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ST. DAVID OF THESSATONICA

Reposed c )4

KONTAKION, TONE I
An ever-blossoming grrrden, bearing fruits of virtues,. thou didst

appear on a garden tree like a srveet'singing bird,' but all the more didst

thotr take into thy heart prmdrse, the Lord's tree of life,t and havrng

cultivated it, O divinely-ruise oire,r by it thou dost nourish us with gnce:'
ever pray for us, O David all-blesscd
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TIIE SAINT }iHO SAT IN A TRrlS

ST. DAVID OF THNSSAT,ONIKA
26 June, Church Calendar, .'

lg_lulv, geculgr--l:alend+rJ

1,[h11e he ]Ias sttll a boy, St. Davld used to hear the 'll-vu|'9I'the
Salnts belng i"ia.-lr"-n""td"how tbd Salnts loved God and.spen,t lngfr
whole Ilfe ""r"ine Hini Davlcl became fllled wlth the deslre tb lnltate
these holy Saintsl Ue too wanted to love God aird serve H19..-

'l,{hen bavid becane oLd enough, he left hls home and all that-he
owned, and.set out for a monas[eiy. After travelllng for a little
wh1le, he carne to a certain mono.siery which rnras naned for two holy
martyrs, Sts. Theod.ore and Mercury. ilere, he was tcnsured and became
a monk.

How happy David weus. Now his whole llfe belolged to Christ our
Savlour and everything that he d1d would be for God.

St. David lrept reiAing the Blble and the llves cf the Salnts. He

read. about the gieat faitfi ancl hunility of the Salnts of both the 01d
and the New Iesfa.,-ncnt iimes. He read a6out the special glfts of Grace
which our Saviour glves to holy people who struggle against 

"11..'TheSaints struggle tc rnake themseives clean and pure inside, 1fl their
hearts, so that the Holy Splrit will cone and dwell in thcn.

laviO longed to lnitatb the Salnts. He wantecl to be tru1y humble
and have sincere fiith in God. He deslred to struggle against his orrn
sins and to aequire Godrs glfts for himself.

One day, wfrite he we.s ieading the lives of the Saints, Davld be-
crne so fi1led with love and zeal for Christ that he went tc the
church n.nd climbed up in an alnond tree which stood near lt. The Saint
built a little platf6rm for himself ln the linbs of the tree, and sat
dolrn on it tc read and pray.

It is hard. for us t; uiraerstand r,rhy St. David declded to struggle
r.ir.by sitting in a tree lilce thls, but oui Saviour understood, and Ee
blessed the Sainti

r"or three long years, St. Davld sat in the tree praying to 99d.
Over and over ".grin, he asked GocI to grant hln the gilts of hunility
and slncere faith. In the suiraer, the sun burned the Salnt, ln
spring and eutumn, the rains soalced him and in wintere freezLng winds
shook-the tree and chllled the Saint. Snow feIl all arcund and covered
the little platfor.m and. the Saint.

i{cst people would have frczen in the wlnter. But St. Davld was
filIed with a speclal warmth fron God It wes the warmth of the Holy
Spi rit.- After three years had passed i a holy angel appeared to Salnt David
and said, rrDavid; tne lcrd has h6ard your piaycrs, and is glving you
what you have asked fori Ycu prayed tlat you would. be hureble and rnodest
and that ycu lroulcl love and worship Gcd with trte reverence.

"Cou,e-ciown from the tree now and live 1n your ee11 sllently.rrThen
the ange] told David some other things aIsc, and departed.

St. David eatrle clcwn frcm the tree and God granted hirn special gifts
cf Grace. Iviany people whc lrere iIl becane healed thrcugh the prayers
cf the Saint.

Saint Davld lived. the rest cf his life 1n prayer and struggle, and
worked iie.ny nlracles and wlnders by Gcdls Grace. Tr'll3en he repcsed, a
fragrance cf sone wrnilrcus, heavenly lncense surrcunded his sacred
rellcs, and the volces of invisible angels were heard chantlng cver
him.

Saint David departed frcm this earthly life nany, many years &$or
Now he prays for us in the kreavenly Church, bcfore the throne of Christ.
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EDITORIAI: The An:rt enas as Acts :f lcve.h

If sonecnrj were tc be drlvlng cver a dlfflcult rcad. and., conlng
to a sharp e.nd dangercus eurve,overlccirlng a deep canyon, ls racved
by ccnqern fcr fe1low travl-lers to gather-materlaL to bulld a'guardrall
and post warning signs along the way, rfle wculd grea.tly ad.nlre that
person fcr h1s love ancl'c3mpassicn. ,

If another perscn hras to cone alcng ]ater and renove thcse guard-
rails and warnlng signs r w€ wculd thlnlc hln lrlcked 1n the extreme ,
even thcugh he night claln, ttf cln d.olng 1t cut of lcve for rnanlclnd
because the railing and slgns cluttcr up the vlew of. people. I want
pecple tc feel a greater^.unlty with rrature and signs and guardrails
are a hindrancc to thls.ll

0f course, 1f l. person plungcs cver thc slde cf the unprotected
curve, he will no dcubt becore ilore 'tunltecl with naturerr.

Heresy is the prcrluct of nanrs self-w1l1 being gulclecl by Satan tc
ereate a teaching cr systeir cf teachings rrhich witt-trinder the sal-va-tlcn cf the faithful. Such false tcaehings w111 unclernlne and cbscure
the Gospel cf rur Savirur ancl leed the fslthful to plunge over the
curve intc the abyss of falsehood b.nci unbellef .

Our hcly an,l Gcd-bearing feithers :f the Ecunenica.l Councils and.the cancnlcal local ccunclls have scen t,he dangercus preciplces cfheretical teachi.nr:s and the dangerrus curves oi flcwe-ry wclds andph11c:cp19g i+h1ch-eppcer on thefr edses. Dwel_ling t; the truth cf the
I:rl spilr!, tlre fathi:rs have dram iorth frcm [[e-ccspel_ "na theChrlst-fi,led life cf the IIcly Church, guarclraiLs and. inrarning signsand have erected then for the- safety of-tf,e faithful. These [uardrailsolC warning slgns are the Anethei:as gncl thc;, have been prccliiieed outcf the purest and ncst Christ-lilcc lcve. In"fact, it hai been the HclySpirlt, 'rcrkittg thrcugh the Ccuncils, lfhich has estebllsherl the /.nathe-
i,l€ls r

In recent ycars, nany trevl-Iers cf the seconcL type have appeared
on the rcac- thcse r,'hb r.rlsh te break dom: the gu"iarails anO warn-
itg slgns. The nost notable of these wiclced r,en wlsr cf course,
Athenagcras of Ccnstantinople.

God-the-I{cly-spirit has ghren us the l\nathenas for the protectioncf the faithful. 'r'il:at God nas cstablishecr., it 1s iirposslble fcr nento destrcy. _The ecunenists have elained that they frlve lifted theAnathei:as. rrtrhat they clain to have dcne, therefc"re, is to have super-
ceded Gccl, tc have rf trvtstecl God t s arllrr and forced. Hin to resclncL ftf struth. The hunan ton.rue is lnadequate tc d.escrlbe the lneffable prlde
anC arro.Sance _rf th.ese pecple. '.,',?liat they frave-saiO 

"nO 
dcne is pie-clsely a blaspheny ara"lnst-the Holy Spilit, and it is an act cf-unnlt-lgated hatrcd.

Nc perscn cculd pcssibly l_ift anli Anathcma Lrhich has been laid
dovrn by the Hcly Church, r\thena-:cras I1ed tr the faithfu.l and trlcd tcccnvince then thr.t pegple hcd bean anathenatizcd and that the Anathenas
were separatlng cne pecple fror: ancthr:r, Thls is not the truth. It lsfalse teachinl.s anc.i lies which have becn ana.thcni.tizecl ancl nct people,
ancl it is falsch:ccl whlch separates f,ne pe :p1e frcr.r :.nctirer, n"t Ceati
Lnathenas. The.tr:rathenas have been lalcl acwi firstly, tc prctect thefalthful frcn fclling_away fror.i their salvatlcn anclr'seccirdly, to
warn thcse who have alreaciy fal1cn ar.ray tc turn baeti tc thc iruth.

The ecuuer:lsts have invlted the faitfrful tc lcse thelr sculs and
cnccuraced thrse alrearly in clarkness tc draw their blinds.

Beloved cf Ctrrist, thc liner.thenas are great nonunents cf J.cve andq'cilpasslon an'l we beseech all 0rthrdox Ctrilstians tc beccue far:iliar
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ccnpasslrn arid we beseech all Orthcclcx Chrlstlans to bcccne fanlllarwlth the Anather.ras, to study anC e3:iie to understand then, and tocherish then as 11ving syr.:bcls cf thc ccnstant e.nd actlve ecncerrl cfcur Creatcr anC Savicur icr H1s fI.tclc.

IHX ORTHODOX CHRISTIA]i TEACHING
IC}IRI S RSIG}T.

6

l.
THE PROPHECY 'I'I-I{ICH JACOB iTADS ABOUT XACH OF HIS SONS TIHEN
FIE GJ.VE TiiEi.{ HIS BI.JSS]NG

Sa

1'IAS T0 COit'rE FROM TIiE TRIts
IS A RTVEI-T,TIO]I- THAT, WHIIJ1 CHRIST

E 0F JUDAH, ju\-TICHitIST I,IIII .BE /r
,IEtr'I FROM TI{E TRIBE OF

As the lcrci J.esus Christ nad.e liis sojourn with us 1n the flesh(whlch He assu:ec.) fron the liol;', Spotlesl Virgin, -u.nO 
tcolc to Hlnselfthe tribe of Jud.a!., and cane f6itfr-frcn it, t[e Scripture declarec].

H1P royal 1iner.Gq 1n the uorCs of Jalcob lrrren in h1s benidiction headdressed himself to h1s son in these terns: ttJudah, 1et your brotherspralse yc-u,..Juclah-is a l-icnf s whelp: fron the shooi ny son, you are
'39n9 up: he stooped.dot-tt he couched. as a ycung llon and as a ffcnTswhelp; w):c.shalI raise hin up? A ruler sfrait not 

-aep"rt 
from Judah,nol ? prince fron his l-cinsr*until i{e cones for iill:oi 1t 1s reserved.;and He sha]l be th9 expectaiion cf the nations-. ti-l'cl1\-.4t,8:i;)'-

IIark these words of Ja-cob which were.poi.urt io-i"o"rl ano which areful-filled 1n the lord. For.first He rpr*g forth "r r--"ttr;{-(ft;; thercot of the trlbe cf Judah) and then irr"iisrreo--in-trre world. The ex-r ll-IJresslon' "he stcoped dovrn, he couched as a )roung lion ancl as a fionrswhe1p,'r r-fers to trte thr;e d"{ sr3ep cr chriri."pr" Esaias says,"How is faithfuL sion uecone a-harlot t it was ful-l-of judgnent, lnwhich rlehtecusness ccuchecr.; ..but oolr ourd;";;;"- [i6 .ii.zj.-b;;i,i'p;;_phesies to the sa.ne effectr ttr 
"jucirea-ano slepi; r awarced: for theIord r^ri11 sustain I.[e;...tr(ps,3 5) fn-r.rrricrr rre pclnts to Hls sleep andr1sin,3 again.

And Jacob says, rtlfho shal1 re.ise Hin ?rr Thls is just what DavldUD
Irand Paul both refer to as r,lhen Paul says, ...&h.d Gcd the Father i''ileoraised Hin frcn the cl.ead (G;t.1:1 )

rl

To the sane effect , norecver, dces the pa triarch (Jacob) expresshilrself regard.ing irnti chrl st . ir'l:e ref o re r &s he prophesied wlth re sp ectto Judah so did he al so i'rith re spect to hls son Dan. For Judah was6i s fourt son anc'i Dan his seventh. ind lvhat then did he say cf h1n?t'Dan shal1 judge his pecple, as one tribe also in Israel. nnd 1et Danbe a se rpent in the way, besettlng the path , biting
(GIirT.4p: 16-17). /ind what

h:rse ( ancl the ricler sha.11 fa11 baclcwarcl).tt
the heel of the

serpent was there but thc dece 1ver fron the be6inninS, he whc is nanedin Genesis, he and bruised- ridan in the heel?
GREAT RTAC OF SSfr-: re a1 tc Are hb1 shoD /tve rkY.

a

t
h

l-_-!Uls_e_ zhlfuate
the first great , Blshop cf ltovgorod r.rhc reposed ln 1O5B or 59, waspreacher cf the Russ ].an church whose tcachlng has sur-rived tc our cwn t1ire. His teachin E ccnslSts of a series of shcrt,qeneral instructi cns in the falth abcut the necessity cf falth inGcd, in the ressu rectlcn cf the iead. and in eternal Ilfe This teach-Ilng is in the fom of a fine.I wcrcl to his. flcck befcre his repcse.
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tutCENTI,Y' TIIE STS. KYRII IU'ID I'iltTHODY SOCIETY was blessec] wlth a vls1t
from the Leaders cf the Juneau alaska perlsh, Nllcclal-Shcowusen and
Alelcsandra-i(lntoo Kunz.'

Durlng thelr sts"y, the Kunzt vlslted the Local prcJeet of .thenatlve peoples --- ihe.$a1lBh natlcn called The Coquale,-etza Oentre.
They were lnvlteci to return later thls year as .juests of the Sallsh
Trlbal Council for offlcial nieetlngsr The Kunzr e.re alsc'ieaders :f
the T11n31t pecple ancl. wculd be representlng thelr natlcn at the
neetings.

The Kunzr had stopped 1n Chilllwack wh1le returnlng tc Alaska frona vls1t to San Franclsco t.rhere they reverenced the rellcs of Sti Jchncf San Franclsco and had tallcs wlth ;\rchblshop /r,ntony concernlng thestate cf the St. l{icholas parrsh 1n Junea.u.
The Kunzr 6;rcatly eClfiecl the Scclety neiabers by sharlng wlth thera

sorle eplsccles frcn the spirltual- treasury cf the Ortnoaox T1lngltpeople. The Scciety wishcs tc share these trcasures with r6adeis of1ts publicaticns:

FR0l{ THE SPIRITUAL TRE/iSURY OI' Ti{1i ORT i]ODOX TLI\TGTTS
1.

afarin,3 pecple. Fcr centurles, their flsh-
have plled the lnlancl passages and inlets cf
braved the harsh open waters cf the Gul.f
arc GOne ncw, thanks tc the influence cf holyt bcats renain ang each year a sizeable fleet

-netters and cther fishinE craft put to sea,r
stian seafarers the wcrlcl cver, the Tllngtts
t. I{ich:1as !:gt:tge!u.ru Nllccl-al in Tllngit
r hes often helped then in tine cf need. In
ts werc crr.rvertcC to Orthcdcxy through ans (sce _Qrtt:cQex llfg, Vc1,23, Nr.4, lgT3r p.

The Tllnglts are a se
ing boats ancl wer cenoes
the Paclflc I{crthwest an,j
of Alaska. The hrer ciinces
Orthcdoxy, but the fishin
of Tlinglt trawlers, gill

Just as Ortho,.lcx Chrl
are esneclally clcsc to S
anf, the areat vlcr:de ri.rc rlce
fact, the i:ainland Tlin3i
appearance of St. Iiichcle
12) .

One lncident which the Kunzr relatecl was thls:
- Once, a fer.r years aE3r s3nc Pentecostalists frc,i $eattle cane

!P here anC begari t: g,ive-talks. The;l ca-llecl a big nectlng ancl a lot ofTliniit Pecpl-e wcnt. lile wnnt there aiso Just tc "6* what It was allabrut.
One spealcer startec shcuting that we had tc give.up all ourtradltirns 1f we wantecl tc.be sr.v6d. He salc1 thingE litcei ttcet ridof ycur olcl treCitions-; yoLlr lltcns, cnd recelve t[e.31f! cf tcngues.tt
Then cne cId fisher.rianl l4ro jchnson fron Hccna[, stccd up-and

Ibegan tc speak.
. __ttT''Ihy aic ycu telling tbe people tc 3ive up thelr traditlcns? It11tell yru scnethingl Once I t:ric Lly bcat cut fcr hallbut. tr'Ie sallecl cutintc the Gulf, of -rtlaslta fcr a lcng wayr beycnci the sight rf lanci.
llhile we rrere out there, a terrible stcri: caiie up. Even thcugh it was
daytlme, 1t beca,:le d.ark as night. Thc sky was bli"ch. Our boat began to
talce cn_tate_r'and pretty scon we cc,ilcl -see that we hTere sinlclng."Then I hacl an evil thcu3ht. I rlidnrt'rant to see my crew suffer.I declCed tc shcrt thero all n-nd then shcot'r,;rse1f . I went tc ray cabin
and tcck my gun tut cf the drawcr. Then suCCcnly, I felt scnething like
a hand. on rrry shcul'.ler. It spun ne arcund ancl as- I cai:ie tc a stcpr nX
eyes were lorhing stralght at the lkcn cf St. l{ichclas f,n riy eabln waIL
The lkon lc:lced l-ike it was EJ.cwing. I underst:ocll I started praying
wlt! ny heartl I c.ropoed ny [un and ran cut tr the cleck. tsta;t i,r"]irrg
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tc Gcd wlth your heartsrt I shruted, tSt.
My crew started praying. And. then, lt was
big knlfe and sllced the clcuds. There was
carie dcwn and surrcuncled cur bcat. The wat
caln. The bcatcd started rcclclng peacefulltstart balling out the wateri St. Nlcholas
tc pralse Gcd a;nd. tc thanlc St. Nlchclasrttlf we haci glven up lur traclltlcns as
been sunk.ll

Nlchclas 1s resculng lls. r

just l1lce scncsne tcck a
a suall cPenlng and 11ght

er o.rcu.nC the boat becane
/o I called tc nY !-en.t
has rescued usr' |lle began

ycu spy to, *b ttho irtt.

HE RY OF ODI S IE

oHAPTER f
@

GoC. put,fr.d.air in a wcnclerful i;r.rden and t:ld hii.i tc take care cf
!frur 

Thcn Gcd said. "It ls nrt gccd f:r uan tc live alcne'rrSc Gcd

i.:ade a wife for -Adan so sne c"rifa help hir: tcncl the gardcn and kcep
hln cfi:lpany.

Gcd tclcr. Adrara anC Eve, ttYcu nay eat cf all the frult cf tire trees
ln thls garclen except fcr cne. Dc ittu see that tree o-ver thereS.II
Vr" eat "r,y rf tfte bruit frcn it, tfrcn you w111 qi.^ f:f-sure.-ft_!*t
a kind cf fruit cn it which is dot'fcr y:u' and. I fcrbid yqu to cat
f rcn it. rl

But Why did Gcd nake sueh a tree? llhy cllr1 Ee nalce a tree that
Ad.ari was nct suppcsed tc use? 

so But God wantsGocl did not r:ake anything tha-t was bad cr u.selcsl
us tr l-rve Hir: cf ?ur cl{n frEe-wil1. Gcd dces n:t fcrce us to lcve
Hir.r lf we dc nct want t?. I;Ie shcw cur lcve fcr GccL by obeying Hir't
bccaUse we want tc. Gccl uaCe the tree - sc that Adan wculcl have e
ch:lce :f ithether tc rbey Gcd cr nlt.1

As lcng as Ac'r.er BIId. bve cbeyed Gcd , he was like a loving father
tc thel. Ci.rist rur Gcd w:ul-d cine clcrnrn tc the,3a.rcien ancL tallc wlth
then every Cay.

But tlc clevll was alrcacly in the wcr1C. The devil hates Gccl and
hc a-lsc hates ilan. The devil- diC not want tc see nan being en cbcdient
eh1ld cf God,2

In order t,o tenpt /rdau and Eve lntc sinning a3ainst Gcd r. the Cevll
wh:se pon€ is SAtanl ontered intc a serpunt which l1ved on the earth.
This serpcnt, led by satan, r+ent t: r-rve ancl aslccd hcr:

t'Di;'Cca'nct teil ycu tftat yru nay eat cf the f ruit f rcn any tree
el.rclen? rl

e answered, rlGc

one r But if we
rrYou will nct ,1

in the
Ev

except
snid:

d tc1d. us tha
eat of that

ie if vorr eat

t we mey eat f
tree r we will
nf that fmlt

rult fron cverY tree
d1e.rr But the serPent

Gotl clc sen I t want
1 . The Hcly Splrlt has explai.ned tc us thrcuEh cur
ing father-s that this .tree, the hnonledge rf- gccd
rlven tc:-:an alsor \rl the fuJ.ness:r tlne, vrhen he
A full- discussicn cf this subject will be fcund 1n

hcly and Gcd.-bear-
end evll, was tc be
was reacly fcr lt.
3 series on the

bcolc cf Genesis, f:r adults, which will appear in Synaxis in the near
future. :

Z. In antlcipaticn cf a chi1d6 questicn, t",nfho is the devil and where
dld he cone fron?rr: Satan u.sqd tc be the cheif angel in heaven but he
chose tc discbey Gcd. iln fact, Satan even triecl tc have a revcluticn
in he.crven and s6. goa threw Sai,an end his fc]-lcwers out cf heaven. Nolt
he lives ln the wcrld an.J tries tc trlek people intc belng dlsobed-
ient tc Gcd.
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you
He

to
1s. ll

3ve

gat that fmit beeause lf you do, you n111 become as wlse as
3j'
llstened to the se nt and when she looked. at the tree, she

saw that lt was ve ry
el-1

rpe
1fubeaut 1 and tha.t the fnrlt loolced very good.

The serpent kept t 1ng her tha.t she woul.d bocono wlse 1f she ate
the fruit. Eve not only ate of the fntit herselft but s]*e gv.en tpck
some to Adan and talked him lnto eatlng lt.

The devil was ve lea"sed. He lau
TH3 NETI ?ATERIKO}T

The sectlon, The IIew ?aterllcon,
consists of a eollectlon of the
teachlngs of contemporary 0rthod.ox
Christlan elders and spiritual-
fathers, written ln the style of
the earller paterllcons. It ls de-
signed to bring believers to an
awareness of the fect that the
Holy Church 1s alnays the same,
that there ls never a blme when
She 1s r+lthout teachers, -qoncier-
worlcers and holy sn6 God.-bearlng
fathers.
Elder Arobrose Ftrrtr.o.ro on Judg-
inq and Co ndenning c.lt

Once, a ycuth cane to the Mllko-
vo Monasteil6l but could not nalce
up his nlnd tc stay there i The
el-d.er Anbrose directed that the
youth be housed. with the workmen
and share a roolt r^rith a certa.ln
I{lira, a Serbr

The novice Antony eanle to the
elder and conplained, ttBut Grisha
will only learn to curse fron i,{iteli

Elder Ambrose became indlgnant:il't'.rhat? Are ycu judging Mlkaf Go
away frcm me, judglng is worse

.lt'?*,{?l+i:tl*g+: .99 ,?T?{r .€? .?T?/..:* Archlmandrlte Anbrcsei an Optlna
novlce, fcuniled the Mllkovo Rrrss.
lan Monastery In Serbia ln 1926.

1.An anclent nonastery in the
Branich Eparchy of Serbia, foun-

the 15 ccntury by Tsar
Dushan.

d.ed 1n
Stefan

ed. at and nve.

Ti{E SPIRITUAI I'iEANOT.I

by John llcskhas

ABBA POIIKHRO#],,TVN THX THRXE
IV1ONKS.

Abba PollkhroilXr a presbYter cf
the New lavra, told us the follow-
ing:

When I was ln the Jcrdan Iravra
called rrBashenrr, I cnce notlced.
that one cf the brethren there was
negllgent about hirnself and he
never fu1.f1l1ed the Sunday rule.
A Llttle while 1ater,
that this brother was
self up to struggle wI
and with ereat fervor,ttYou ar,6 dcing we}1,
caring for your soulrtf
hln.

notlced
ivlng hln-
h all zeal

brother,ln
I said to

"Abba , r' he replled , ttf shall
soon have to die.rr

And truly, in three days, he
demised.

Anothcr tinc whilc I was lnttBashenrr, a brother had reposeo
the re . The eccnomo s aslced ne tc
help him carry the belcngings of
the decea.sed to the store rccll]o' As we were carrying then cvert
I sgw that the eccnonoF was weep-
ing II't.')lat ls the rnatter wlth you,
father? '..rJry are. you weeping so?rt
I asked.

He replierl, ilToday, I an carry-
lng over the belongings of this
hrother and in twc days others w111
be carrying nine ov€f .rl

And so it happened. 0n the next
day, the eccncmcs repcsed as he
had said.

I
g
t

1 a The flrst actual sln ccnsisted of clisobedience to Gcd, brrrt thefirst..tenptatlon rvhich Satan used upon nan is the i:ost inportant
one: ttYou will beccne liice Gcd'r. This was Satanls crine in freaven
and manr s erine on earth: self-deiflcation, trying tc becone as
God by h1s cwn porrl€rr This sln is the very essence cf Humanisn
and such hunanlstic reli$icns as freenasonry anil ecurrienlsn.
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UNDERSTANDING THE DIVINE LITURGY: 
LESSON 2:. THE .LIT.ANY OF PE.ACE (Continued). 

PETITIONS 
I 

ORDER OF SERV:ICE . SC�i.IJ?TURE.: LESSON 
I 

• 

The faithful ·n11•together respond: 
"Lord have mercy. 11 

- ------ - - - - - - - - - ·- -

PRIEST:. "For the peace of the who-
le world, f0r the welfare of the 
holy churches Jf God and for the 
union (with the□) of all men, let 
us pray to the Lord. 11 

"•• .Givo J;lory to God for His 
. II ( ) me re y. Rh. 1 5 : 9 • .. •, ,.

-----------------

We know that peace cou;Ld onlw 
come about on earth by □eans of 
the conversion of all i:rnnkind to 
the new life in Christ. This new 
life in Christ is to be found only 
and exclusively in the Holy Ortho� 

.dox Church of Christ, and even 
there its only E10.nifested in those 
who are truly obedient to God. For 
this reason, and fro□ sincere love 
we pray "for the union :Jf all men" 
to the Holy Church. This is pre­
cisely the □enning of the petition, 

We �lso pray for the welfare of 
all the local Orthodox Christian 
churches, th�t is, fJr each local 
diocese, as the holy fathers have 
taught us. 

- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - ·- - ·- - - - -

P..nd the petitions continue with It is co□pletcly impossible to 
prayers and intercessicms for "All understand H:Jly Orthodoxy with� 
nen, for kings �nd all who are in out observing the loving care 
o.uthori ty or high responsibili ty11 with which the Church faithfully 
(1Tivl.2:1-2), including rulers '.Jf fulfils every c0Lii:1and Jf the Holy 
the land, bishops and �11 the faith- Scripture. A careful study of the 
ful everywhere; fJr those ·travel- Divine Liturgy and the Liturgical 
ing, ill, suffering or in captiv- cycle reveals a depth of love and 
i ty, ending with the words 11

• •  
•• fni th uninaginable to others. 

and for their salvation, let us Let us note that we pray for 
pray to the Lord." • the salvation of all. This will

At the end '.Jf eech petition, not be acco□plished by deceiving
the faithful sing "Lo rd have □er- non-Orthodox with· falsehoods that
cy" and, together with tho priest they are Ue;:Jbers of the Church i1.1
raake the sign of the cross upon the fashion of the ecuoenists,
theLlselves. but rather by witnessing the tru-
- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ th to them • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .- . -.- . .- . -.- II,-.-.-.-.-.,-. "T" . .... -;-.-.-. ,.- • T • .- . T ........ '"T"'.-..-.- • .,... -r ..... -r ...... _ ---•1 ·-- --·----· ----------- --------:---------

RE.ADE RS' QUESTIONS: 

"Who. t can :me say to a po rson who 
is addicted t:> ::gomo graphy?" 

An:Jnytnus, Australia 

PrJbably nothing. A person who i 
addicted to porno gr2.,phy has likely 
already overidden his conscience 
and rationalized, excused and braz 
ened his □oral consciousness into 
a stupor. But a person who icbibes 
in pornography is exactly like a 
person who wishes to conBit sui­
cide without t8..king the blnuc for· 
it. He □Jvcs into a house tbat· is 

a fire-trap, lenves gasoline soak­
ed .ro.gs near a pilot-light [lllld 
when the house catches fire, inst­
ead of trying to escape, ho dJUSi::;( 
the flm:,e s with k:ero sene. He hopes 
thnt OD judgnent day he can con­
vince God thst he was an innocent 
victirJ. 

We are all susceptible to being 
burned just as we are all suscep­
tible to being con su,::.ed with pass­
ions. But the s�ne person will sed 
to escape from both· types of fire 
and certainly ·will not f'eed the 
fla□es. 

.. 




