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VXRY 0FTEN we flnd the answers to perplexing questions or confusLng
events whlch arise ln llfe ln the blographies of the Salnts of Gcd.

As we began tc prepare this llfe of St, Lawrence the Recluse for
thls editlon of S;,rnaxls, we came across a ncTds ii;ern in cur lpcal
newspaper rrrhich was e
resenting an extract
n order to call peop

xp
f
lained ln the life of St. Lawrence. We are
rcrn tliat newsltem as a fcotnot,e to the Llfe
to a greater arrareness of th.e vLlue of"ffi

ople nho rcacl the lives of the Saints elther
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irltua'1. hlowJ.ldge and awareness which coul-d
uccessr'utly 1;ilrough the rnaze of worldly con-
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HOIY RIGI{T]1NiJS LAI.IRNTfCE TI{E RECIUST
I

BJ.essed Lawrenc.: came to the Kiev-Caves i:'icnastery Just after the
ttme of the recl.uses Sts, Isaaky'i;he Fco] and N1h1ta. These two re-
cLuses had en.i.ured terri.ble temotatlons ln their solltary struggles,
When lrawrence wlshed to lmltate these two holy strugglers, the fath-
er$ forbade hiiii to do it in the Caves because, in the first place,
the Kie'.'0aves itonastery was at'ihat tiine suffering ixore frou: the
ma.llce of thc evil--one than any other nonastery ln Rr.lssla. I,loreover,
they reca]l"ed. ho'o th.e eneiny had. inastered the reclu.ses Stsr Isaaky ancl
ITikita 

"'-li''erc-; reeluses rlr said the f nithers, rralmost perished and only
III€thI pra.yers de ii ri;fed therir f fom disaster, I'

Str I,etrrence asr.red thelr fcrl-i.vancss and d.eparted fo
tery of the HoJ-y Greai' I,{artyr Dini.tr;1, :,'hich had been bu

1

rt
11t
His
so

he roonas-
by ?rlnce
life wa,s

lin salva-
Tzy
ext

aslav, and h.e:.e he beq;ln l:.i.s stt.'3g1e as a recluse.
reme}y strlct. llhe Sakt was great;ly ooilcerned for hl

tion and uncte:ltook hearr;i' labou:'s a:,:c '.rith rnucn fr,'.st1ng and. restralnt
he subdu.ed the ca::na1 p.rssicr,se cub'1.i.irg -i;here off wlth the splrltua1
snrord. of pra.yer. tii'ch stcl'ao;r Fi',rre-rnls of' tears, he cluenched the bur:r-
lng arrows of -lhe er'11-one. tr'1 :" hi,s voii'hirn and great stnrggles,
God freed hln froin the wound.s of the Fr.:emv s,trd gave hlm the Gi^aoe to
heal the wounds of oth.ers.

Oneei, a man possessed by a strong and fierce demon il;:s brought
from Klev to the reeluse for healing. Tl.re Sai:nt, lcnowlrrg the Grace-
f llled state of the lilev Caves i{cr:as+-,e ry, instructed 'ohat the clemon-
lzed. man be tajren there. The deruon began tc cry out, ttTo whon are you
sendlng rue? I do not d.are to approaeh that place because of the Saints
there. There are thirty rnonks iir th.:.t monastery whom I fear; though
I au ln battl-e wLth the others.rr

When he heard thi,s testiirrony of the Grace ablding in the Caves rilror..
astery, Saint la.wrence re:lolced and repeated h1s instruction that the
possessed man be taken there at once, the Sa.int aslced the d.einon whlch
thirty ruonks he feared, slnee there T.rere then 180 brethren ln the Caus
Monastery. The d.emon named. the thlrty and. sald, rrThese could, banish me
wtth a w6rd.'t

1*--a:ppear{zr-t1ll s -pub 1 I eat 1 on t hi s
q

1. One shou t tiilnk that the St. left on acctunt of self-wlll. He
e but the fathers wanted hlm to ful-

t

had been eall-ed to be a reclus
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. As.thg possessed man was being d.ragged eiJ-ongr thc demon b-egan toshow h1s deceti-fll powgr, speaking throigll the iian 1,: Hebrew, i*iln,
Greeic-and ln, rrqnknoi"rn tonguesrt. T[ose teaOing the rnan Trere aT/re_stri-]c_en and amazed.' lhear'ing an-unlette red iiran suadeniy *pu"fing ioreig"languages. Nbvertheless, they dragged. him to u:re-ilonasterf . B;fo;ethey gyen entered.lttp gatesr-hclr'ei6r, the unclean "pirit ieft -i;he pen;sol1r The inan iminedlately caiie to hririself and- those irit[ ht;-go.ti;-thanks to the Saviour. hogether they 'ncnt to the caves churcS to glor-ify God.

The abbot heard of thesc happenlngs and came to the church lriththe brethren. The healeri man, t;;;;;g;; icnew neither the auiroil;;-any
.of litq thirty monlcs he had pievlousfy'naureO. J,lhen herp.s asked who hadhealed^hlT'^!u lndicated. thb ikon oi"trre Theotolcos--and replied.:"As lile aoproached the rnonastery, I sar.r triirty holy faihers coming
]o.mge!^Ys, Ll:r::ying thfs ikon rrro"i r"r healed. I icnew their namesbut I dld not know dhem by f arce.ia

The r^rhole broiherhood."g?y9 glory to God. and the Host Hory Theo_tokos and Godts saints. rn"thlg-ngrr, ii.* caves nonastery was glori-fied through-St. f",awrence the necfuie.--t1., fr"vi"g--sJiaratea fron thecaves lavra 1ilce Barnabas frcm r""1, rtotr returned thEre to repose.The saint left behind in the rzyasiiv:si. Dilritry ldonastery the jlen-ory of hls angelic life and;,iany iriracles. Upon i:.is deraise, his ?trcn-der-norklng sacred rel1c" tr?l-u_ ptacec ;p;; i"-iiri,-""ie" where the;rrenain uncorrupted to this da.y.' !

Through his holy praycrs maJr we be saved I
. cont. ) fill it elsehrhere because such a" struggle would cnfyt tract even greater mallce of the evil-one to the Caves lrron aste ry.

2. Cornpare tho fcllowlng news iten: iiith the behaviour of the demon
a

whlch possessed the n,an i:r -bh1s incid.ent: rrllli{Tolv, va. (wr; *rntiris world , i'.Lrs. De} j .lle s Ja;r: is .fu1; ri can 52 years old and tlrer^rife of a nini F-t e r. .ln anctiic r r,Ic;_"1_{ luho se doorwalr is th.rough hyp-nosi s , she is 'fGretchei: Go ttlieb tr , f ito tl lls o f her oTrm murder lnGe rmany a century ago, ""irs a J -,, speaks nr; Gennan and she has tairen11e dete ctor tests to substanl, iate it. Br.lt r-inder hypnosis, she speraksin Ge rman , drawlng a vivid PicrXurs of 19 th centirry llfe ln a ti ny vill,.age named. Ebe salde, culinina tir:r.g in her o wn death at the age cf a'bout lC:...The case evoked ilemcrles cf two d,eeail eS ago ...of O. ColofadO hg'.rs A-wlfe who, und.er deep hypnosis, became ,'B
of llfe ln an obscure

ri-dey I'iurp h)t , " an Irish ql.::Lspeaking 1n Gaelic Irish vil 1age ln t'ne 19'"[century....tt ( Va ouve 21 JAN.'i97 j). lie have hee.rd of a nunber

(

a

,of such cases aird notic A t 1n all of the ones with whic}' we arefamiliar, hypnosls , a state of passive receptlvenesei brings on thesudden farailiarlt y' wlth a forel I

with that langua€!e. i{e also nct
in a person not acqual.ntedgn language

e that self- no sl s and ec stati.r; h;rs-hypteria are neces sa.ry for Pentecostallsts to speak in|ttonguestt. tr'rcm tb:,lives of the Sa ints and vrcrds of the fatherse we u.nd.erstand that suchdemonlc actlons are not lirfrequent in persons who placed themsel_ves i::states of passlrre receptiveness, suchby self-hypnosis a

as hypnosis or ecstaey induced.
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3. 

THE SAVING OBJECTS OF CHRI_ST I S ._tAJJ.H *

We have examined the conditions (of the soul which are necessary) 
for the reception of saving faith. But of course (this faith) saves 
us and brings us toward holiness not through its very appearance 
per se, but in conformity with the object in whic:1 a Christian must 
believe. And so in what is the general content of s2.ving faith to 
be found? 

Tbe scripture says that it is necessary to believe in Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God, but one will greatly err if one thinks 
that this implies simply our mental agreement with this truth. Here 
is what Saint James s.s,ys of. such faith: "You believe that God is one; 
you do well. The dem ns also believe and tremble."(Js.2:19) 

We will rerilind objectors of another pointed phrase from which it 
is clearly evident that the most lively conviction in Christ's 
strength ce.nnot give man salvation, so that by SQ.Y_i_gg�fai_t_h in Ohri st 
one must understand something else. Here is tis pointed phrase: 
"Many will say to Me on that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied 
in Your Name, and driven out demons in Your Neme, and done many 
mighty works in Your Name? And then I will ss.y to thern openly I 
never knew you; de9art from Me, you who act wickedly".(Mt.7:22-24) 
So all will be fooled who think to be saved by only the conviction 
of thG divinity of Jesus Christ and falsely rest upon Apostle Paul 
who clearly said., to the contrary, "Though I have the gift of 
prophecy an understand all mysteries and all knowledge; and though 
I have all faith so that I could remove mountains, and have not love, 
I am nothing. 11 (1 Oor. 13:2) 

But to return to the question: What characteristics identify 
that faith in Jesus Christ which according to Apostle John is suffi­
cient for salvation ••• Faith in Christ is saving faith when, descend­
ing from the demands of our good conacience, it has respect to not 
only the Person of Jesus Christ, but to the entire inner content 
(of that Person), to the qualities of the life which He broughtto 
earth in His Person. 

Apostle John clearly says tlw,t the subject of gospel love is 
precisely this life which Christ brought. "In Him was Life; and the 
life was the light of men"; 11.And the life was manifested and we saw 
and testify and malrn known to you th2.t eternal life which was with 
the Father, and was manifested unto us"(Jn.1:4; 1 Jn.1:2). Now we 
have found out thnt faith in Christ becomes s::1ving (faith) when it 
extends not merely to the external characteristics of His Person, but 
to that life which He revealed in Himself. What kind of life is this? 
It consists of two principles, both of which must be assimilated by 
faith in order to receive salvation. 

The first principle of this life consists in renouncing the 
world and worldly concepts which are contrary to the Gospel, to 
condemn the world as the Holy Spirit condemns it: "for sin, for truth, 
for judgment". 

* slightly abridged and simplified from the original Russian text,
this is part 3 of the series "WHAT DOES THE SCRI:PTURE l\IEAN BY
's11.vnm FAITH'� by Metropolitan .Antony (Khrapovi tsl.cy)
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What does this nean? ft means that the worfd. ls penetratedtllh^the principles of self*1ove, prlde and. vengeancer-whi1e 1ove,all-fo-rgivingness, and humllity irb kno'u:.n to the sons of the i(ing-dg* of God, whomr according to"the word of revelation, the r,rorld.*w111alvrays- hulg-lrrecisely for this, just as Cain hatecl Airel and slew him:
-'And whf did he slay hirn? Because his orrtrn works were evil and. hisbrotherts rigrh.teouslt(l Jn.3:12). We-snafr see tkrat saving faith inChrist consis-bs firs-b or a1t in that, regarcLl-ess of such hatred and.It -the menacing death of the flesh, one must ncverthel-ess not believein the streigth of the evil r,no"iar-rru-i 

"onslder it a delusion, adeception. irris is wtroi'ii:* revei.ation says. First of alr, lttightly unites fai-bh in Christ wlth the renu.nciation of worldlypre judices. The Apostle {?*us $aJrs: trlty bretirren, fr"v. faith inJesus Christ our lcrd of Glory r,iiihcut iegard to pursons etc.rl(Js. ?ir-fo )_ (c!. 1 Jn .iril ) ." 
rvbLlrq vv vvr Durrp .- uL,.

ljtr Paul al-so indicates that it is lmpossibLe to receive savingknowledgg of 9o9 unless Jrou are ,tnot conformecl tc tfris-wo;id,r-*'*(8m.12.:2), ancl he gives i\.brahan special praise that rr" rrriil".a Godnore than the eleiaents cf the nvorid.(nm.+iiA). - it-is in;9os*iur" t;rnalntaln fal'bh in Christ o-bhernise ti."n 1n tir.e renunclation cfworldly- unilerstandings: rrBut r! prn*"t,--cirrist cru.cif ied., to the Jewsa. stumbting bloclc and the Greelrs*ioorisrrne;;;"(i-c;;;iibi. -rrrir"i.
why the dogna cf the Resuryection is so salui,r."y, if:"t ln it T,rerenounce this 'benptation and. insanlty of the rorLiri for trie eternallyablding tme life-r,rhich 1s-why tt is"saicti.-nt;-;;; lonruss wlth your11p*,that Jesus is lord ancl iir your neart believe that God raised.I{ira froin the deaclp }roL1 w111 ue l""".ril.i"no.lor!; cf. col , ztrz), Thlsl"s r,rhy this faith'i'i salutar;,: only by i.b is the ruinous r,rorl_cl de_featsfl*'tttnrc is lt that is victoriou"r ove:: the r.rorld. but he whobelieves that Jesus is the son oi-e;du,ii-j";"";r;)l**0n th. other4tl9r he l,'lro docs not hrve tliis viciory over tj:e world 1n Chr.istrs{gilttr will die r^rith the worlcL; h; *tro"is nlth the rirorrd is not vrithchrist and abid'es in d.eath. The r,ora cLear.ly ind-icated this 1n these}'IOrd's to His cn.emies: ttYcu are of this i,rorld., I ain not of thls world.r. sa;'_unto-l.our re shar-l die in t";;-Irrr*: fcr if ye believe not
1]."1 r g.ir Her xe shatl ctie.in yoi* ,i"rlili"r".g ri\)o." aod so faLth incl'rrist is bounci together with Lot-rlgri"rrioe in the r^rorld and thusyitf enduring batred from the rr'orral-in'which christ t l-nraitrr-i-"testcd' as qcld in a firerr, according {o tiru words of si;i peter.(r pt. 1:T)

If this renunciation of the world unfai]lngt;, enters intochristrs falth, then it is understanoabie that i birristian, eventhcugh he does not d'oubt in.the oiuinity or.resus-d[ri*t, cannot saythat he belleves in IIim untll^he 
""j;;i[ the seductlon cf the wor]-d.This is r'rhy, in th.e second eplstle i"-i[* corintiri"nu, yho, of course,did not doubt in ch.z'lstts Personl Apostle ?auI neve rtheless comnand,sthem to test themselves r,rheth"r ir.li-""" 1n ttre r"iir,.(lt:,;)-"ii"*""stated the cor:d'ition with the s?ne iltg-ugr.ts to i;he Colossians: ,rrfyou abide in faith, grounded. ana iir.nir(Eot. ttzjl . -l.lot 

only cen achristlan not believ6 in the sinful norld but even ttre oppression ofhis splrit b:;r menacing death is noi co*lr"tlble witfr ihe understandingof true falth. ttwher6 is your-rriihi-"'.proachecl the rord to the
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disciples who were frightened by the dangerous storm,(Lk. 8:25). 
Finally, the long saries of examples of saving faith in the Old 

Testament, cited in chapter eleven of the Epistle to the Hebrews, is 
actually nothing other than examples of contempt of the world and 
the guidance of the conscience by the Voice, as it is said: 11By
faith subdued Kinedoms, administered justice •••• closed the mouths of
lions. 11 (Hb.11:33) 

Therefore, 0 Christian, see if faith in Christ is, within you, 
a replacement of faith and hope in the strength of the world. If not, 
if you assign it only a modest place amidst your worldly hopes and 
searchings, then know that there is no saving faith in Christ within 
you, that faith without which 11it is impossible to please God". 
For the pleasing of God by faith consists in being guided not by 
the sinful principles of the world, but having convictions in the 
invisible and in what is expected by tho best impulses of our soul, 
to look upon this as upon what is already accomplished (cf .I-Ieb.11:1) 
according to the Lord I s word: "Blessed is he that hath not seen and 
yet believed 11 ( Jn. 22: 21) • 

The Tlingit Herald will be issued monthly to all subscribers 
of Synaxis/Tlingit Herald. Synaxis, with its new format, will be 
issued quarterly, due to increased printing costs. 




