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IUIISTIO}{S TO fHE XDITOR

t"l. tt - -"lhere is a vcrse ln l Ccrtnthlnas l.lhich I do not und.erstand.
Since we Co not have any priests who speak 3ng11sh, I asked.
sc;l€ other clergymen and got ccnfuslng answers. The verse
ls i Cor. L5:Z9i- Iil-se whad shalI they-do whlch are baptlzed
for the c1eaC, lf the d.ead rlse not a,t alL? Why are tt.ey then
baptizeci for the deacl? I (I(.J.V, )l'This is a u:jor doctrlne ln the iionacn Church and thelr
rrisslonaries are always polntlng to lt and telIlng how they
keep tiils ancient coruinandnent by maklng geneologles and bel.ng
baptLzed ln behalf of everyone of thelr ancestors.trA tsa.ptist rrilnl"ster told me he clld. not understa.nd the vers€,
a R.C. prlcst tclcl me that he guessed that early Chrlstlans
realI,".r wcre ba.ntized for dead relatlves and frlends but thet
the pra.ctlce nust have Just dled out. The chaplaln of our
local Upper l?oonl Drop In Centre (ed: a chaln ol Evangellcal'
ycuth ccunselllng centres across Canad.a) sald that thls wae
talltlng cnl;.r aoout the Jews. Since they were the chosen people,
the cnes vrh: ha.c1 now accepted- christ lnto thelr hearts ccuLd
be s;ilb l-ica.l}y baptlzed for dead members of thelr family, and"
Gcd rroulcl accept this because of the promises of the old law.t'I'fhe.t 1s tlre Orthorloz rneanlng of that verse?rl

A. Tour quesLion demonstrates twc thlngs: the d.lsaster which
cefalls our people lrhen the;; have no way to communlcate wlth
their cle rg.-,r,:1en and the utter |nposslblllty of understandlng
llvlne Scr"iirture rdthcut the Sacred Tradltion.

In 1Ccr. 15:29, ?aul does irot go into great detall because
the pecple tc i'tl:ion he wrote were 11ving wlth ttre questlon about
whlch h.e w::ote, and they had no need of a detalled descriptlon
cf the qucsticn. Fron sacr"ecl tradlticn and the ]lvlng hlstory
of tlie Chu.r:ch ne knoi,r that there was a group of Gnostlc
heretics irr co;'inth at tha-t tl.me who tauglrt that the d.ead wll-1
not rlse f r':r,i the gra"ve on the l-ast day. Thel' nevertheless
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IJ a1t,: irt th rt cne :;i-rght tc be baptizecl ln behal_f of alL onesi,inccsttrs. Pc:ltr:,r;.rs ttie:r had hea.rcl hcw the Forerunner hacl
tJ,escenciccl- iir,c hiLcies to baptize all our rlghteous f orefathers-
ii.-t]-.Le-f;.-,t-'rh, rLri,j g1;rl?1;. fo.i:ned a self-wI11er.i teachlng basecl
r-iDclt iii1s.

Psul' lrro ic , in eff ect, tti,lhat a. sl1ly contrad.lctlcn these
her:etics ha.ve created f cr themselves, teachlng, on the one hancl,
tlil:t the cl.e'r". lrill not rlse anC on the other ltand 'birat i^le oughttc be br-.pbizci rn beha.lf of the d.ead. rf the clead donrt rlse,
l,r;,at nc:cJ. lr;;u.-l-li thel' have of ba.ptlsm anyway?rr

Of ctu-rsce ti.ts,' i^iho h:rve cut themselves off f rcrn the llfe
:t.l tLi'.: Ho1. C:-.u::clr c,ru,Icl nc'1, gLve J'ou a strLight answer, because'bl:e Sc rlptn::c 1,.; rn11' a segnent cf the Sac recl, Traclltion, and
nit11,: r :,.r.r..; f'::T .r the bori;;. it beccfles a.s bllnd i:IS an eye whlch
l,:.S ,,e e:: Z.i1';,tr:rj- lu:t, Cf a i:Oii...'. 

,

.t: ^:{. .)t

I'il:en the :lh::1e o.l Cl:r:rist I s Cirulcli prcnjlullces ij. conrleninr,tirr-i
'--' r-rt; 'i,t.i:' r 'ilr,l i i. il-.; r-r crt:c1ejcn, i:i:rir cy the i{o11. Splrit and
n--.i .,' (i.... Ii ig t.rt I-\.-)ssiltle thlt the Ch.urch ccul-cl conciemn
. v. . *'. i ,, -, .F" --^' L:, ,; r. rrr-. )....)., 1'l' tc, f rrn f car, f rcri f a"natlcisn, f t'cn lnbred pre-
luilici:s rr flt'r,, s. refuse.l to forgive, for all these things are
ini;,.icrl- t.: tl,e nr"ture lLncj 'ueirrg; of the Holy Church. Such-Lirrtiers rs tlLc 0l.u.rch conclclnlrs, She c:>nd.emns rdth profounC reascrr
:,n1. justlce, ,rictitrated. |;;' 1na nost perfect love. There maj/ be
s )i;;e lorsl:l1s i-r-', ti:'e ChurckL whc a.pprcach these anathernattzed
i;'in;is fcrl-i-si.,l---, nct ltncl.rlng or uncerstandlng the fullness of
tlre i,,-.ite::. Fr:r- ihe railcnal chilcl of the Chilrch, however, lt
is t+c11 unCcrstlc{ that }re cannct questlon the contlemnatlons of
tire C?.urcir cl.'blr:-l-ic, but that we cught rather to seek to know
Ln',i tc un-"-':tsi;c.lr,-l che reascns why these cond.ernnatlons have been
orcnounced a..rrd so oppose these thlngs wlth a wel-l reasoned opp-
rsitj-lrrn nci, f rcl.r hatrecl cf the thlng but frorn l-ove of God and
ou. t' n ei'"libcu r'.

If ;r:rt-l h:,:ve questlons cDncerning any of 'r,he things which
Ilcl;r Churcl. L::,s sprl:en aga.inst or ccndenmed l wrlte ycur que6tlons
t: the ed,itrrs cf Syna.xls and" the;' w111 try to expla.ln the posl-
tion of t}:e Ci:r-lrch in a conprehenslble ild.rrrl€rr
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JLl':: lliOil !ii:ll;i'.:L .l lil}OL0GY
Ii i'illi i .;.,.'if.::..i'H C;,.;fUnY

!-i,'i DCjLS THJ' SC1UPTURS MEA}I BY 'ISAVIi.,G FAI'IH'''i
i.r y i.letropclltan Antony ( Khrapovltsky ) .
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The cited- erevcnth che.ptcr of the letter to the Hebrews isnct 11i:,itcil tc tire aspects of 0hr1st I s J'a1t?r wh.ich negate(ttre
'.rrr1i ); bhis cirir.irter also reveals lts positlve qualltles. To
bel-leve ln christ rlesns to believe ln (seuless)love which re-
ceivecl 1ts higl:rest Justlflcatlon through Hln, to acknowledge
(sel.fl-ess)l-ove s,s the higher law of l1ie and-to be gulded uy 1t.In this respect, the f cllor'ring words are especlally notablel rrby
faitli l'Ioses, when he had grcwi to naturlty and beeorue greatr r€-
fused to be ca.lIed the son of Pharoahrs daughters because hepreferred rather to share the hardshlps and bear the shame of the
peonle cf Gcd than'r,c he.ve the fleetlng enjoymsnl of a slnful
1lf e. Iie ccnsiclererl the conternpt borne for Chrlst to be a gneat-
er wea1th th:rn a.11 the trea"sures of Egypt...tt(Ilb.11 124-26).-

Cbse nre tne,t whl]-e the Apcstle was cltlng examples of obed.-
lence to Gcdf s r.r111 and contempt for the worlcl, he was speaklng
slirrpl;,. about falth, and he places thls struggle of love lor
b::ethren lntc direct unlon wtth the work of Chrlst.

'igt perhaps $cne rvl1l sa;,'rrrlf thls ls sor then ls falth lnChrist's Pe rscu iifrJ. tire Dlvirre Worthlness cf H1s Perscn necessaryfcr saLviticn? Is i'L not er-i:ru.qh to have:r general bel-lef ln the
lrin e"C t6 of 131rc ? rr

0f course notl It is tnre that there ls much natural sym-
nath;r frr lrve 1n our nature, but how groundless ancl casual ft ls
lf 1ts scl-e suD,.,ort 1les on1;'' ln our splrlt. today we bow before
lt wi:lle tc:;lcr-rc1-{ i,re scorn li. Today it seemed. to-us that by
l:ve one carn crnquer, but tor;icrrow and the day after tomorrofu we
w11l- ire crnvi:ieed. c;,'triuch more self-evldent proofs that the ord.er:f 11fe e-nd the wcrlcl is contrary to the sp1r1t of love, that not
a, slng1e Derstn, Lruch less scciety, can llve lt through.

0n1;,'the ccnvlction that thls love was brought as a flnal
guitie rf lifcr i:y the Incarna.te llord, on1;r fa1t5 ln the dlvlne
powor of Flinr ',"bo ca11ecMi;rse1f love, can elevate to the level offirin falti"r ti.,cse faint-heerteci gusts of the soul by whlch lt ls
d ravm to lcve .

Therefrre, fr:-lth in the Dlvlnlty of Jesus christ ls savlng
beca.use t)li 1t an:l ciily b:,,' 1t 1s love afflrrned anc'l elevated, leac-
lnq us to G:ri, sc th:-b tre trul;. afe not sa.ved bJr our strength
bui "b,.. qraice thr:r-ish faith.'r(,}ph.2:B).

Iler-e 1s hrr'r blessec iol",n r'lrote about lcve as an object of
lcve:
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ttlle recognized the love whlch God has for us and came tobelieve ln 1t.rr (r Jn.4:16) only through the God-reveared
kncr+1edge that God is love d.o hre know that our love 1s not a
casuiil fee11n5 rrut the hlghest truth of llfe so that t'...He
wh: cr'ieI1s in lorue,ilnells ln God and Goci dwells ln hfun.ll(r .ln./+trl:). Frrr these holy anci 1lf e-glvlng words we see thattc love is tn-il:'impossible wlthout falth ln chrlst, but arso
th::.t fa.ith in Ci:i:ist ls falth ln the 1ovlng Chrtst, falth ln
Ijlrn its in leve i'.'hich ha.s beccne, through Hls aclvent, a hlghest
}:w ;f life, tha ',rtiis of r.,1]'Lruth.

"irntL s3 ti^c::e is .ltr llve and truth wlthout Citrlst, and
Ohristrs salvnti:n is given cnly to those who belleve-ln Hlm,
precisel)'.3.s ilr t?re s?urce of lcve and truth. i'le have alreadyclted lTrs rrr'orCs i:;' which T.le censured. those who believe ln Hlm-
on1;r grs 1:: e person(i.e. pthose who belleve ln the ?erson of
Jesus christ the Gr:d-nan and hcoe to be saved merely by thls
belief ). Here alle other words 6;r whlch our Savlour- dl-rectly
intllcates in lrhi,rt DrcDertles of Hls one must belleve ln order
to be savec: trbeli-eve- ln the Gospeltt( Mk.1:lf ) ; ft. . .be11eve ln
the Llght th;rt 1,rou n:ay be sons cf the Llshttr.(Jn.LZt35). tr'ln-
all;.', lie sa.ys d.lrectl"v thr:.t lle does nct d.emand a (mere )personaldevcticn tc Hi:riself, but to that path of l1fe which He revealed
thrrr"rgh lilr;tse']f: ItIf I cio not do the works of i"Iy Father, do
nct belicve l.;e . il ( ,ln.10 t3T ) .

And scr falth ln Chrlst is savlng(falth)only wtren lt ls
at the slinie tl:e, faith ln His Iove, 0n1y he who has leamed.
to lcve, licwever, can begin to belleve 1n love; 1f our natural
lcve ls povrerless lrlthout falth, then falth 1n Christrs love ls
i,uDossible witirot:.t the co-operatlon of voluntary love. It 1s
ln this sense tha.t the Apostle wrote: tr...1n Chrlst Jesus
neither elrcu.j,rclsicn nor uncircunrclslon counts for anythlngrbut
only faitl: activ:,tcd thr:irgh love.[(GaI .526). Our falth ln
Christ ls a.ffiri;reL tc the degiee that love grows, and thenr oB
the othe:: handraccordlng tc the neasure of the gron-bh of falth,
love becomes clear, Ch::lstian Joy grows and world.Iy seductlons
ap_oeilr to be rnost insi-gnlficant. To have savlng falth ln Chr1st
means tr> devclo.o IIis lcve ln one self , tc strlve toward Hls per-
f ecticn. Accor<lln9 t,r the wcrd of ?au1, we become sons of God
b:,r falth in Jesus Chllst only becauserri[s many as have been
oaptized 1n christ have put on chrlstt'. (GaI.3227 )r1.er lar€ pen-
etra.terl b}' Hls fee11ngs, llis lcve(cf .PhlI .2t5) t for lt ls pie-
cisel;' c' this thrt rne attalns t,he very rrknowledge of our lrord
Je su s Cirri strr ( 2 P':;t .1: B ) .

Tl:1s ls lcnolrledge based upon the strlving to asslmllate to
cneself Christrs viriues and" to create wlthln-oneself that
sa.vinq farith ab:ut wirlch St.John sald that, trEveryone who believes
tha.t Jesus 1s the Christ, ls born of Godrr(I Jn.5:1). Thls adopt-
1on tc Gocl thnugh llkene-os to Chrtstrs splrlt (f Jn,3t2) contalns
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the final i:im of thr.t savlng falth whlch, therefore, 1s not
assir:1k.,.ted l;' u.s by external means, but ls afflrmed ln us
tl:r:uqh .ur striving tcward gcod. In order to have savlng
fatt,h in Clit:ist, lt is necessarlr to voluntarlly renounce tkre
vlces of the ucrkl, to d"evelop and malnta.ln love wlthln one-
self ln crtJ.er to c.ci:n:'rwledge the Incarr:ate Bearer of the hlsh-
est l:ve.jrs the true inflnite Son cf God and through thls
acknrivlerlgr;:ent tr again elevate one I s love to everLastlngness.
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