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VERY OFTEN we find the answers to perplexing questions or confusing
events which arise in life in the biographies of the Saints of God.

As we began to prepare this life of S%, Lawrence the Recluse for
this edition of Synaxis, we came across a ncews item in our lecal
newspaper which was explained in the 1life of St. Lawrence. We are
presenting an extract from that newsitem as a footnote to the ILife
in order to call people to a greater awareness of the vclue of the
Lives of the Saints. People who read the lives of the Saints either
in a cursory manner or not ad all are wil*ully depriving themselves
of a great source of spiritucl kroWldidge and awareness which could
help them to navigate successriully t¥rough the maze of worldly con-
tradictions which enshroud them.,

AR U=
FROM THE KJZV CAVES PATLRICON /él 4" )
HOLY RIGHTNUS LAWRENCE THE RECLUSE "'}

29 & ANLY
5 s s T T o e e B s o

Blessed Lawrence came to the Kiev-Caves lhionastery just after the
time of the recluses Sts, Lsaaky the Fool and Nikita. These two re-
cluses had endured terrible temvtations in their solitary struggles.
When Lawrerce wished to imitate these two holy strugglers, the fath-
ers forbade him to do it in the Caves because, in the first place,
the Kiev Caves idonastery was at that time suffering more from the
malice of thn evil-one than any other monastery in Russia. Moreover,
they recaslled how the enemy had mastered the recluses Stsy Isaaky and
Hlxlta,

nece recluses," said the fathers, "almost perished and only
many prcyefs delivered them from disaster,"

Sty Lawrence asted their forsiveness and departed for the monas-
tery of the Holy Greay Martyr Dimitiy, "vhich had been ?uilt by Prince
Izyaslav, and he.e Ye began Yis shruzgle as a recluse.' His 1ife was
extremely strict. The Saint was greatly coucerned for his own salva-
tion and undertooix hecvy labours anc with much fasting and restraint
he subduved the carnal passiors, cutting +them off with the spiritual
sword of prayer. ¥Wich - sigady streomns of tears, he quenched the burn-
ing arrows of the evil-one. F = bis vollivi~n and great struggles,

God freed him from the wounds of the enemv and gave him the Grace to
heal the wounds of otherse.

Oneer, a wman possessed by & strong and fierce demon wns brought
from Kiev to the reclu e for healing. The Szaint, knowiung the Grace-
filled state of the Fiev Caves lorestery, instructed cnat the demon-
ized man be taken tnore. The demon began to cry out, "To whom are you
sending me? I do not dare to avproavh that place because of the Saints
there. There are thirty monks in theit monastery whom I fear; though
I am in battle with the others."

When he heard this testimony of the Grace abiding in the Caves uor..

astery, Saint Lawrence rejoiced and repeated his instruction that the

possessed man be taken there at once. The Saint asked the demon which

thirty monks he feared, siuce there were then 180 brethren in the Caws
Monastery. ¢hc demon named the thirty and said, "These could banish me
with a word."

—Atl—the—Iives of Saints—which willappearIm this publication this
yeer—will be from—the Kiev Caves Paterikon, which the Society has
now -translteted—into—English.-

1, One shouldf@t think that the St. left on account of self-will. He
haed been called to be a recluse but the fathers wanted him to ful-
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As the possessed man was being dragged along, the demon began‘to
show his deceitful power, speaking through the man in Hebrew, Latin,
Greek and in, “ynknown tonzues". Those leading the man were awe-Strik-
en and smazed, [hearing an unlettered wan suddenly speaking forelgn
languages. Neveértheless, they dragged him to the monastery. Beﬁore
they even entered the zates, however, the unclean spirit }eft the perm
son. The man immediately came to himself and those with him gave
thanks to the Saviour. Together they went to the Caves church to glor-
ify God.

The abbot heard of thesc happenings and came to the church with
the brethren. The healed man, however, knew neither the abbot nor any
of the thirty monks he had previously named. When hews asked who had
healed him, he indicated the ikon of the Theotokos and replied:

"As we spproached the monastery, I saw thirty holy fathers coming
to meet us, carrying this ikon and I was heeled, I knew their names
but I did not know them by face."

The whole brotherhkood gave glory to God and the Most Holy Theo-
tokos aund God's Szints. In thie way, the Caves monastery was glori-
fied through St. lLewrence the Recluse. He, having separated from the
Caves lLavra like Barnabas from Paul, now returned there to repose.
The Saint left behind in the Izyaslav-St. Dimitry lonastery the mem-
ory of his angelic life and many miracles. Upon his dewise, his won-
der~working sacred relics were placed open in the caves where they
remein uncorrupted to this day.

Through his holy prayers may we be savedl
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(1, cont.) f111 it elsewhere because such a struggle would only
attract even greater malice of the evil-one to the Caves Monastery.

+ 2e Compare the following news item with the behaviour of the demon

OM which possessed the man in this incident: "ELXTON, Va., (UPI) ~=In
this world, iMre. Delores Jov is Amcrican, 52 years old and the
wife of a minister. Th another wo:r'ld whose doorway is through hyp-

nosis, she is "Gretchen Gottlieb", who t21ls of her own murder in
Germany = century ago. :irs. J= speaks no German --- znd she has taken
lie detector tests to substanilate it. But under hypnosis, she speaks
ino German, drawing a vivid pilcture of 19+%h century life in 2 tiny vill-
age named Fbesalde, culminating in Lher owa death at the age of about 1&
e eThe case cvoked memories ol two decades ago ...0f a Colorado house-
wife who, under deep hypnosis, became "Bridey Murphy," an Irish ¢irl
speaking in Gaelic of 1ife in an obscure Irish village in tne 19tk
centuryes.." (Vaucouver Sun, 21 JAN.i975). We have heard of a number
of such cases and notice that in all of the ones with whick we are
familiar, hypnosis, a state of passive receptiveness, brings on the
sudden familiarity with a foreign language in a person not acquainted
with that language. ¥e also note that self-hypnosis and ecstatic hrys-
teria are necessary for Pentecostalists to speak in "tongues”, From ths
Lives of the Saints and words of the fathers, we understand that such
demonic actions are not infrequent in persons who placed themselves in
states of passlve receptiveness, such as hypnosis or ecstagy induced
by self-hypnosis.
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3,
THE SAVING OBJECTS OF CHRIST'S FAITH

We have examined the conditions (of the soul which are necessary)
for the reception of saving faith. But of course (this faith) saves
us and brings us toward holiness unot through its very appnearance
per se, but in conformity with the object in whiclk a Christian must
believe., And so in what 1s the general countent of saving faith to
be found?

The scripture says thaet it is necessery to believe in Jesus
Christ as the Son of God, hut one will greatly err if one thinks
that this imnlies sim»ly our mental agrecment with this truth. Here
is what Saint James says of such faith: "You believe that God is one;
you do well. The demons also believe and tremble."(Js.2:19)

We will remind objectors of another pointed phrase from which it
is clearly evident that the most lively conviction in Christ's
strength cennot give man salvation, so that by saving faith in Christ
one must understand something else. Here is this pointed phrase:
"Many will say to Me on that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied
in Your Name, and driven out demons in Your Neme, and done wmany
mighty works in Your Name? And then I will ssy to thew openly I
never knew vou; devart from Me, you who act wickedly".(Mt.T7:22-24)

So 211l will be fooled who think to be saved by only the conviction
of the divinity of Jesus Christ and falsely rest upon Apostle Paul
who clearly said, to the contrary, "Though I have the gift of
prophecy and understand all mysteries and all knowledge; and though
I have all fzith so that I could remove mountains, and have not lovey
I am nothing."(1 Cor. 13:2)

But to return to tie question: What characteristics identify
that faith in Jesus Christ which according to Apostle John is suffi-
cient for salvatione... Faith in Christ 1s saving faith when, descend-
ing from the demands of our good consclence, it has respect to not
only the Person of Jesus Christ, but to the entire inner content
(of that Person), to the qualities of the 1life which He broughtto
earth in His Person.

Apostle John clearly says that the subjJect of gospel love 1is
precisely this life which Christ brought. "In Him was Life; and the
life was the light of men"; "And the 1life was menifested and we saw
and testify and make known to you that eternasl 1life which was with
the Father, and was manifested uato us"(Jnel:4; 1 Jn.l:2). Now we
have found out thet faith in Christ becomes saving (faith) when it
extends not merely to the external characteristics of His Person, but
to that 1life which He revealed in Himself, What kind of 1life is this?
It consists of two principles, both of which must be assimilated by
faith in order to receive salvation.

The first principle of this 1life consists in renouncing the
world and worldly concepts which are contrary to the Gospel, to
condeimn the world as the Holy Spirit condemns it: "for sin, for truth,
for judgwent",

#* slightly abridged and simplified from the original Russian text,
this is part 3 of the series "WHAT DOES THE SCRIPTURE MEAN BY
'"SAVING FAITH'Y by Metropolitan Antony (Khrapovitsky)
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What does this mean? It means that the world is penetrated
with the principles of self-love, pride and vengeance, while }ove,
all-forgivingness, and humility are known to the sons of the King-
dom of God, whom, according to the word of revelation, the world W}ll
always hate precisely for this, just as Cein hated Abel and slew him:
"And why did he sley him? Because his own works were evil and his
brother's richteous"(l Jn.3:12). We shall see that saving falth in
Christ consists first of all in that, regardless of such hatred and
the menacing death of the flesh, one must nevertheless not belleve
in the strength of the evil world, but consider it a delusion, a
deception. This is what the revelation sayse. First of all, it
tightly unites faith in Christ with the renunciation of worldly
prejudices. The Apostle James says: "My brethren, have faith in
Jesus Christ our Lord of Glory without regard to persons etce™
(TJse 2:1-10) (cfe 1 Jne2:17). ) ‘

St. Paul also indicates that it 1s impossible to recelve saving
knowledge of God unless you are "mot conformed to this world."
(Rm,12:2), and he gives Abraham special praise that he believed God
more then the elements of the world(Rm.4:18). It is impossible to
maintein faith in Christ otherwise than in the renuanciation of
worldly understandings: "But we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews
a stumbling block and the Greeks foolishness."(1l Cor.1:23). This is
why the dogme of the Resurrection is so salutory, that in it we
renounce this temptation and insanity of the world for the eternally
ablding true life which is why it is said: "If you confess with your
lins that Jesus is Lord =and in your heart believe that God raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved".(Rmn.10:9; cf., Col., 2:12), This
is why this faith 1s salutary: only by it is the rulnous world de-
feated=~"Who is it that is viectorious over the world but he who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God"e(l Jne. 5:5)¢ On the other
hand, he who doeg not have this victory over the world in Christ's
faith, will dic with the world; he who is with the world is not with
Christ and abides in death. The Lord clearly indicated this 1in these
words to His cnemies: "You are of this world, I am not of this world.
I say unto you, ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not
that I am He, ye shall die in your sins."(Jn.8:24). And so faith in
Christ is bound together with not believing in the world and thus
with enduring hatred from the worldl in which Christ's "faith is
tested as gold in a fire", according to the words of St. Peter,

(1 Pto 1:7)

If this renunciation of the world unfailingly enters into
Christ's faith, then it is understandable that a Christisn, even
though he does not doubt in the divinity of Jesus Christ, cannot say
that he believes in Him until he rejects the seduction of the world.
This is why, in the second epistle to the Corinthians, who, of coursc,
did not doubt in Christ's Person, Apostle Paul nevertheless comuands
them to test themselves whether they are in the faith.(13:5) He
stated the condition with the same thoughts to the Colossians: "If
you abide in faith, grounded and firm"(Cole. 1:23). Xot only cen a
Christlan not believe in the sinful world but even the oppression of
his spirit by menacing decth is not compatible with the understanding
of true faithe. "Where is your failth" reproached the Lord to the
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disciples who were frightened by the dangerous storm.(ILk. 8:25).

Finally, the long scries of examples of saving faith in the 01d
Testament, cited in chapter eleven of the Lpistle to the Hebrews, is
actually nothing other than examples of contempt of the world and
the guidance of the conscience by the Voice, as it is said: "By
faith subdued Kingdoms, administered justicees..closed the mouths of
lions." (Hb.1ll:33

Therefore, O Christian, sece if faith in Christ is, within you,
a replacement of faith and hope in the strenzth of the world. If not,
if you assign it only a modest place amidst your worldly hopes and
searchings, then know that there is no saving faith in Christ within
you, that faith without which "it is impossible to please God".
For the pleasing of God by faith consists in being guided not by
the sinful principles of the world, but having convictions in the
invisible and in what is expeccted by the best impulses of our soul,
to look upon this as upon what is already accomplished (cf.Heb.1ll:1l)
according to the Lord's word: "Blecssed is he that hath not scen and
yet believed" (Jdn.22:21).

The Tlingit Herald will be 1ssued monthly to all subscribers
of Synaxis/Tlingit Herald. Synaxis, with its new format, will be
issued quarterly, due to increased printing costse.





