln tho arca cf cur Tllngit no'tl:tr, thc blue-
ueruy (uir. fllcr-.i6uo""yj" r. the r:cst beautlful heiald tf sprlng.- rit
the 6ncl rf l{r--ps5, it ls'alrsedy a dcllcete green Iaclen wlth }ove1y
plnk ancl lavcncler bl-rsscilsr So- cur Orthcclox-Chrlstlan T1lng1ts- and'-:ttrcr .rilasirans grcet ?ur Savlcurts entry wlth branche s of blucberry
bushcs.

Thls is very apprcprlate t:r the 0rthcclox Chrlstlan understandlng
cf thc feasts ci tli-e Hify Church, For thc acts cf GcJ are eternal.
Thcy are n:t,llst..;nt fr:ir us elthcr ln tl...c cr placc. The cntry cf
cur- Savl ,ur talcus placc "here and tcclayrt. Thc felsts cf thc Church
trhe place tn the ireart cf the falthfull. ttrlrcreasr cl'] that flrst day,
the cirtl;'.rcn wolccr.red Chrtst lntc Jelrsllei:, wc ncw wclc::le Hin lnto
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TITE RY OF OUR VIOUR

our hcarts, int3 f,ur cwr:l til:e and p lace. Sc lt ls flttlng that we

nct be bcund by dend Icgcllsn tc bear p a1t,,s rn thls c1c.y, but that we

grcct Hli: r^rith branchcs frx crlr cwn 1o csl trees, wlth the cnes that
bl-cssc:- at thls tl:rc hebaldlng thc resu rrcctlcn of sprlng.

So cn this c1:.y, cur T11nglt Orthrclo x Chrlstinn pecPle bear blue-
berry brenchcs tc church, welcci::lng thc entry cf Chrlst Intc thelr
cwn t1:-e rnd pln.ce, llving the wrrd.s -'rf the hyi:n, tt...\rlherefcre we

also, 1llce the chllilrcn cf olcl bearlng the synbcls '-rf vlctf,rY' crY
d ls';ut tc Thee the Ccnquercr cf d.oat'h: Hc sanns) ln thc hlghcst, Bl-csse

oI,c n17 ilHo that 
^

^r..r:rf.h l ra hn \Tnr:a f +l^t
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THi' HOIY VI IN MJ.RTYR J/.SI W.NGi\
23 iLarch, Chureh a1en,lar

(t+e ceLebra.te thc itei.tcry of thc Holy Vlrgln Martyr Basll (Vasfll)
:f llangazeya nlth speclal Jry. IIc 1s a speclal patrcn of lrlsslonar-
1es.nd, i; partlcuiar, he'1! the patrcn*cf the Sts. Kyrl1 anq ivlethrdy
Soclety r.:isuirncry prc jcct ln Soutireadt,',laslcc. ivlcr"ott"i, the Scclety's
chapel 1s n;:rr.rcii 1rt hls honcur.-lhe llfe cf St. Bas1l prcsents us wlth a vcry rlch cxa.iple of
r.rrral greincl.iurr He wn.s a r-ri.rtyr f :r t re sake cf vlrglnltyr but chas-
tlty by ltsclf ls ntt yct rr:rality"lll tco cften cnc hears an accusor
say- cf 

- sf,iie:)ne, "hls i.icrr",1s are ln questlcnlr because ;rf scne slander
.,.bcut the pcrscns chastlty. Thls 1s hypocrlsyr €spcclalIy lf thc accu-
ser 1s coi:r-:ltlng acts of ln:,iorallty end hicllng behlnd chastity as an
cxcuse. St. Basilrs r,rhcl-c llfe, hcwcver, was 11ve0 1n a tlanner and ln
a state :f ncrallty which nade hlir wcrthy cf belng ca]lcd tc the r.lar-
tyrs cr?lm. We flnd :rcrallty lathe entlrc secpe ri St. Basll-rs life:
fn frf s reslsta"nce tr grced, tn the ;-rcclc ancl hunblc n..nncr ln whlch he
served. a nastcr wh: trr. ientecl hi-n, fulf 11-11rLg hls cb1l6st1cr:s tc the
letter, ln hls falth ln the fcco ef trlals nnd ln hls lcve rf Chrlst.
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St, Basil was calLecl by Ohrist tr the hrncur encl gI:{Y )f irc.rtyr-
clot, as a reward f or the :rcrol- grrnCcur lf his cirtirc }lf c.

Therc can be nc rlrubt thrt 'Lhc cx:-u.rplc cf St " Basll ;f iUangazeya
lllie that tf St. lvi:su s the Hungnrlan, li n.rst signif lce'"nt tc us ln
these the last rllys vihcn nl1 c:ncept.rf t.r:rn1..1ty CI.nd chastlty have
vIrtually crllapsbcl r.ncl all .-ranlein,i. 1s rushlng l-1lce the gaderene
swlnc lntc the ,lcpths cf a .rlrl-l- rlarknuss which niLl Crrwn hi::J.

St. Bas1l was brrn ln 15BT ln thr; vcry:tcl. t:wn tf Ya'rcslavl.
Yrrcslavl was an l:.:prrtant prrt 1n thc V.riga Rivcr. Basilrs father,
The:dtre, wcs a vcry prcr r,brchent au:.l h1s f:.:ily rftcrt hc"cl vcry llttlc
f:od 

"lven whcn he wtS s" Ve ry s.,n-1.-1.. bry', St, Brsll used t: gc tc. church
errc rytlrre he c:rul-c1 o Hc 1cv"c.t GrJ ' s hou sc f"nd hc wr.ntcci tr ou t,hero
nrre the.:n anyplacc olsc.

In th: sc" ,1rlys , whcn a bcy reachcdl thc agc -.f 12 , he c >ulcl bec f,--,c
an apprentlce" in'apprcntlcc- 1s scne?ne whc wlrlis f :r a c)i.rpany- wlth-
rut iiy jr-rst t r l-errir the buslness. The boss pays thc bcy's. f athur a

certatir a,.,runt ancl then glves the bcy f r:C anii a place tr llve,
Becauge Basll's fanlly was very p)lr, hc agreecl t.-r bec:r.:c an app-

rcntlce t::. llhen B:"-sl1 was 12 ye:,rb :1cl , ht oecane a.n apprerrtice
nerchant f:r e cinpany ln thc tcwn:f i'langazeya ln Siberla.

Slberla was a iiory "inngerrus placc, fuff lf wtl,l anlnal-s and tribes
rf natlves.

Thc Jcurney tr lr,,angazeya was e 1rng, dlf f 1cult and dangeIrYS.."ne.
1/hen hc irulveit, hc huirlcil tc thc cnui6tr tr glve thanlcs tr God that
he hacl arrlved s.:rfcly. Then the bcy wcnt tc the nerchantrs cfflce
where he wr"s glven the J:b of clcrir. St" Basil w."s.I vrlry g:rd wcrlcer
and vcry lnte lllgent. H; wl,s sf on glven a respcnsible J:b as a- stcw-
arC ln lnc "olrpaiy" St. Basll- wss; very hard w:lrker cncl served hls
brss falthfully and hrnestly.

Unfcrtunat"cly, at that il,.,e Slberla was a frcntler arcar ald there
l^rure ahirst nf wt:;err thcrc" Becallsc rf thls, scilo nen whc had bestlal
passlrns use'l tc ccr-:t.tlt srclrny wlth y.lrng-tr6n and bcys:- S!. -BasilrsL:ss was lne cf thcsc pcrvcrs; t.teno "S:rcn-aftcr St, Blsil hacl arrived
ln Mangnzeya, thls bcss trleii t: r:ntlce thc yruth tntc hcr:csoxual re-
la.ticnE. HA'trled flattoryr he wrr.r.Ld cffur Blrsil nrncy and flnalIy,
he t rl ec1 thrcat s and punlshncnt s 

"St. Ba.sll :nly crntlnuecl t: first rnl prey l.ntl osk Gcd tc help hli-t
renain pure.

Thc boss began t: hate Basl.l, He was angry thrt the bcy y?Y1,1 n:t
subl.lt t: his evf t lust. Mrrc'rver, he crulcl nct tclcratc BnsiI's
prayerfuL, roltgi.rus attltud e " He especlally haterl Bas1l f or h1s ncelc
and"hui.tble peru5nolity" 3ut nc nattui how nuch he wt,s pcrsccutcd and
r:lstruatecl by the Ucq-st-likc brss, $t " tsasll c:ntliluecl to faithfully
pcrf rrn: his l'tr.rt1us anr.l tr f ulf tl Lri.s rosp:nsibtliti's zca1cusly..- Flnally, thc pcrsecutl tns r:ncl slr.rrrrtcrs rcachccl a tcrrlble p:lnt.
Duri.ng the"Paschai natlns, thlcvr:sj rrhbecl thi.: stcrc :f thc re rchandlso
hruse iF whlch Bslsl.1 wrrli:ccl . T.ne; b:rn$, dlsccverlng the tlreft, weut
lnuecllately tr the gcvcrncr o.nd.7't)p)rted thc thcft" But then a tcrrl-
ble ciecd cccured; the nerche.nt h.a1;cd Basil sc r.ruch ancl s'f strrng was
the evlI 1n hln that hc frn-relly accusecl the lnnccont bcy cf beit:g lne
cf the thleves.

Thusr f,tr the flrst clay:f Chrlst?s bright P:]scha, when the Hcly
Church calls elI pc:rplc tr peaco arill 1tve, thls lnnoccnt , Gld-f earing
yruth wes betrayod by a false lvil,ncss, Just r.s Chrlst had becn beiray-
ed by f*1se wltnessCIs" The ij)ver':r:r,-lic1 no'1, even lnvestlgate the
cha.rgeei" Hc scnb rfficc:',s 'b'..1 n.rr:r.iJt -bhe,hoy iind d::i:"6 hin rlght out cf
the churoh- Th* glverrlor bcgr-i,n tr "h r.r'tur'; Bnsll ln rrilor to f crce a
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confesslcn frcn hln. In splte rf all the fterce trrtures lnfllctud"
upfn hl,.il thc blesscd bry- wluld 1nly rcply r,c<.:ltly, "I o,-: lnnlCerltrr.
Tirc paln f rr,t tht tcrtur.s bccane s-r un6eirable lfra.t..!h" y:uth fclnt-
e d, but whcn he cal:ie tc, he l,geln qulctly repJatc.f , "f 3.-l lnnJccntrr n

The neelc, hur:ble, ChrIst-Iilcc endurance :;n'-1 thc peaceful rcilly
cf thc Ble ssed. Onc enraged thc cvl1 r:erchiint even t.t? rc. 31na11y r he
f lcw intc e cler-l :nlc ragc ani'. struclc thc lnn rccnt b:y ln thc tc -plcwlth a heavy chatn:f ltcys. Basll feIl tr thc flc:r, sighed heavily
1n.l gave up his pure, inncccnt s:ul intc the hands rf thc L.trC cn
the flrst day cf Chrlstrs Rndlant Pascha, 1600.

In cr':lcr t: hide thls foul cril-ie, the,zcvcrnrr, Pushkln, and the
passlcn crazetl:.r;rchant placect the b'-rdy rf thc Hrly Martyr lntr a
ccffln ancl Lcwcred it lnto a riarsh near the i::eetlng hal1 1n which thc
brutal lnterrcge.tlrn had takcn place. Run':urs rf thc nurder circulated
ar:und the tcwn rf }{angazeya al:i:st l;,.:et1lately afte r ths lnclt}cnt,
but Gcd chcsc tr c rneeal the srcrcrl relics tf Hls Sa"int f rr f lfty-
two years.

In 1652, durlng the tcnurc cf thc nllltnry govcrncr l.lnaty Step-
e.ncvloh Kcrsr-lccv, G:,:1 wllLed t: reveal the r'1rry cf Hls Hcly Martyr.
In that yc:]rr:rany w'rn.:lrcus events bunrn t; happcn in thu a,re3 arcund
Man,3azeya. i',{any plrus purple hatl .lrea::s ln whic}r li bes.r,iLcss ytuth
appcarcd tc then and.-tany slck perple wijru hcalocl by this y)ung bcy.
:, strangc 1lght was scc:n:ver the narsh ancl unseen vclccs wcrc heard
chrntlng nca"rby.

Then the ccff ln cf the Selnt r3se s1cwly tc the t:p cf the l:ud. I.plrus archer, stepr,,n shlryi'"ev, n:tlcc,l thc bcff ln, but dlcl ncthlngab:ut tt until the w:nCcrs bccrr.re lcn:wn t I hl,.r r St. Basll- appearcd tc
ltepan 1n.c Cree...: and trlC hlr: tr lpcn the ccff ln. The whclt - stcry of
St. Basilrs i-.artyrci:rr: bcce c kncwn.

Thc ccffin was br:uqht rut cf the swaitp anci cpcnud, Insldel thuf
f ;unl the sacrcd rellcs cf thc Salnt, whctb ancl lnccrrupt. ri chapcl-
was built ?vcr the rcllcs and;-rahf pccple rccelvecl heclings thr:ughthc ylung .-inrtyr.

St. Basll be.zan tr nppcar to s'tif,o rf thc i-ilssl -'nerlcs ln Slber1a,In Marcb rf 167O, St. Basll appearecl tr the elCer Tllchcn whr had fcuncl-
cd a r,rnastery 1n Slberle. /r.t--thc Sc"intts lnstructl.rns, Fr. Tlkhrnset:ut tc thi rulns rf lvlangazcya (whlch had been abend.:ned s)re ycars
c:"r1ler) on:1 f run,l thc hrly "rclics,

Fr. Tilchcn carricd thc sacrecl relles lvcr tc his nrnaste ry cn the
Yenescl Rlver. Frcn thcn tn , St. Basll was lcnrun as a special patr:n:f t.ilssl tnarlcs in Siberia. ile was especlally revered by the great 1 B
eentLlry cnlightcner cf Wcstc rn Slberla, Motr'-rprlltr.n tr'llcthe1"Tcdey, hc is the lntcrcu ss:r cf aLl plcus Orth:d:x Chrlstlans whcarc struggllng frr thclr sel_vatl:n 1n thcse last '-r,ays, *.yu which catlrnly be descrlbcd as "A wlclr ed anC pcrversc generatltn.

On 21 l{arch, thc Church g1:rlflcs thc HrIy Vlrgin lvlartyr Basil rf
i/ie ng.s.zcye wlth theso hyr:ns:
T ROPi.R: Thou 0 Basl L l1,_i st witn i s s KONDi',K I Ch': sen Martyr rf Chri st ,unt: death tr thc g1:ry tf vlrrrln- potr:n cf r:1ss1:narles, prctectorIty, anil hzr,vlng be cn caf t int I th'; :f thrse whr struggle ftr chastity,darkncss :f $ swti p by thy
tcr;cnt'lrs, thru l1Cst asb

c ruel wcl see thco es a raClant lai;p ln
cnd tr the darlcness:f a wiclcccl and per-the hclghts r-ntl shinc f :rth wlth the verse gcneratl:n. ii,nd since thru

rt,-J lrry cf thc llternal Llght, where- st been thrlce-crrwned by lurhaf lre we cry tr thec rc J rlclng, glc Savllur, frec us frl: pessilns whot: Chrl st tlhc ha s g1r rIfloC thec, cry tc thee: ReJ:lce Hrly ivrortyr
I
,t
LL

l:ry tr HLi I'Ihc has .:aCe thee wJn- Bas111 radlant lJ.ght rf vlrginlty.rlus, gI:ry t: Hln Wh: wrrl<eth ht:al
lngs f rr al-I thrcugh thee. + ++.{. -F+ { -l' -F.t + {. + + -,. +- -r + + + + + J- +-,- + +++ + + + + +




