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TII3 FAITH OF Ti{E CEI{TURION
gLgASJ=qSAW.:
by Archbishop lllkon of
i'lashinston and Flcrlda

frArnen, I tell ;four mciny wi-lI come f rcm east ltncl lllest
and sit at to"ble with Abreham, Isaac and Jaccb in the
I(ingdom cf i{eaven, whtle the sons ancl heirs cf thq king-
don rrrill be driven out intc the outer cLarknessrr.Then
Jesus su"id. to the centuricn, tGoi it shaLl be done as
ycu have believed... t." (ilrt,B: 1 1 ^13).

Ihis warnlng of the Lord, spoken tc the people cf l{is own tlme,
relates in full--i,:easure to us as rreIl. For, l,Te too, born cf Ortho-
dox parents, baptized in Chrlstrs f:rith and belonglng to the Holf
Orthodox Chrjrchl are chlld ren of the klngdcm and yet each one of
us is ln clanger cf belng banished lntc the outer cl.arlcness in the
future age lnsomuch as we do not fo11ow efter the L,crd in thls
life.

Thus, for us, if we deslre to avoid this danger and to inherlt
the ktngdcm cf e'ter'nal blessedness and re jcice in the l,crdts un-
Clniling g1cry, it Ls vcry 1:.i1;crtant tr undcrstrnd thc circunstances
und.er r^rfrlcir ifre lord, spoke this w"rrnlng; and. why the falth of the
oenturlon cf Capernaun was d.eerned wor.t.sy of the Lcrdrs speclal
pralsc.

The lord Jesus Chrlst ccvered His all-inlghty Dlvlnlty wlth the
appearance of a hureble inan and experienced many sorrows-in the dayq
ol-tits earthly preaching. The atfitctlcn of Hi-s crown cf thorns and
thc tonlents 5f'His croes began frcn: the fLrst day of His preechlngt
rriith tr{-tre first encounter vrith a world }ying in evilr The moment He
prcclaimed in Nazcreth, "Thc Spirlt of the Lord is upon ivle, because
He ha'oh anointedr yle tc preacir tfre gospel to the poor; He h"!lt sent i{e
tc hcal the broicenheartbcl, tc preadh deliverance to the captives and'

healing to the blind, to iet at llbert;' them that are brulsed' tc
preech-the acceptable yeqr of the l,ord...Thls day ls this scrtpture
tulfilleci In ycirr eors".tt1, they tried to kill Hirn and the ?lger o_f

Iils enemles follovred Him at every step cf liis dlvine preachlng'_ He

was deprlved even of the understandinft of His disciples. For, t!:ough
they r,rere personally devcted tc Hin, they did hotund.eystand lils teac:
ing until aftor'che descent of the Holy Spirit uircn them after His
ascencion to heaven from them, Thus He- fulfillecl His earthly preach-
lng with great strruggle, ancl sorror,rfully exclaimed, ttO faithless ancl
pervcrse generattcnr-irow long shp,lL I be rvrth you? How long shall I
bndure ycil?"2.

0n1y occasionallyr &s if cutting thrcugh tlr.e darrcness into trhi-ch
rnanlcind. was plunged r brlght rays of that falth which the Siaviour hacl
coifle tc plant, warrned His sorucwful heart. Subh a bright ray was the
falth of the centurlcn cf Capcrh&ullrr

At that tliire the fsraellte gcvernment had l-ost its pclltlcal in-
depeirdence ancl was subJugatecl by thc porrerful Roiiran Eruplre. The pol-
lcy cf the Rcman Empire concernlng subjugated pecples llas to,.offer
these peoples fulI autonomy, prcvlded. they pald trlbutps and clid noL
rlse tn rebelllon agal-nst the Ei:rplre. In order to guarrantee Rouan
lnterestsr raillt,a.ry garrlscns were p'osLed it: the cltles of the sub-
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Jugated klngdons.
In compar"rlson with the iirrilensity 35 the Roilan Ernplrer these

garrisons we re vcry insignif icant..l,n slze; but thcy lder€ clistinguisb,
ed by very strict disclpline and severe eruelt;r. The ccmcianders of
these garrisons h.ac1 'cct:il authori-by crrcr tl:e city ar:d. the peoole.

Judglng by tiie Gosltel narraticn, thc Qi:.1.rcr'i:iir"uln centurlcn was a
pagan, but he had .i scul i^rhicl: wrrs generally iriclined to Christ. The
soul- of this ?ag.rn was filled irrith love toltard Gcc'i, which r"les reveal*
ed ln his lovc tcr:rard Gcd rs leo1:lc he h.,rd built a synagogue f cr
them -ranc1 by his lorre toviarcl h1s neielhbour * revealed in h1s per:
sistent care fcr his d.ying servant.

It is evident thi:t 'blie centurion ltas a scnicr, perhaps the sen-
1or, cornne'"n(Ler in Cai:cllltaum, f cr €Lrcheologic"rl exc:rvations testify
thet the synagog'ue b.c had lcuil-t was vcry large. A lesser cfficial
cculd not hcr.ve buj-lt si"ich a k:.rge prayer hcn:e for a fo::eign faith,
The Lorcl Jesus Christ li'hc had preached in Caperniluirr, a,)peared, cn the
cther he'.nd, tc be a simple migra.nt frcn i'iazarcth, a ccrpenter occu-
p)'ing nc offtce and.' having nc official sccial position,

ilnd hcre this ccmrnanc)_er, instcc.d. of cali-ing the Jud.ean Teacher to
hiiise1f, ar:pealod tr Hirn r"^lith lievcrencc and fear, through the inter-
nteC,iary of Iiis or.,Irt peolrle lf t]rc sai:te tribe. He aslced the Israelite
clders to intcrcede for h1n before ttrcir Teaehcr, nnt ccnsiclerlnghimself r,rcrthy tc i:ppeal 'cl l{iri: })erscnall}r. l:,icreover, r'rhen he dis-
ccvcred that the Teo.cher tr'ia.s rc:dy to come to his home, he ashed that
Hq !g stcppecl. Here thc ceriturion- revcel-s his faith ancl the nnbillt;rcf his scul. fn his ltcrds, rccord.ecl by thc hcly Eva.ngelist Luke, thisthougl:t 1s rcvea.lcd. :ttr car.r.,ot rece ive Ycu, thc l.te ssiah sent fcr thc chcseo.

i:r9cple, in niy hcile, bccause I aln a pagan. I Jcnor,l thatthc lai^r rf Ycllr pecnlc fcrbids your"pecple intercourse
i^ri-th 1lagens" If lrei.l errter rry hoine , tlien'-you lril.t be re-
prcach.e d by Your oeoplc. rnd eed , thcr-c is iro nced fcr
You tc enter il)r hotxe'and sce the ill servi:nt in crder

- tho.t rny rei':.uie st be fu-'r-f ir-red.. This r,r:;uld be i.re cessary
,. . i.,foT ".n crcrinar;r cloctor. You l:ie.ve llmitless au,thorlt;'"
!';' - hnd ccnrarand a.ll la.r.rs of existence. rt is enough for

)lcu tc but s;y a urrd ancl it rvill inmediately"be fr-rl-fi]led, bec:.Luse you ere the iltraster and Cclnin:rlder of bcth
heaven i.,nd earth. I rr:}rss11 have an uitclersta:rding ofauthority, because I pcssess authorit;, over mJ, Eubord-tnates ancl thcy fulfil il}r orders withcut question. Theentire u.nlverse is subjebt tc ycu. Frcn adquaintancerrrlth Ycur_pecplc ancl r"itrr thc law cf ycur decpre, rd.iscovered tlia,t the l.ir; ssiah, whc se arrlval_* j.s- airaite d
!y the r'rhcl-e wcrld_ will bc the alnilghtSr Gcci incarilate.
Frci:i Ycur actlvity 1n this citJr, r fiavb be cn ccnvinccdthet You a.re Gcd incarnatc cn 6arth. Thercfore, cnly
speaile the wcrcl and i-b will heal my servant.',

The ccnturion cf Capcrnaum was lilce the Magi i,,rho had corie frcnthe:iast tc revercnce thc Savlour of the wcrld" l,Ihc hacL been born in
Bethlehen;..he lras lilcc the SJrrc,"-Chaldean r^ronan about whcm the Lcrd.
4eclarecir_-"0 T.\roti.tn, great is-ycur faith,t'l; h; 

"'"u iit" Augar, thel(ing cf ridess3, e l^r}:.c wished. tc- cle l-i-ver Chri6t the Savicur f iorn eruci=-
fixicn 3n Gclgctha anc] r'las deened i,r,rrthy to receive from the l,crcl
the ikon nct made b}t ha.nds, and a inlracul-ous heaIlrng.
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These were all pagans, but they testlfled'i;Irat Christ the Sav-
lour 1s thettl,ight to-enlighten th6 gentlles'r, as st' Sirneon the
God-recelver had fcretold cf Him, and that falth ln Jesus Chrlst
as lord and Savlour of the world is near to each God-fearlng hunan
heart not d.arkened by rnaIlce, pride and passlons.

**x
(fnc message which Vladllca Nikon ls giving us is very slmple and
extremely signiflcant: If ycrl were rrborra Orthocloxtt ycu are fortun-
ate. But many rrere also bcrn intc the old Isracl, and were not saved"
they hoped. on some sort of birth-rlght tc provide them with the Prom-
ise, but Clc1 nct accept the Prcnise when it caine tc thcm. They were
replaced then by a neir Israel nelr Itsons-of-tibraha.nrr were balled
fcrth to f111 Chrj-strs Church from ainongst the gentiles.

Thcse exclusivlsts today who hope on salvation as an autonatlc
rlght cf their canral blrth are directly warned here by Vladlka
Nilccn that converts are en
cutshine them 1n faith and
ln their carnaL blrth cf 0
convcrts tc Hcly Orthcdoxy

tering the Holy Orbl:oclox Church who far
thus they have nothing to be proud. of

rthodox parents. They, too, must beccne
to Chrlst, fcr Orthodoxy and Christ

).are 3ne and" the sane t
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1ied, rri:ncl this holy table has
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L{eanlrhlle , the so re greTir
tcld everyone rrlhc visited hiiii
the more the lnner person gro
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gii*4.lgt$_oE jiel,,lqq
THE FIRST CORRECT TRA\ISLATIOI{ 0F THr, ?S.iilTIR iiVER TO APPEAR IN THE
ENGIISH LA}TGUAGE I1TIS JUST BI}E}T BJJIiUTIFUII,Y PUBIISHSD BY THIj HOI,Y
TRAI{SFIGURATIO}T MO}TASTERY. THIS PSALT]IR ]S ESPNCIAIIY DSSIG}iIED FOR
USE Ili 0RTH0D0X CIiRISTIAN DMNX SERVICES Ai\tD ?Rii.YrrR, AI,ID COl,lTtrIlTS
TABIES EXPIAINII\IG TI{E IIATHIS]UATA AND IISTII';GliiHIcH PS,\LMS ARn To BE
F-E.{D AT liAcH TYPE 0F suitvrcn. AVATIABLE rN HAR.D covriR oiilT: ,LLerIgORDER FROl.t: THx HOLY TzuNSFIcUzuTIOIi MONT.STEP'Y,

278 WARRIN STREET,
tsROOKI,INE, i'tASS, OAj74
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