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Orthodox Britain
2

THE BEGINNINGS

by Rev Lev Puhalo.

@ Ror"rr" rrere not merely conquerors of unciv-
ilized regions. They were also settlers, builders,
farmers and miners. Wherever they $rent, they built
tor^ms, cities, otganized farms, communl"cations,

transportation and opened mines. Settlers came to every newly occu-
pied region, frorn al-l parts of the vast empire, to trade, open busi-
nesses or acquire land. It is not surprising, therefore, to fLnd ear-
ly settlements of Syrians, Latins and Jews in Spain, Gaul and Britain.
Collingwood estimates that around 100,000 such foreigners settled in
Britain in the early days of the occupation.

Roman interest in Britain began in about 55 BC, when Caesar Julius
firstvisited the main island in an unsuccessful attempt to conquer it.
The actual conquest of Britain was begun ln about 43 AD, and by 47 AD,
the Romans rrere firmly entrenched. Roman garrison tor^ms began to be
built in key locations, and roads were build between them.

In addition to these, the Romans also rebullt ancient native Bri-
tish towns to serve as administrative centres for each tribe of Bri-
tons - something like county seats. Among these, was Glastonbury.

Glastonbury was a very old Britlsh town even when the Romans ar-
rived. It had been buil-t by at least 200 BC, on high ground in the
great shallow, brackish lakes below the source of the Thames River.
These lakes began to recede over the years and became marshes, and
later, meadow land. The ancient isle had been cal-l-ed ttthe Isle of Ava-
lontt, and this name persisted even after the marshes had begun to dry
up.

Ertrrior of tia dush rt SilchBci
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Glastonbury lakc villsgc

By Rouran tlmee, the area round Glastonbury had become marsh and
meadow, and the great Roman road called Foss Way was bullt nearby,
runnlng from rsca (Exeter) ln Devon, to Llndum (LincoLn) ln the North
Eaet. The road passed through or very near the rrlsl.e of Avalon'r, and
Glaetonbury may have been made a local tribal Beat.

For the Romane and other settler8 ln thls area, the maLn attractlon
ttas the lead and tln mlnee and the trade connected wlth thern. The Emper-
or Vespaslan, when he was governor of Britaln, had exproprlated the na-
Jorlty of theee mLnee for the support of the Roman Leglons statloned in
Brltaln. Lead and tln were ghlpped from here to spaln, and Glastonbury
wa8 a centre of thls trade.'It would be lnposslbLe to say, of course,
how many Jewe gettLed ln the reglon of Glastonbury, or Just when they
arrLved, but lt ls hardJ-y surprislng to hear that one or more Jewlsh
Chrlstlans had cone to BrltaLn, especlally after the destruction of Jer-
usalem. Judean lnterest ln the British trade was ralsed during Vespas-
lants term as governor of Judea.

The hLstory of the flrst Jewlsh Christlans ln BrLtain Ls not knor,m.
Whatever reasons there nay be for supposing that Joseph of Aranathea

t,
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r{as among them, thls idea remaLns unsubstantlated. There were Jews,
Greeks, Syrians and Afrlcans in aLl five of the Roman Municipalltles
of Brltaln: Camulodunum (CoLchester), Verulaml-um (St Albans), Lindurn
(Ltncoln) , G1-evum (Gl-oucester) and Eburacum (York) . Ampl-e traces of
thelr presence have also been found ln the Romano-Britlsh towns. Per-
haps there nere also earLy Greek and Latin Chrlstlans in Brltain at
thls tlme as well, but very earLy traces of a Chrlstlan house chapel
Ln what appear€ t,o have been a JewLsh house ln GLastonbury, and the
fact that, after the faLL of Rome and the barbarlan lnvasLons of Brl-
tain, Gl-astonbury became a stronghoLd of Christlanlty, has always giv-
en it a'speclal pJ.ace ln the history of the Church ln Brl-taln.

The Apostle Slmon, calLed 'rThe Zealotrr, certainly went, to BrL-
taLn, and llkely taught ln whatever synagogues there nlght have been,
preachlng Chrlet to the Jews and pagans alike. The Apostle was even-
tually trartyred at Ratae (Lelcheeter) .2

How large a brotherhood of Chrlstians there was ln Britain at
thls tlne, no-one knows. ApostJ-e Paul $ras acqualnted wlth Britaln.
He stayed at the home of Pudens and Claudla RufLna, converted Britons
who were 11v11S Ln Rome, either as exlLes, notable hostagee or even
as offlclale.J They were lmportant enough to be mentLoned ln a poen
by the Ronan'epigramrnatlst Martlal. St Paul nentions them Ln hls sec-
ond eplstle to Tlmothy. The Apostle of the Gentllee dld, ln fact, con-
secrate a member of this houeehoLd, LLnus, as flrst blshop of Rome.4

It ls aLso certain that St PauL dld send the disclple Aristobule
(one of the Seventy) to BrltAC.n as bishop. St ArLstobule ordalned pres-
byters and deacons ln Brltain, and was also martyred there by trlbes-
men. At eometLme -in thls era, it seems, a petty Brltlsh trlbal chief-
tan called Lucius5 was baptlzed, and sent a request to the bishop of
Rome for more mLssionaries. This reportedly took place around the year
170 AD. It seems accurater;.ils the ChristLan writer Tertul-Llan, in a
paper written sometLme between 180 and 200 rnentions the Brltlsh isles
as among those natlons whleh have belleved in Christ. Origen also men-
tions the Church in Britaln ln about 200.

To say more about the history of the Church ln Britain ln this
perlod would lead to undue specul-atlon and the repetltlon of uncertain
datai Aelde from the vislts of St Slmon and St Aristobul-e to Brltaln,
the actually historlcaL perlod of the Churchls- llfe there begLns ln
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the earry 300re. Our only eure lnelghte lnto the hletory of the fatth
ln Brltain ln the Lntenrenlng years come t,o us from arehaeology.

[contlnued: archaeologgof the church Jn Roman Btltalnr st At.banJ.
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1- FEBRUARY

THE BLESSED VIRGIN

BRIGIT, ABBESS OF KILDARE

,The power of Godts Grace to change peop
1ands, was shone forth in this holy Saint.

$aint Brigit lived at the
was just being revealed in Ire
ry was still wild and nany of
tal and cruel.

time when Christ's Holy Church
land. In those days, the count-
the kings and warriors were bru-

1e and even whole
For, St Brigit is

t kings to be
pagans to seek

436, at Tircon-
father, the master.
old to a different
as a Christian,
e her child accor-

remembered above all else for her holy love, compassion andcharity.
merc i fuL
Christ.

By her Christ-like example, she taugh
, the greedy to be charitable and the

Brigit was born in the year of our Lord
nell, Ireland. Her mother was a slave, her
Before St Brigit was born, her mother was snaster, a pagan magician. Brigitts mother w
strong in the faith, and she strove to rais
ding

S gician (wizard) noved
household with hirn.to the province of Connaught, taki ng his

Here, Brigi trs mother, whose name was Broiksech became closeto the Christian Bis hop It{el. S t Brigit herself was raisedun-

to the Gospel.
oon after St Brigit's birth, the ma

t
l"nder the careful. and lov g eye of this holy bishop, and she

grew strong in the Lord under the guidance of her e1der.
Very early in life, St Brigit showed special gifts of Godb

Grac e, and several people were hea led of illnesses through herpure prayers . Moreover, the Saint was a hard worker , and shedid every task to the
had a special reverenc

glory of God. The peop
e for this blessed chi

le of the district
r-d , because of her

open-hearted love for everyone and every creature.
Now, in the old Irish 1aw, if a master bought a slave wo-

man who was expecting a ch ild, he bought only the rnother , andthe child, when it was born, was free. When the Saint gr ewolder, she wanted to go to visit her father, Dubthach, wholi
ed in the province of Munster. The nagician agreed to hel-p her
make the journey and she went to her father t s house. To hergreat joy, St Br

,i git soon brought her father to a true under-
standing of the G ospel of the Holy Church, The blessed maiden
worked on he r fatherrs estate, and continued to struggle infasting and prayer.

6

once, the council of the bishops of rrerand was to be held



in the town of Moy Liffey in nearby Leinster province.
man in St Brigit's neighbourhood had some need to take

ems to the bishops for their advice and he1p, and
I ltiglt- to go with her on the journey. There waslloly bishop named Ibhair at the- council, and it wad to him by God's Spirit that a blessed naiden waso the council. When St Brigit entered the council
p- Ibhair rose to his feet and glorified God. "Thiswhom I foresawr" he said. Then, he blessed and conhe chosen maiden.

SAINT BRIGIT

ing t
Bisho
Mary
ted t

S

vif

v.
Bri

ob
S
pray to G , making the sign of the Cross upon hersel

A wo-

probl
ked S
tain
veale

her
she
ac
sr

as-
er-
A-

con-
room,
is th

s ecra -

hortlv after this, St Bri git went to visit her motherwho was st 1 11 in slavery. The mother was very i11, but shestil1 had to work hard in her master's dairy. The young Sainttook over her mother rs duties, and with her hard workand pray-ers, the dairy soon began to produce more butter than ever be-fore. St Brig it had a custom of always dividing the butter in-to thirteen
t1es, and a

p
1
ortions, one eac
arger portion in

h commemorating
honour of Christ th

the twelve Apos-
e Saviour.This last portion she always gave awa to the poor people inthe area. Soon, t

,
he magician and his w e heard of these thi-ngsand they came to 1oo k over their dairy, They saw that it wasnow clean and well run. The calve s were in good health , andthere was nuch butter being sold every da The rnagicianrswife, however , out of greed denanded of git that she filla large conta iner with butt er then and there , so the mistresscould take it home with her There was only a snall quantityof butter left at that t ime, for the Saint had given the extrabutter away to the poor peop1e. The nagician's wife became an-ty and began to mock and s cold the bless ed-one. At this, theaint bro ht what butter there was in the churn, and began toug

od f and up-on the butter. The mercifu 1 Lord heard the prayers of his ser-v-ant, and when she began tthere was more than t[ere
o take the butter out of the churn
had been. Indeed by God I s miracle,there was even more than was needed to fil I the container.When the magicia

taught about this Ch
n saw this, he was anazed. He asked to be

Moreover he set St
rist l{hom St Bri t and her mother adored.

taught t
hold wer

it's mother ee. After he had beent
he Christian th the magici an and his whole house-e bapt ized into Chrt- strs Holy Church, and he gave awaythe cows and the dairy to the poor, and completely changed hiway of life.

Brig
Fai

g1
fr

- st. Brigit returned to her father's house, and though heloved her, he was often ar:gry with th; tr"rsed-one. The saintwas in the habit of giving'aiay something to every beggar or
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SAINT BRIGIT
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SAINT BRIGIT 

poor per so'n who asked for help. In this way, Brigit wqs gi v­
ihg awai �11 he father's food, property and wealth. In �es­
pair, St Brigit's father took her to the fort�ess o� King �un-

1 l�ing of Leinster, and asked him to take her into his service 
1 as a worker. It was the law in those days, that no-one could 

�arry his iword into the king's house. So, when Dubtach star­
ted to enter the king's house, he took off his sword and gave 
it to St Brigit to hold, until she was sent for. 

When the Ring asked why St Brigit's father wanted to be 
rid ·of her, Dubtach replied, "She is a good and hard worker, 
but sli� is giving everything of mine away to those who do not 
work, arid soon I wil 1 be p·oor. 11 The king told him to bring in 
Brigit, but when Dubtach came to St Brigit, he not.iced that 
she nb longer held his sword. 

"Where is my sword?" he asked in alarm. "Father, a poor 
leper came and asked help of me, I had no gold, so I gave him 
your sword, that he ·might sell it." 

St Brigit was brought before the king, and her father an­
grily told him what had happened with the sword. The king as­
ked in surprise: "Why do you take your father's wealth, and 

1: even his sword, and give it away?" St Brigit replied: "The 
I Virgin rs Son knows; If I had your power and wealth and all of 

Leinster, I would give it all to the Lord of the poor." 
·The·king was amazed. Then Brigit boldly told him and all

those present about the Gospel of Christ and the life God.com­
mands of all those whd would obtain the Heavenly Kingdom. The 
kirig glorified Christ because of the love and compassi9n of 
His Saint, and sent her away in peace. 

I Not long after this, a certain man came and asked fo.r the 
,hand of Brigit in marriage. Her father was happy to give her 
away, and the family encouraged her to marry the man. He was 

1 wealthy and had a good reputation, and everyone thought that 
. he would be a good husband. The Saint, however, had already 
jdecided to become a nun. She replied to all, "The Son of the
Virgin knows. Nothing is good for us if it harms our souls." 

St Brigit soon went down to the cathedral at Telcha Mide, 
'to Bishop Mel, her elder, with eight other virgins to be ton­
isured.When they came to church on the day of their tonsure, 
,St Brigit, out of humility, stood at the end of the line, think­
ing to herself that the others were all more worthy than she. 
When Bishop Mel saw the merciful Saint standing last of all, 
,he called her forth, and said: "Blessed are the least, for they 
shall be first." He tonsured St Brigit first and set her over 

.. tthe rest as abbess. She later founded the convent at Kildare.' For many years, then, St Brigit struggled and guided her 

9 



SAINT BRIGIT

nuns. God granted her many gifts of Grace. People fron across
the whole country cane to the Saint for healing, confort and
for he1p.

The Saint knew and often he1
Patrick in his tireless labour o
Brigit was renowned for her char
ber of the poor that she fed is
saved many from prison and death

ped the great apostle, Saint
f enlightening Ireland, St
ity and nercifulness. The num
known only to God, and she

eight God-pleasing years. As
r, Bishop Nin, called by the
frorn Rome. He came to visit

eath. He cel"ebrated the Divine
onmunion. Soon after, the Sain
hands of Christ the Saviour,
ion, together with the Father

St Brigit lived for eigh
the time of her repose drew
peopLe trThe Pure-Handr'r arri
St Brigit, and found her nea
Liturgy and gave her the Hol
gave up her holy soul into t
to Whom be all glory and ado
and the Holy Spirit. Amen!

ty-
nea
ved
rd
yC
he
rat

The gteat st coLunba (colun-ci77e), who was the aynstre to the scots
in Scotl"and, when he was saiTing to his monasterg on the isle of lona.
caught in a great storm. He ca7Led ugnn ChtLst and llis ,Saint Brlgit to
calm the stotm, and his pxagers wete answered. Aftet thatl ha wtote an
de to the salnt, from which the folrowing ttognrion is comgnsedt

Pure vlrgin and flane of the Lord,
O Brlglt, gulde to the EternaL Klngdom,
delLver us, by thy prayers, from the throngs
of demone and the storms of li.fe, and
pray to Christ God that our soulg be saved.
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UNDERSTANDTNG THE DIVINE LITURGY

PART ONE: SCRIPTURE IN THE LITURGY

by Rev Lev Haler-Puhalo

THE CHERUBTMIC HYMN

IFrom the section: The Faithful In Ihe Litutgg]

rmmediateJg aftet the djsmjssaJ, of the catechumens, the
deacon continues with the Litang of The Faithful.. ,,As mang as
a;re of the faithfuT, again and again, in peace Jet us ptag to
the Lotd'." and the rest, which is almost the same as the GreatLitang of Peace, with which the Liturgg began.

rt must be temembered that the innet puxpose of the ortho-dox Liturgg is to make the worshippers on eatth participants
in the petpetuaL worship of heaven. This in itserf provides
one with the basic keg to the unders tanding of the GospeJ. Forthe sacred Tradition which has shaped the Litanies and the
Hgmns of the Lit,urgg J:as thus preserved. and expJicated that
"primitive" christ.ian rife ancl ttadition which underLies andptecedes the GospeJs themsetyes. The Litutgg was, as we havesaid bef ore, the f;rs t writt,en f orm of the GospeJ. Nowherein the Divine tit@is thjs mad,e more profoundJg clear thanin the cherubimic Hgmn, the gteat, anthem of the peopre of God.In ttuth, the faithful confess and proclaim the inner mean-ing of the GospeT, the Liturgg and. of tfte church and, the wholechtistian 7ife, when theg reverentJg and. compunctioustg chant,togethet i I

Let us who mystically represent the Cherubim and chant thethri.cg-holy hymn to the LifelCreating irinity, tav 
-aside 

allearthly c?rg_, 
- 
that we rnay- receive th; King o'f' ali', wiro nowcomes invisibly escorted- by the host of tfie ung"iic orders.A11e1uia, alle1uia, dlleluia.

Here it is procraimed bg the HoJg ,sprri t who gave us this
hgmn r that t,he f aithf ul t gathered in a urrrson of rove, f aithand hope, do trulg st.and before the verg throne of the Trinitg,and, just as the invisjb-ze bodir,ess porLr" of heaven, we chantthe eternaJ, hgmn of praise and glorg-. Fot, christ, the King ofa77 comes into oux nidst, that we nat receive Hin and partakeof His a77-precious Bodg and BJood, and, unite ourser.yes withHim' and thus obtain bg Grace that same immortaTitg enjogedbg the angeTic hosts.

rt is crear, then, whg the catechumens have been dismis-sed before th:s point in the Liturgg. For t ds get, not havingbeen reborn into the Bodg of christ through HoJg Baptism, thegare not pattakers of thj; great and hoTg mgsterg.
The Great Entrance takes pJace during this wondrous hgmn.

L1



THE HISTORY OF GODIS PEOPLE

CAIN AND ABEL

Cain was the f irst son born to Sts Adarn and Eve. In ancien
times, the firstborn son was very special. He was the one who
inherited all the property when his father reposed. After a
fatherrs repose, all the other children had to obey the o1d-est son, and he became their leader. For this reason, thebest
land was used by cain, and the scripture te1ls us that cain
was a farmer.

Abel was the second son born to Adam and Eve. He did not

8

ight to the best land, and so he b
p can graze even on poor land.
loved God and prayed to Him every

d forward to that special tine whe
ving offering to God and repent of
nd he worshipped Him sincerely, fr
ring from his soul and understood
Father. This is the offering that

s or sheep were only brought to te
cause of this, Abel truly understood th
understood that some day, God would mak
save mankind and give hin a new paradis
first one. Abel believed in Jesus Chris
t_hough he did not know His name or compHis sacrifice.

have
er.

he1
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self an
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low God

nhe
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God
ach t
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Abel
ooke
ks gi
oda
offe
ving
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Cain was different. He chose to love
1is
o1
oG
ffe
eh

be

a sheep herd-

Every year,
could bring his
sins. Abel lov
s heart. He
God is really
wanted, and
his to man. Be

e worship service; he
great sacrifice to

ven better than the
he Saviour, even
e1y understand abou

imself instead of
, and Satan taught
in more. Cain did
t he did not want t
od was the Creator,
he did not under-

ecame

day.

tened to Satan instead of G

ove himself nore and how to
od, and he was so selfish t
ring to God. Cain knew that
ad to bring an offerirg, bu
cause he did not want to.

. Cain
nhowt
pray t

ngano
that h

nd why,
Cain 1
self- 1
Abel c
love H

ea
ee
tt
1et

h
od

s
ha

G

t

God
Cai
not
bri
and
sta

and

and
hirn

fo1

istened to Satan and became more and more greedy
oving.
hose to fight against the devil, and to fo11ow Godim and God helped hin in this. Cain chose to loved follow Satan and the devil helped him in this.
ne has to make this choice for himsi:1f and eitheror the devi1.
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THE UNCOVERING OF THE HONOURABLE REI,ICS
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN JULIANA

(0,JULY)

During the tenure of Archimandrite Elisha Pletenetsky, of
blessed memoryr ds abbot of the Caves Lavra, a certain virgin
reposed in Kiev, and they wanted to bury her in the caves Mon-
astery. The monks began to dig a grave near the church of the
Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos, in front of the chapel of
st John the Forerunner. Here, the diggers unexpectedry found
the honourable relics of the Holy, God-pleasing princess, Jul-iana, who had rested in incorrupLion. the aeceisea ray as if
she were alive and sleeping. Her body was sound and whj-te. shelay near the church wall, with her head to the south and feetto the north. over her coffin was a stone upon which was insc-gibed the arms of the orshansky princes. on the coffin itserf,there was a silver, gold-plated plaque with the olshansky arms,
and the inscription: "Juriana, princess orshanskayd, daulhterof Prince Gregory olshansky, reposed a virgin in trre l6t[ year
from her birth."

Ai-l her clothing l-ooked completely newr €rs if no-one had
touched it. These sacred relics were placed in the Caves Church.
some time passed, and during the tenuie of peter Mohila asMetropolitan of Kiev and abbot of the caves, he had a visionof th9 Hory, God-pleasing princess Juliana, who upbraided himfor the carelessness shown to her sacred relics .na for the lackof reverence shown to them. Then the pastor ordered skilled andpious virgins who were nuns to preparl a worthy covering for -

the sacred relics. He also had i new casket ma&e, into wtricft ftepiously placed the holy relics. They were solemniy carried overto another place. Metroporitan petei served a feslive prayerservi-ce, wi.th thanks to God and the Theotokos, and the hoiyfathers of the caves for the appearance of the. honourabre rer-ig" of the holy virgin. From tlis time, these relics have shownthemselves to be-a herp to everyone who comes to them with ti;tyand faith in Christ. There have been many miracles worked tirrou'gnthe sacred reli_cs.
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DR JOHN JOHNSTONE: LETTER ON ORIGINAL SIN

Dear

The logical topic after "Repentance", among your questions,
would seem to be "Original Sin". Lfind it difficult to discuss,
because to me it seems so interconnected with the other items,
among which is the subject of repentance. If I saw it clearly,
perhaps I could present it c1ear1y, cutting through seeming com-
plexities; I canft, but her goes a try:

Augustine, Bishop of Hippo (Carthage), i's the author of
the doctrine of Original Sin. According to it, man is so de-
praved as a result of the Fa1l of our first-parents that he
canrt even repent, except God make hin do so. This doctrine en-
ters history towarcl the beginning of the sth century, as fo1-
lows:

An English monk, named Pelagius, started teaching that man,
unassisted by God, could rise above sin, and rising above sin
could achieve salvation: Jesus showed us it could be done. This
teaching spread, and Augustine rose to defend the traditional
doctrine that we cannot be saved except by our Saviour, God.
Augustine went further, insisting that man not only can't save
hinself, but he can't even make a beginning, canrt repent, canft
turn hinself, except God turn him first. This latter was a nov-
eLty, a departure from the traditional "anthropology" (teaching
about the nature of man). And since anthropology is not unre-
lated to "theology" (doctrine about the nature of God), Iouwould not be wrong if you guessed that ramifying from one novel
doctrine of Augustiners you would find others also. Indeed, if
you wish to understand the differences between Western Christian-
don and Orthodoxy, you can start with Augustine: he is the water-
shed at which the separation can be seen.

The traditional 0rthodox doctrine (that the Prodigal Son
did repent, did come to his senses by himself a snall move-
ment, nevertFfess, a movement whereupon his Father welcomed
qnd forgave him a large movement) is ca11ed by us sgnergeia
("vnergg = 'rcooperationr') . It has been the traditional- doctrine,
both before and since Augustine. But for centuries the West has-
rejected it, calling it "Semi-Pelagianism".I must explain to you that there is an Orthodox doctrine
known as I'Ancestral Sin" (eropatorikon Hamartema) . In name it
resembles Augustine's "0rigina1 Sin" (peccatum original, Arche-
sonos Hamarria). But the similarity is superficial. It is as
if a visitor from another planet came herb, heard the United
states described as a "parliamentary democracy with a republi-
can form of government", then went and heard about a "Deftocrat-ic Peopl"'r Republic", and supposed them to be essentially the
same thing.

Note that in our 'tAncestral sin" the word for sin is hamar-tema the ending -ema denoting a specific concrete itern ofsin; while the kindred word for-Auguitine's t'original sin" ishamartia, the ending -ia denoting sin-at-1arge, ir general,

14



DR JOHN JOHNSTONE: LETTER ON ORIGINAL SIN

and/or in the conceptual, as opposed to a concrete instance.
There are many such pairs of Greek words, providing a distinc-tion which can in English (e.g., sin) or in Latin (e.g., pec-
catum) be rendered only by context or by further speciric qual-ifiers.

Also of profoundly different implications are the other
two wordsi propatorikon (Adam and Eve, in Greek are denoted.our propateres r "f i-rst-parents") and etchegonos (t'primordia1",
"engendereJ at the beginning"). pxopatorikon is noie akin toan event, a happening, while archegonos is suggestive of a nat-ural 1aw, such as how protons and electrons behave.

The Orthodox teaching has been that Adam and Eve were child-like, undeveloped, with potential for growth like everyother_living-creature. They were not very God but were "an image'rof God and were no more identical to bod than an "imags"-;i"-
IguI wife is identical to yogr wife. Nevertheless, they were aliving image -and, like God, had free will and itte cipacityto grgw and choose and become more like God. This capacity wlsmarred, enf eeblga, 

_ 9y their disobedience, but was tto^t a"rtroy"a;hence they cou1d, like the prodigal son, "come to their senses,,and turn back toward their pathei.
-Augustine, b_y contrast, held that Adarn and Eve fell fron anexalted state. of perfection (regardless of how guiriury thefaccepted the bill of goods profiered by satan),"hen-e were themore culpable, the more deserving of utter damnation - and wereso weakened that they could not iepent, except God by His gracecompel them to -repent. If he doesn'rt cornpet you to repent, thenthat is too bad for you: you remain aarnn'eJlAnother spiritual creature of whom we know a bit from scrip_ture is the archangel Lucifer. He likewise wai "oi-perrect, b;lhad free wi11.and alu capacity to gio". n" chose to'di;;b;;,,-'-

f:t} illo egoism and estiangement from God, and became satan("the Adversary".). rf he haI been siaticaliy t;ri;;;'; could hehave chosen to disobey? He would have been a puppet, ,,program-
med" 100 percent. . .st Basil tlg Great, 4th century,bishop of caesarea in cap-padocia,- preceding Augustine bv.i !b""r"tio" ";-i;;; says in aprayer which we use in preparation"for Holy communion:

...8ut Thou, o Lord, as Thou art forebearing, Jongsuffeting and pren-leous in mercg, hast not given me ovex to destruction for mg transgtessions,but ever awaitest mg turning-again. Fot Thou hast sajd, o Lor., of mankind,,thtough Thg prophet that rhou desirest not the death of the sinner but thathe shouLd turn again and J-ive. For lhou art not pleased with the destruc-tion of men, but desjrest aJJ to be saved, and to come to the knowkedge oftruth...

The scriotures to which the. foregoing alludes are in Ezekiel(18 : 2 L-32 t s3: 10 - 16) u"J-i" 1 Timothl.y O: 1_ 4) .In conrrast.Io rh" parad.igm gi;;; i; ihe'prodigal son, inEzekiel* anJ in the Apostre's r6ttEr to iimotr,y, e"gfiiiirr. insists
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on predestination as the way to get the sinner out of his pre-
dicament: God by His 'rgrace" (the Orthodox doctrine of grace
is quite different from the Augustinic) "compels" hirn to repent.
Followers of Augustine, if not Augustine hinself, use the term
"irresistible" grace. Two of the most influential such fo11ow-
ers ' to our own d^y, are Thomas Aquinas and John Calvin of Gen-
eva Roman and Reformer sides of the same Augustinic coin.
some personsr €.g., our Prodigal son, have been predestined to
be assailed by this irresistible grace, therefore, theyrepent,
return, and are saved. It is tantamount to saying we are all
p-uppets, determinism is the 1aw of the universe, and we have nofree wi11. This is alien to orthodox anthropology and cosmology.

- If , by the way, God predestined everythiflg, then God is t[i,author of sin, of evil, of death; but He-isn'i. A neat little
gaying -tha! I like on this point is, "God made angels, and angels(through their free will) made themielves devi1s.il

But even ^if predestination be not true, why did God permit
evil and suffering and death to come into the world? r cinnotte11 you why lot sure, but an opinion that comforts me very
much is on9 given by St John Chiysoston (bishop of Constanlin-
-op1e around the turn of the 5th century). I enclose Chrysostomrshonily on Romans 5: Lg. . .

Putting it in a more contemporary idion, rou might say that
God is our coach, and we are Hii athietes. He'knows the rbwardsthat can cone to us if we have tough adversaries to strive a-gainst; and that if we just spend our days taking our ease in aParadise, we may never wake up to the potential Irrat is in usnever develop our muscles, oui reflexes, our stamina, our can-nlness - never achieve the sweet victory, understanding, andshared love that are possible for us.

If I were to run on at considerably greater length, I wouldagain inflict on you ny o1d friend philology. I would endeavorto gxplore Augustine's nisunderstanding of-the Latin translationof Romans 5:L2, ,which is intimately aslociated with his specu-lations surrounding "original sin". I would explore the misun_
.d.ers!l"9i"g {po:rilty the misuse of the Latin te*ts of Is. o iro,
Y!_: 13:L5, Mk. 4:12, etc.?), which 1ed the early translators
.(lting James , Douay-Rlt"ims) - into Engl ish to say ;'. . . except theybe converted and I should heal them...", where z}th centurytranslators nore correctly sar, r'...except they convert and I

, sould heal them. . . "*
- lut ar'yway, rou can easily see that such passages are re-lated to 'rant_hropology" to whether the probigal Son can"turn himself" or nust stay unturned until God'i grace fromoutside t'turns" him.

western christiandon has in our time gotten onto the cor-rect translationr.but they have kept the faulty doctrine thatarose in intervening centuries when Augustine hnd his Scholas-tic descendants were misinterpreting slripture.I am not enthusiastic about havlng anilyzed. critically your

16



DR JOHN JOHNSTONE: LETTER ON ORIGINAL SIN

religious
ten off yo
sti11, dee
you hear t
Anglo - Saxo
ious tradi
the b1ind,
a good
of the

p
h

ed

ancestor. I know that ' even thou
ur fellow-Methodists long since
p in your heart will come unbidd
his outlander, this unpatriotic.
n heritage, make wholesale disni
tion as unreliable, as risky, 3s
and both fa1l together into the

agogical method, likely to win t

h you may have writ-
or what they did,

en loyalties when
. . forsaker of the
ssal of their relig-
"the blind leading
ditch". It is not

he happy adherence
her way to do it. . .

g
f

earer. But I canft think of any ot

S? JOHN CHRYSOSTOM HOMILY ON ROIfANS 5: 19

Ver. 19. " For -as by one man's disobe-
dience many were m4de sinncrs, so by the
obedience of One shall many be made right-
eous.

What he says seems indeed to involve no
small question I but if any one attends to it
diligently, this too will idmit of an easy
solution. What then is the question I It is
the saying that through the offence of one
many were made sinners. For the facr that
when he had sinned and become mortal,
those who were of him should be so also, is
nothing unlikely. But how would it follow
that from his disobedience another would
become a sinnerl For at this rate a man of
this sort will not even deserve punishment, if,
that is, it was not from his owh self that'he
became a sinner. What then does the word
" sinners " mean here ? To me it seems to
mean liable to punishment and condemned to
deatb. Now that by Adam's death we all
became mortRls, he had shown clearly and at
large. But the question now is, for rfhat pur-
pose was this done? But this he does noi so
on to add: for it contributed nothing to Fis
present object. For it is against a Jew that
the contest is, who doubted and made scorn
of the righteousness by One. And for this
reason after showing that the punishment too
was brought in by one upon all, the reason
why this w:ur so he has not ailded. For he is
not for superfluities, but keeps merely to what
is necessary. For this is what the principles

of disputation did not obligc him to say any
more than the Jew; and therefore he leaves it
unsolved. But if any of you were to enquire
with a view to leam, we should give this
answer: That we are so far from taking any
barm from this death and condemnationr, if
we be sober-minded, that we are the gainers
even by having become mortal first, beeause
it is not an immortal body in which we sin;
secondly, because we get numberless grounds
for being religious (gl/'cr,ogtag): For to be
moderate, and to be temperate, and to be
subdued, and' to keep ourselves clear of all
wickedness, is what death by its presence and
by its being erpected persuades us to. But
following with these, or rather even before
these, it hath introduced other greater, bless-
ings besides. For it is from hence that the
crowns of the martyrs come, and the rewards
of the Apostles. Thus was Abel justified,
thus was Abraham, in baving slain 

-his 
son,

thus was John, who for Christ's sake was
taken ofi, thus were the Three Children, thus
was Daniel. For if we be so minded, not
death only, but even the devil himself will be
unable to hurt us. And besides there is this
also to be said, that immortality awaits us,
and after having bee.n chastened i little while
we shall 

"nloy"tti-titessings 
t" "..J *iirt""ifear, being as if in a sort of school in the

present life, under instruction by means of
disease, tribulation, temptations, ahd poverty,
and the other apparent evils, with a view io
our becoming fit for the reception of the
blessings of the world to come.

Ed.- as an example,
from all your trans
transgressions. . . tu
Mt .23:37, eg.

Ez, L8:30-3?.: Repent and turn ourselves
gressions. . . Cast away fronrn yourselves and live." c

you a your
f Deut.30:15, 19;

lt
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THE SPIRITUAL I'IEADOW

n that same area of Sapsas, there lived anoth-
er elder. He had attalned to such great splr-

ltual perfection that he fearless.ly received llons
which came t,o hls cave, feeding thern wlth his own

hands. So fu1l of Grace was this man of God!

(' turng of the Sajnts so purified themselves, with the
help of God, and became so fiTJ-ed with the HoJg Spirit
that beasts could once more sense jn them the image of
the Cteatot. The beasts had a natutal tevetence fot
such peopTe.)

tl

'Greeter
works than
thls shell
they do"
(Jn.14: 12)

THB ELDER
1^IHO RECEI.I'ED LION9

INTO llr$ CAVE

2

_"Aarurnlng that you-hrvo really heard ELnr end beeu trught b,Ebq ar 8tI hnrth fu tq Jecur 
-Strtp 

yo..rlotver o! t*r;;;naturo thlcb drahctc:lzed your picvious msr'er o! lifc and
becomcr cornrpt througt hgts and i*irco wbtch rprtng i;;o.lurlonr; otd bc oncbntly !, y Wrrft o! your 

^ha; ira prrr;l,- toro duro orcotd &, C:t; ina+iq- in tru rigiiu;;ra
otd, lwlhrrl,t." (Eph. 4 :2 J) .
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TIIE SP IRITUAL UEADOI'I

3

ABBA KONON
OT THE

SNTUKLA MONAS

lKwil
ffiWH e came to Fr Athanaslos ln the lavra of our

thGffilholy farher sawa. An el-der of the monastery
told us of the following lncident:

There was a Cilician presbyter in the Pentukla
Monastery, named Konon. When he was flrst ordained to
the presbytery, he was assLgned to assist in celebra
ing the mystery of hoJ-y baptisur. Later, however, he
waa entrusted wlth performing the baptJ.sms hinself. In
thJ-s capacity, he had to anoint and baptize aLL those
who came to the monastery for baptlsm. Each tlne he
had to anolnt a woman, he became embarrassed and dis-
turbed. Because of thls
tery. But as he was con

wanted to leave the
aEing thls aetion, St John

the Baptlst appeared to hlm and said:
"Be firm and endure, and I wtll deliver you from

this struggle. t'

Once a young Perslan woman came to hlm for baptisn
She was so beautifuL that the presbyter resol-ved not
to anolnt her wlth ho1-y olJ-. She spent two days wait-
ing for baptisrn. l,lhen Archbishop Peter heard of this,
he was astonished. He declded to sel-ect a deaconess
take care of the anointlng of women, but was hindered
by some l-oeal- 1aw.

Meanwhile, Abba Konon took his mantle and departed
from the monastery saylng, ttl can no J-onger remain
here. tt

Searcely had he reached the hllls, however, when
suddenly the Baptist'met him and neekl-y said:

, lhe
6mpl
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KONON OF PENTUKLA
(

ttReturn to Ehe monastery and I shall deliver you
from thls struggl-e.rt

Abba Konon angrllY rePlled:
t'I assure you that I shall not return under any c

cumstances! You have made thle promise to me once be-
fore and you have not ful-f illed lt. r'

Then St John the Baptlst seated the elder on a large
rock and slgned hLm thrice wlth the sign of the Cross

tfUnderstand, presbyter Kononr" sald the Baptizert
"I only deslred that you should have the reward for
thl-s struggle. Since, howeverr You do not vtant it' I
am dellverlng you from battle, but you are being de-
prived of a reward for Ehe struggle."

Abba Konon returned to the koenobla and performed
Ehe baptlsm. He anointed the Perslan woman wlth o1L,
not even noticing that she.was a female. For the next
twelve years, the presbyter performed the anolnting
and baptisms without any lmpure arousal of the flesh,
not even notlcing lf the newly-lllumlned person was
a woman.

And in thls manner of llfe, he reposed ln peace.

tc
a\,
c

i,

ffi

M

'...D9 tbeso gou ntght.be partakers of the d!!v!ne!!ture, htvtng ascapcil t}te corruptlon t}at ls Jntlrc porld througlh Iust... dtltgentJy aild vjrtue togout fatth, and to ylrtua knowleilgaj ahd to knov_Jedgc add teapetance, and to tenperance patlence,tnd to patlance godJinese. (2 petat 2t4-6).
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THE VTSION
OF

A88A LEONTIOS

4"These are
the angels
of the. , .

ghurcheS. "

(Rev. 1:20)
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z/

rHE SPIRIfUAL MEADOI{

#
lllllEfiilEFrll

ffil bba Leonry, abbor of rhe koenobr.a of our
luEcE(alErsjl hol-y father Theodoslos, tol_d us:
"After the monks were banished from the New Lavra,

I came here and remained. Once on the Lordrs Day, I
came to the church to comrunlcate the Holy Mysteries.
Upon entering the Banctuary, I sa\rr an angel etarrdtng
on the right side of the holy table. I was struck
with terror and hurrLed away to my ce11_. I heard avolce sayl-ng to me, rFrom the tlme thls holy table
was consecrated, I have been commanded to remaln ln_
separably with lt r . r'

ti
frAround 520, the heretics who followed Origen had. oc_
cupied mang of the monasterjes of palestine and, per_
secuted the orthodox. After the tefutation of origen-ism, the hetetics returned. the monastetg to the Orth_odox, and were sent away ftom the New Lavra _ tlle
"Koenobia of sx Theodosiod,,. ?his is when Abba Leontg
came there. .rt was tevealed to the elder that evenduring the occupation of the ho|g place bg the here_tics, the ezngel of the chutch had not aband.oned itswatch.l
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QUEST IONS TO THE EDITOR

QUESTION:

In the December, 7978 issue of The TTingit Herald, gou mention that
there are vatious storjes about angeJs and demons appeating to one just be-
fore death. you seemed to be saging that these wete onJg stories, "alTegot-
ies", etc. When gou visited hete Tast geat, gOu also mentioned the appeat'

ances and said something to the effect thatt when we tead of appeatances of
angels at Clemons to certain Sajnts, we must see jt as an individual exper-
jence and not generaTize from it. But gou said that these appearances were
true and have some specific purpose. You even gave severaT exampJes. fs this
a contrad.iction, or did gou just choose gour words gnorTg in the Tlingit
HeraTd fetter. AJ-so, couLd gou give some examples, and explain what gou

were saging more cJeatTg?

REPLY:

T remember the dlscussion we had last year at yo.urhouse. I{e were dis-
cusslngwhat happened to the soul- at the ELme of oners repose. Someone had
read a wild tale about the soul departlng and belng pursued and tormented
by demons, so that only the ardent and fervent prayers of the reposed-onets
relatlves could save the soul and deliver l-t to heaven. In thls tale, the
faithful were told that when someone reposed, they must quickly begln to
have services said for the repose of the departed souJ-, since the soul was
ln desperate need of our prayers, and death was a matter of great terror
(evidently, God was unable to move Himsel-f to mercy or to help the pitiful
soul- wlthout belng prodded or awakened by the shouEs and cries of mortals).
Thls tal-e also lncluded a patently blasphernous description of the repose
of the Most Holy Theotokos, which purported to glve an explanation of the
lkon of the Dormltlon. We mentloned the gnostlc apocrypha frorn whlch this
pltiful tale had been taken.

Stl1l another person brought up the tale of the tttoll-housestt from a
hlghly suspl-clous and dubious story called "The Tale of Vasili Novitt, orr
the Tale of Basl1 the New.lThis ls, of course, the dubious, apocryphal- ln-
terpolation ofttThe Dream about Theodorart, which appears in late versions
of the llfe of St Basll the Ner4] Apart from the anti-Orthodox theological
concepts taught in this ta1e, lt would have us believe that Satan owns the
ttroad to Godts Kingdom" and can collect a tarLff of those who travel, on it
(valn attempts to spirltuallze the story not-wlth-standing). In this tale,
the demons grant an lndulgence of passage in return for Ehe excess merits
of l,g $aint,

Putting aside the vast repertory of such obvlously false stories, there
actually do occur, 1n the ll-ves of various of the Saints, certaln incidents
regarding both the hour of repose and the soul's destlny after that. As
these lncldents are told by the Saintfs themselves, they are obviousl-y ed-
ifying and lnstructlve. 0f course, as belng attempts to express the inex-
presslble, they are also told metaphorlcally and in allegorles. And yet,
they can often appear as contradictory and as diametrically opposing one
another. This sltuation arises from carelessness in generallzing from spec-
ific experl-ences, as if they were always universal, or from endoctrinaLLz-
lng euch experlences either literall-y, or spirituallstlcallywhile taking no
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;... j

thciilght to search carefully 'the Patristic theological writings and eanons
tci'See if such generalizations' or literalisrn of lnterpretation corresponds
to:'thg' teachings of the Chuich o , :i ;; ,

''"[lttithe clied reply to the letter, which appeared in issue'Nr 12 of theftlfnglt Herald, we dimtnstrated.that, ihe teaching of the Church' concernlng,
the state of the soul after'lts.repose is clearly that the soul imrnediately
passes into a'state of introvertedirepose, not being able to'see, hearr €x-
perletrce or function, but ls 'earrj-ed by the angels to the state (one cannot

,i:3aY rt'pl4cer!) ln which 1t ls t.o repoge unti.l the Resurrection. It can know
ndthlng'at all, nor remember anythlng at all , but has only a cert,aln noetic-

:i:?r.alr:awareness according to Godts will (the souls of the Saints belng an ob-lviously's1ight1y different case. They, of co_urse, have a greater and more
ejialted awareness 'of the Kingdom of HeavenD Wu w111 discuss this at much
greater length a Ilttle later. We must say, however, that people who seek
to overturn these'clear teachings of the Church, teaching to the contrary,

,.;Ijendoctrinallzlng certaln metaphorlcal and allegorlcal statements ln the
llves of the Salnts, ln a,splrf.tualistic fashion, and setti-ng then into op-

iiposltlon to the cLear theological statements of the fathers, are already
dlsr:egardlng the teachings of the falth, and settlng up doctrines againlt
those of the Holy Church. Thls d.s exactly where the Protestants derive
thelr teachings: by taklng isolated passages of Scrlpture out of context,

"i:-,;wi.thout seeking the consensus of the'whole Dlvine Scripture, and building
dodtrlnes upon them, by d.nterpreting ln a literallstic (or spiritualistie)
sens€ ,those things whleh please:themi but in an allegorical sense those
thlhgs which do not. The great modern hereslarch, Bll1y Graham is a pri-
mary example. Indeed, so deep and hopeless is hLs state of obvious prelest(splrltual deluslon), that hls .cult not long ago wrote and published anantl-Blble, called the 'll,lvlng:Bib1e", which is obvlously dlrectly lnsplred
by"demons (see the narratlon of the temptation and fa1l, for exampf").-ttt
Graham has always interpreted Scripture wlth the aid of the evil-one, ofcourse, but 1n more recent tlmes, he makes lt abundantly clear ln hls ownwritlngs that thls lnsplration is no longer invisible, but that the "angelof,ldght" (2,Cor.11:14) has even,appeared to him and given him new spirituallnsights,. The B11ly Graharn cult ls an excelLent example of "mass preiest,'.
The teachlngs of the cult could no longer be even foiclbly reconciled with,,the real Bib1e, and so a nev/ Blble had to be written which would correspondwLth the new teaehings. Such ,'is' the danger of careless and unresearched in-terpretatlons of lncldents in the lives of the Saints and of ikons also.In some Lives of Salnts' one thing j-s "seen", whlle in another life; some-thing the opposlte 1s t'seen".

"',, Tfrus; the problem 1Ies in'the interpretation. It happens that sometimesa pgf,son w111 want'to prove some' predispositi.on, or what he thlnks to bea -teachlng of, the, Churchr srld;:he will seek out any thing in the Sai-nts bhichtight possibly be construed (often with great dlsplays of imaglnarion) to
'.gup-port his position. He will- then,carefully lnterpiet these things, withoutrggard to the theological wrltings'of the farhers, to supporr hi; ir.ai"-l 

-

positlon. An example, of thls, r gave you when r was ut yo.rt place, ritno"stI gave lt for quite dlfferent reasons. That a,F,-Ehe incident irom St,John ofthe Ladder ln which a certai-nr holy father^#sv?Siiosingr 3s he 1ay on hisdeath bed, he saw one or more demons standl-ng:nearby ti" r"Jl"ccubing ti*--of varlous slns. We recently saw a highly lmaginatlve, and quiteuntenable interpretatlon of thls lncldent, which dlvorced ir t.from rea11ty. Compare it wlth the llfe of Saini Arerha wr,ictr rpp"urua
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Ln lssue Nr 1 of the Tllnglt Herald this year, and you will get a more clear
picture of what happened here. Now, this is what the Patrlstic literature
means when it rnentions rrcustomsmentt or ttrevenue inspectorstt (Greek, teTo-
nis; telonai). Fttf" is what I had described in the reply to the letter, in
the Tllnglt Herald, Nr 12, 1978. If I used a poor choice of words, it was

to use ttift' where I should have used "whent', since obviously, something like
this does happen sometlmes, though not all the ting"J

Thls brings us to a polnt: God touches different souls in different
ways, as indivlduals wlthln the Holy Church, in order to save them, and

He permits dlfferent sorts of wonders, chastizements, comforts or even fears,
to different souls as medicine for each one's spiritual ills (some pray and

are heal-ed, some are not healed even though they pray, the whole parish Prays'
and they turn to the Saint for intercessions. Some are brought to repentance
by havlng thelr sorrows assuaged, others, like St Aretha whom we mentioned
earlier, through sorrow and f
demons, etc). But, in a word,
and lt w111 not necessarily h

ear at the face of death and the threatening
what happened to St Aretha happened to hlm'

appen to anyone else. One cannot make a doetrine
of lt or assert that this is, indeed, what takes place at the foot of everY
death-bed. If St Dennls the Aeropaglte warns us against lnterpreting certain
met,aphors and slmiles ln the Divlne Scrlpture ltself Eoo literally' then
how much more ought we to use care in interpreting too llterally what hap-
pens in other peoplets dreams or visions or related experiences. And, of
courae, lf those lnterpretations are contrary to the consensus of the Fathers,
then it does not matter who gave the lnterpretatlon: lt is not correct. The
dreams and visions of the Salnts are very real. The Saint, then, attempts
to pass on what he or she has seen, to express that which is beyond mants
power to express. Thls is done in metaphors, slmilies and with allegories.
The problem lies ln how peopl-e lnterpret them.

There are other such difficultles wlth interpretations. In the next
issue, we will look at one lkon of the Deesis (the Last Judgment) and com-
pare some contradlctory interpretatlons of its contents and some late ln-
novations ln Post-Petrine versions of it (i.e., versions of it painted
durlng or after the tlme of the Westernizers in Russia). These versions
dlverge sharply from the ancient ikonographlc manuals, and contaln elements
related to the Doom Books of mediaeval l^Iestern Europe, in whlch the concept
of psgchostasia first made an appearance ln Christian art and belief.

There is another sort of case, similar to the ones mentioned, whleh
must also be discussed. That is the use of apocryphal sourees, without ref-
erence to real sources. Two significant cases are the spurious "Homily of
St Cyrl1 of Alexandria on the DeparEure of the Soul-rr, and the apocryphal
homl!y attributed to St Makarios of Alexandrta, pertaining to the celebra-
tlon'of memorial servlces on the third, nineth and fortieth days after onels
repose. The spurlous Cyrlllian homlly, we will not even dlscuss, as it has
long been not,ed tbat lts actual author was the unsavory Theodosios of Al-ex-
aniliia, and not St Cyrll. No-one has any idea who wrote the Makarl-an
horhil-y, however, and lt does appear in the Nikolsky Typikon. It w111 be use-
ful- to compare thls latter piece of apocrypha, the Makarian homll-y, wlth two
authentlc wrltings on the same subject, namely, the Injuctions of the Holy
Apostles and St SLmeon of Thessalonikl.

Here is the apoeryphal Makarian honily, taken from the Hapgood transla-
Elon of the Typlkon (pp.612-613):
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THE REQUIEM OFFICE FOR THE DEAD (PANIKHfDI).
(r) The origin of the Service of the Dead (Panikhffii) is as follows: SL

Macarius of Alexandria,onc_e inquired from,the Angels who accompanid
him an explariation of the church's custom to celebrate the third,'nin-tll
and fortieth days after a death by religious services. And the Angel told
him: "When, on the third day, the body is brought to the Temple, the
soul of the dcad man receiveth from his Guardian Angel relief fiom the
grief which he feeleth at parring from his body. This he receiveth be-
cause of the oblation and praise which are offered for him in God's church,
rvhence there ariseth in him a blessed hope. For during the space of two
days the soul is permitted to wander at will over the earth, with the
Angels rvhich accompany it. Therefore the Soul, since it loveth its body,
sometimes hovereth around the house in which it parted from the bodyi
sometimes around the coffin wherein its body hath been placed: and thus
it passeth those days like a bird which seeketh for itself a nesting-place.
But the beneficent Soul rvandereth through those places where it was wont
to perform deeds of righteousness.

"After the Soul hatlr done reverence to God, He ordereth that it shall
be shorvn the'aricd and fair abodes of the saints and the u"uriv of para-
dise. All these things the soul vierveth during si* days, marvetting andglorifying God, the creator of ail. And whei the Soui t,utt",'u"h"ta 

"ttthesg things. it is changed-, and forgetteth a[ the 
"or.o* *rrl.r, it felt inthe body. But if it be.guirty of sini, then, at the sighior tii. a.tigtt, oithe..saints, it beginneth to wail, and to reproach iiself,-r"ying,,woe ismel llorv vainly did 

. 
I pass my time in itre *orrJi E;;osl"a in tt esatisfaction-of my desires,-I pa-rred the greater part of -u tiruin heedless-

ness, and obeyed not.God_as I ought, ihat I, ar.o, might be.rroucrrsafed
these gra-ces and gtories. woe is i'r", poo. wretch ! ' hfter having thus
:j::.1 ll th.e joylof the Just for_the space of ,i* davq ihe.{ngets leaarne Jour again to do reverence to God. Therefore the Church dith well,in that she celebrateth service and oblation for the sour o,' hi" ninth day."After its second reverence to God, the Master of 

"ti 
.o*-andeth thatthe soul be conducted to Heil, and there shown tt" pl"ces oi iorment, thedifferent divisions of Hett; and the divers torments or trr" ;";;drlt ;'hi;;

cause the souls of sinners that find themselves therein to groan continuarty,and to gnash their teeth. Through these variour pru.."r?',*ment thesoul.is borne during thirty a"yr, i."*6ting rest it arso be condemned toirnprisonment therein.
"on the fortieth day the sour is again taken to do reverence to God:and then the Judge determineth thi fitting fr"""-or ;rr-ii.i...r"tion,

according to its deeds. Thus the church aoti iigntrv i"';i;i;; mention,upon the fortieth day, of the baptized dead." 
-o---'J "'

25



LETTERS TO TIIE EDITOR

Now let us compare thLs (and slmllar) odd tales with the teachings of the
Holy Apoetlee themeel-vee:

"Let the third dag of the departed be celebrated with psalms and tead'
ings and ptagets on account of Hin Who arose within three dags; and -let the
njneth dag be celebtated in tementbtance of the living, and of the depnrtedi
and the fortieth dag according to the ancient pattern: for so did the people
Tament rloses, and the annivetsatg dag inmemorg of hin Isee Deut.34:81. And
Let alrns be given to the pnor out, of his goods for a memorial of him."
(Constitutions of the Agnstles, 8:42 - emphasis nine)

And the great llturglst St Slmeon of Thessalonlkl says the same thLng,
addlng only that, when we celebrate the third day of repose, we also call to
mlnd that the reposed-one was composed from the begLnning by the Holy Trln-
tty.The ntneth Day servlce slgnifles that the eoul ls kept l"n the nldst of
the nlne orders of bodlless angels. The fortleth day service recalls the fu-
ture resurrectlon, when we shall be |tcouposed againrr by the Trl.nlty, llke
the Lord Hl-nself who ascended Lnto heaven in the flesh. Also, St Slmeon notes,
this was done Ln the case of Moses.

Here, we see nothing of a wandering souL needLng to be prayed to rest
(as the pagans belleved), nor any sort of occult concept about the Journey
of the soul being patd for by prayers and aLns. Moreover, we see that such
prayers and servlces are not for the reposed-one on1y, but also to the ben-
efit of the llvlng. Of course, the thtrd, nlneth and fortieth day services
both comfort the bereaved and give then hope, not only for the one who has
reposed, but also for themselves. The soul of the one who has reposed also
benefite greatly fron the prayers and l-ove of the faithful, but certalnly
not Ln some aort of occuLt or splritualistic fllanner. In due course, we w111
dLscuss the manner l-n which the souL benefits frorn the prayers of the falth-
ful offered l-n lts memory.

26



NEW SERIAL BEGINS

In the last issue, w€ completed our AUKE LAKE TALES, &o ex-
cellent series of stories by Mrs Etolin Wittanen. VIe fe1l that
Mrs lYittanen has made an outstanding cont:ribution to the devel-
opement of Orthodox Chrlstian literature for children. Her book
is not a series of heavy, moralistic tales, but a simple and
charming narrative about a family and children who are both deep-
ly rooted ln American history and reality, and deeply plous. The
Orthodox faith clearly permeates the lives of Ivlrs Wittanen's
characters and effects and guides everythi-ng else in their daily
act ivit ies .

\tle are very grateful to Mrs Etolin Wittanen for sharing her
work, her lnsights and her gentle, loving stories with our read-
ers, and with generations of orthodox chirdren to come for
the stories will soon appear in book form.

rn keeping with rhe Tlingit Herald's custom of providing a
balanced content of catechetical, historical, cultural and lit-
glary reading, w€ now begin a new series of prose. THE STLVER
PRINCE, dD outstanding Russian historical novel by Count AlexeiKonstantinovich rolstoy (1812-1875), a distant cousin of LevTolstoy, will appear in serial- form in The Tlingit Herald.

THE STLVER pRINcE is a powerful and. beautif;l story, a nov-e1 in the crassi.?1 style, which successfulry presents-everyfacet of rife without resorting to the crude vulgarity and de-praved genre of contemporary literature. The translation of thework which appears here is made more beautiful because 1t wastranslated from the Russian by the historian prince N.s. Galit-zine of victoria, 8.c., especiarry as a gift of love for hiswife Eva.
The title of this novel is taken from the family name of ltsprotagonist, Prince serebryany, which derives from ihe Russianword for silver
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AUTHOR'S FOREWORD

HE aim of thls story is not so much the descrip-
tlon of certain events, as the portrayal of the
general character of an entlre era, and the revi-
va1 of the ldeas, bell-efs and customs, and the de-
gree of culture of the Russlan worLd ln the gecond
half of the eixteenth century.

I have remaLned true to hlstory in lts maln fea-
tures, whlle allowlng myself some freedom ln de-
talle havlng no historl-cal imporEance. Thus, for
example, the execution of three of the prlnclpal
charactere, which actual-l-y occurred ln 1570, ls
placed ln 1565, to make the etory more conclse.
Thle lntentlonal anachronism ls hardly L1ke1y to

Lncur reproof, J.f one takee into conslderatton that the lnnumerable ex-
ecutlons whlch foLLowed the downfall of the TsarIs two chLef advLsers
had no infl-uence on the general course of events, although they were
elgnifieant ln showing the personal character of lvan the TerribLe.

I have frequentl-y been less extreme than htstory ltsel"f when deal--
lng with the horrors of that time, and I have drawn a velL over those
horrors, showing them as vaguely ae posslble, ln deference to good taste
and the feellngs of the reader. Nevertheless, I have to admit that when
I was reading the source material-, the book fell fron rny hands not mer-
ely once, and I often threw down my pen in tndignatlon, not so much at
the thought that Ivan IV eould have existed, but rather at the thought
that a society couLd have exlsted whlch regarded that tyrant without
reproach. This oppressive feel-ing constantly interfered with the objec-
tlvity which is so necessary in the tell-lng of any eplc tale, and was
partly the reason why lt took me ten years to complete the novel. Per-
haps thls w111 serve as some excuse for that unevenness of style which
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nay not escape the reader.
In conclusl-on, I wlsh to say that the more freel-y I treated the sub-

ordLnate historlcal evente, the more st,rlctJ-y I trled to malntain truth
and accuracy ln the deecrlptlon of the characters and everything that
touched upon the nat,lonaL way of llfe.

If I have eucceeded ln vlvldly bringlng to llfe the features of that
era, I shall not regret my labours, and wll-l conslder that I have attaln-
ed my aim.

A. K.
1863.

ToLSToY,
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ONE

THE PEOPLE OF THE TSAR

T was a hot summer d"y, the twenty-thlrd
of June, seven thousand and seventy-three
yeare sLnce the creatlon of the worldr or
1565 by our present reckoning. The young
nobl-eman, PrLnce Niklta Romanovlch Sereb-
ryany, rode up to the v11J_age of Medved-
evka, some thlrty mLles from Moscow, and
behlnd hlm folLowed a troop of mounted
warrlors and servants.

The Prlnce had spent a full flve years
n LLthuania, Tsar Ivan VaslLyevlch had

sent hln to Slgismund, the King, to end
ought, and to sl-gn a treaty of peace f or
But Ln this case the Tsar I s choice turn-
ssf u1. It 1e true that Nlklta Romanovl.ch
for any advantage tn favour of hls coun-

t
the war then belng f.
many yearE tO Come.
ed out to be unsucce
held out obstlnatel_y
tryr and to all appearance one could not have deslred a bet*ter negotlator, but serebryany was not a born dlplonat. Re-
Jecttng the fine poLnts of the ambassadorlal art, he wantedto transact the busLness ln a cl-ean and open war, and, to theextreme vexation of the counsel-1ors aceompanylng him, he re-fueed to countenance any atratagems. Klng slglsnund's advls-ers' who were prepared to make concesslons, soon took advan-tage of the Prince I s artl-essness, prled Lnformation from hlmabout hls countryts weak points, and increased all their de-mande. At laet he coul-d not endure it any longer; he snashedhls flst down on the tabLe before the entlre Lithuanlan cou4-clJ-, and tore up the treaty whlch had been prepared for slg-nature. "You lttd your King are tricksters and double-dealers!,,he shouted. "-r speak to yo,t sincerely, but you onry strive tooutwit me with your sl-yness ! rs that- your customary r4ray to
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make a covenant?r' Thls passlonate outburst rulned ln an ln-
stant the success of the prevlous dlscusslons, and serebry-
any could not have escaped the Tsarrs dlspleasure, 1f instruc-
tLons had not happlLy for hlm arrived that very day from
Moscow, commandtng trt* ttot to make peace ' but to renew the war.
Serebryany rode J oyf uJ"Ly away f rom Vtl-no, ehanged velvet cloth-
es for shintng ai*orrr, and began to begt the Lithuanians wher-
ever God sent thern hle \tay. He proved hlmself better in the
fleld than ln the councLl chamber, and both the Russian and
Llthuanian people accLalmed his great renown.

The Princets outward appearance rnatehed his character. The
quallties rhat distingulshed his pleasant rather than handsome
face hlere honesty and frankness. In his dark grey eyes, shaded
by bl-ack lashes, one might have read a rare, unknowJ-ng and ev-
en invol-untary decisivenees, which woul"d never a1l-ow him a mo-
mentb conslderatlon when he had to act. llls uneven, bristllng
eyebrows, and the s1-anting wrinkl-e between them, suggested a

certaLn dlsorder and l-mpuJ,slveness. of mind. But hls sof t1-y and
evenly curved mouth exPressed an honest, utterJ-y unshakeable
fLrmness, and hts smLle an unpretentious almost chil-d11ke good
nature. One uright have taken him for somewhat of a simpleton'
had not the good breedlng, which showed. in al-l his features,
guaranteed that his heart would alwaya comprehend what hls nind
could not perhaps expl-ain. The generaL impression he made If,as
favourable, and one fel-t that one couLd safely trust oneself
to hlm whenever boLdness and self-denial were requlred, but lt
was obvious that he dtd not welgh his actLons and that del-lb-
eration was not tn hls nature

Serebryany was twenty-five year s ol-d. He was of medium
stature, broad of shoulder, slim in the waist. His thick falr
hair r{as lighter than his sunburnt face, and contrasted with
his dark eyebrows and black eyel-ashes. A short beard, a l-ittle
darker than his hair, cast a sllght shadow over his lips and
chln.

The Prlnce f eLt gay and'
h1s heart was LiBht, nor^l
that he was returnlng to
his natlve l-and. The day
was brll-J-lantJ-y sunny, one
of those days when all na-
ture breathes ln a festive
manner, when the flowers
seem much brighter, the sky
Looks bluer, the dLetant
alr ehimmers in transpar-
ent waves, and one beglns
to feel as ltght as lf oners
soul were part of nature,
fLuttering with every Leaf,
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swaylng nith each blade of grass.
Bright $tas the June d.Y, but to the Prlnce it was even brl-

ghter after hls eoJourn of five years ln Lithuania. The breezes
from the woods and flelds wafted the very essence of Russla.

Ntklta Romanovlch r,ras truly and sincerely devoted to the
young Tsar lvan. He firmly kept to the oath he had taken on th
cross, and nothlng could have shaken hls unyieldlng loyalty to
wards hls soverelgn. Hts heart and nl.nd had long yearned to re
turn to hls naEive land, y€t 1f nohr an order had arrlved for
him to go back to Llthuania without seeing Moscow or his rela-
tlons, he would have turned his horse wLthout a murmur, and
thrown himself lnto new battles wlth his former zeaL. But the
he was not the only one who felr llke thls. A11 the Russl_an
people, all the country loved Ivan. It seemed that, wlth hls
righteous relgn, a new golden age had come to Russia, and the
monks, porlng ove r ther chronicles, dld not f lnd in them a sov
ereign equal to Ivan.

IVAN THE FOURTH
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