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IIHE SOLOVKY PETER.TKOIV

THE SOLOVKY PATERIKON

(transJated ftom tJ:e Rus,sjan bg Rev ,geraphim Johnson)

During the past few years, selection.s from the Kiev-Caves
Paterikon have appeared in this journal. The Kiev-Caves Pateri-
kon is now being published in fu1l, and beginning with this issue,
the Solovky Paterikon will appear in ORTHODOXY CANADA/TI-IE TLINGIT
HEMLD.

The Society is presenting these important Russian paterikons
as a tribute to the forthcoming 1000th anniversary of the bap-
tisn of Rust. Ir{onasticism has always been a central and radiant
feature of the life of Orthodox Russia. Indeed, it might be said
that Russian monasticism truly reached the heights of the an-
cient fathers of Skete and the Thebaid, and became the very
heart of the spiritual treasury of Holy Rus' . So rich is this
spiritual treasury that it must be shared with English speak-
ing Orthodox Christians, to whom it will surely serve as a guide,
and a source of the greatest inspiration.

We also especially dedicate the translations of these Russian
Paterikons to tfre fathers of the Holy Trinity Monastery at Jordan-
ville, New York, who are struggling to maintain the great spirit-
ua1 tradition of Russian monasticism, in North America.

Through the prayers of all the Saints of Rus' , and of our
fathers and elders struggling in our midst in our own times, fr&Y
we find the narrow, but joyous path which leads to the Kingdom
of God, and enter into the glory of our Lord and God and Saviour
Jesus Christ, to Whon be all glory and adoration, together with
the Eternal Father and the Ho1y, Uncreated and Life-giving Spirit,
now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.
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THE SOLOVKY PATERIKON

INTRODUCTION

0 nonastic struggle is, by its nature, inter-
nur and hiddeill nrthough it is prinarily the
external events in a rnonastery which draw the
attention of the chroniclers, they are of sec-

ondary inportance for the history of.monasticisn,
;i;;;'the'chief aim of the ascetic life is the sal-
vaiion of the sou1. It is not the struggle with an
external foe, nor successes of rnaterial and indus-
iiiuf life, nor activity in the world for earthly
g-"f t , wfriifr cons titutes the task of nonks , but
ii i;, rather, struggles with the inner enemies
of saivationr-carried out in the secret sanctuary
of the soul ind successes in the moral life and
ipititual activity which are the monks' 9u11ing'
Atcomplishments i; this arena aTe, {oT the nost
part,'known only to the A11-seeing 9odt' in the earliest tines of Christianity, when
monasticism, then rapidly developing in the des-
erts of Egypt, astouirded't_he world by itt negation
of the faii-oi earthly 1ife, many people collected
iecords of the ascetics and-described their way_of
1ii;. Fto* these descriptions, there were compiled
ah; Paterikons, the Lausiac History, -the Spiritual
Meadow. Those who visited the anchorites wele pi-ous
p;;pi; who sought edification and who recorded the
instructive salittgs and acts of piety of the an-
cient fathers.-_-Atthepresenttime,thenonasticlifehasbe-
come a farniiiar phenomenon. Many people do not con-
sider it anything in particular that people renounce
imiiy ana tivil:ties- and the pleasures of the
world'to immure thenselves within the walls of some

*ott"ttery; they do not consider it of any special
virtue thit thb rnonk spends the greater part of

i.
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INTRODUCTION

his day in church services and prayer. Subnissive to the strict
nonastic rule and unswervingly obedient to the abbot, the monk
often goes down to his grave unknown to anyone. Visitors to the
monasteries speak of their buildings and locations, their own
personal inpressions, sometimes of the order of services, but
the spiritual life of the monks is closed to them. The monks
themselves, partly frorn humility, partly because of their dif-
ficult obediences, do not naintain chronicles. They do not trans-
nit to posterity the memory of the ascetic lives of their bro-
thers, and thus the features of the especial valour which appears
in the monasteries remain unnoticed. If nenoirs of the notewor-
thy monks were compiled in every monastery and these nemoirs
were preserved in the monastery archives, then the list of asce-
tics would be nore cornplete and many people would have their in-
accurate concepts of monasticisn corrected.

If we follbw the life of a Solovky nonk fron his entrance
into the nonastery up until his death, w€ will see that even his
ordinary life is an ascetic struggle.

0n1y a firn and sincere decision totally to serve God for
the salvation of onefs soul could inspire anyone to seek refuge
on the b1eak, inhospitable Solovky Island. This island is at
least twenty-six miles from the nearest settled areas and is
separated from then by the waves of the White Sea, whose ice pre-
cludes contact with the shore for eight months of the year. Its
sparse vegetation and eight-nonth long winter with its fog and
constant danpness are not especially attractive for living, ox-
cept for their advantages for isolation and detachnent from the
world. It would seem, with all this, that just the decision it-
self to live on such an island would be sufficient proof of onets
sincere desire for the nonastic life; however, no-one was accep-
ted directly as a novice. Each person who came to the monastery
initially lived as an annual pilgrin, of whon there were always
no fewer than three hundred, housed outside the monastery in
three buildings, or even inside the nonastery depending on the
needs and convenience of the various workshops. In the course
of a year those who were seeking the monastic life worked in
their obediences and had enough tine to consider if they would
be capable of the life of the monastery, to get to know the
brotherhood among whom they wished to labour, and to find them-
selves a spiritual father to whon they could entrust their spir-
itual life. If oners intention remained unchanged after a year,
the nonastery elders gave him sti11 more careful observation and
admitted him to the ranks of the novices only after several years.
No-one who cane to the nonastery received any preference; they
all equally shared the identical food in a ha1l separate from
the monks, had the same clothes, lived in common ce1Ls, and at
the direction of the work detail leaders, all equalLy went out
to work. Consideration was given only to physical strength, and
the weaker were assigned lighter occupations. In the rnidst of
these labours, otr the one hand, people who were self-willed.or
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INTRODUCTION

frivolous, and thus also unsuited for the monastic 1ife, werq
soon reveiled; while on the other hand, labours not of onefs'
own choosing and not always pleasant instruct the soul in hun-
iiity, obedf ence and pati-ence. All ascetics who have prof it.-
iAly' iassed through the initial arena, recal1 that time with

"tnotibn. 
The laboirer was not soon worthy of receiving his own

."if; tti1l more time passed before he was clothed in the cas-
sock. He attained this'by extended feats of pi"ty a1d far fron-"ty labours, and therefbre accepted it.with ioy and.rejoicing'
Rar6 was the'individual who was lonsured in the rnantia sooner
than ten years after entering the.monastery..The day of the
tonsure was a day of spirituat triumph for the one being !on-
suied and for uvutyottu, for, how could the nonks not rejoice
;i ;eeing a true sbrvant of'God-being added to their ranks?
How coulf, the-one being tonsured not rejoice too at achieving,

"ti"r many yeaii of efiort, the fulfilnbnt of his sincere 9":,
iit"r? EvLn'ttre-treart of a casual observer could not 4qfp being.
moved during the touching celebration of the l{ystery (Sa-crament)

of Tonsure in which the future nonk, having r-enounced the world
and all its p;r;i;;;, in his moving, compunctionate^vows of
chastity, po""tit-;;a ob"di"tr"e,-alcepts the yoke of Christ for
hinself . As 

"-tt"i,r-Uott 
babo receives a god--parent in.the Mystery

;i Baptisn to initruct him in the truths of faith ""d,!i::\, *,^
so th; new monk in the Mystery of To_nsure was given, before the
sanctuary, as a son to a spiritual father who was to instruct
him in ascetic life

The monk'i 1ii;, quietly and serenely, year Py {9"tt follows
trr. "uy "i irt" a;;ti tiitictt it" has chosen up 19 !l: fina1 barr-
ier, common to all nen. From the day -of .his tonsure began the-
;;1ig;i;ry ruiriiment of the vows tnbde during the Sacrament of
Tonsure, toward-*ititft the -person who intended to become a monk

had been atuning hinself fiorn his first day. in the monastery-'
ii-*"i-urpu"iaiiy the yow of obedience to ttre abbot and the bro-
therhood which directed afi-ftii thoughts, al1 thg spiritual and

physical po"utt-oi the Solovky monk un.tii tne end of his earthly
iii;J-irr"^i irr"-r"jority of thb monks there,. ftlf i11ing their
,""y'obedien."t',--ioutta't"it only on lh. sickbed or in the grave'
The'monk, ,"."ived ordination oi assignnent to various monastery
i"ipo"ribilities only according-to the.rules of obedience, not
of their o"tt *iff . Oit.. they hid parted with the world forever,
it was a rare event for one'of th-em to go to the mainland, eX-

""pi-in-those 
;;;;; "trun 

the needs and iequirenents of the com-

;fiity required someone to go there f or. a tine '
The great schema was r"ieived only by th:,,i9911^those worn

out with toil ;;a ;ick unto death; bu! eVen the schemarnon5s, -
although in stiiit- ieclusion, occupied thenselves, in their fer-
vour, with to*"-sort of worti ott",'wearing glasse?t worked with
t,he needle; another wove new nets or took apart old ones ; the
weakest cut up old ropes for caulking boats '

4



TNTRODUC T.TON

Fron tfrat moment in the mornilg il:ir::t.i:t*:;l:tl+:it"
or';;i.;isl.*j*" i:'t*,ll l:iiil:thl?lir":F,*:;:l "na-";;r;; i"r rct'" 13ll' *:: ln3'"l''i;"t 

- 
ui tb'i."," :1.? 5,:;"Ii' "i 

r 
- 

s i de s
it"-6-orovkY nonk was 

' 
a ::t'

Night *"'"*^u3 iiil'- 1: :ti"H:":l:lhnll;-lii-a"'p shadows '
Uv fte"iY wa11s ' There *1: 

-
a,nong which, iir" " p""T=?1"'l3l;rlt"i:;:ll:tli:i-ll""filill..
ii3:i "i:,;*i,iil[,4; ^i{H"'"iI';- 

liia"ir. ilt'" r'"a b 
" ?1] -p 

i e r c e d bv

;;;;y ar r oy s .rruil,ilt",il",l ';::,ilet 
?i 

l' *ii;; ;il=::' *'" 

" 

i" u'u

lence, an hot

it tr: :i* ?,i*l llit ; : $ k*-ii i*i':li ;11' 1**5?i' 3-l1lt,'
nll;ll;lnx' hl"x:t?!':li: 

";?i "i; 
; 

" 
* r: "ll !i :il "di it,il'i 

t' r' o*

ll:; t "tt:" "l' 
?nT"ll3 "liiil t:ia ":'?l"itl 

I I t' ?irlt r"i
p, i,,"t " p'"vui" ir+- u:"e: "tn;- u"i 

- 
i.,, t. iiiiqitt*:t:'#ll=:*,".it;;;hit'ut9 feelings ln ir,i"I-lt.ft., w

I"irI"" "'"{:ii.n:tgl.l|i"ili"re . the .il;iis rans , -monks 
appear -

two or at or
.a rron .a''!ii",, 1"uai,,!jiipfult":lii:::,ili-ln.3f.3h: i?:l
;;*; u"a'"y:'e;il.iul 

*tffir ,ii:i**:qiliffi$i*i*1i1,;one conside:
working rer

tH;:f:,:; lii olll ! iltd'1i:i ti:t,:15, :;* "14#'ti # 1ifi*it:,,
i*,;tti;h"*iil;"::1'l: ";,i:ff i!: il ;:l:i?:iit rl:l:i' *lt il::;;;;";-b:f ":"olt:,ti;'?1oi^ir'" -i:t^"bl, they not rc"d- "'vo,," T1' 

-

:::' I u'33X'i";;"i1; :,1.:":1". ; i'xll?;, ""n;"ii'"i _! 
;i?; te d t o the

iiki' :l;L$:li iititli. I't't"iiii: "'n;,:;ii[:.q;'il it:' :ril'u
ilf;iitil1i"i:A:ritl"i"li:r !r:l":r,:tt,illil llg;:::e liik;
il :"ll?- i;:: li"il*"iii] lit"il3l i r"ilr ; ; 

-' 
u i*o"' w:

matins. Ari"r-itr"-ruaufS',i! "f-tft" 
t"iili"ut" on ordinary days

the "*pr""iiio"'-oftr'"-t'o'lpPi';i:trte-Iav 
was read fron the

connent ary*o f 
- 
st 

"-r, "d-filI6itri 
f act 

^ 
tt'"*fii'f guii u" ; dur ing Gre at

Lent,aserion_ors.rp.iiili;-;h;g---------------.rti"i";;;a1so-read'and
during crreeie-fare *""t""ii"'H"ry. w'.ttl- tr.ere w.ere readings

fronthesvnaxarion;-oni"i'ti-'th"'u^;";;;;dings'frornvarious
holy fatf,eis*uii-auiirrg the canon, "fiEi"titt 

ti*"tit ode' readings

were made iio* the ptorog,rl ;;'";ii; Sutt"*"tion when they were

appointed.'ii"'"lo't; ;i tilE*i"ii"i--""";;;a during the hours rn

Great Lent. On ordinary"i"yi natins f"ti"a aboui three hours;

after matins during c"u"t'litli-i1"Fti;;;;; \l'ts") was offered

for the departed urotheii i"I-".r.u""i.a in-the vestibule'
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TNTRODUCTTON

ii:if,".$iiii:f'3il"Jli;: to rive u""1I Lirurgies were celebrated

iii'i;.B'iiti;l #ii"lt *ff iiIi":l::iiT$;i:,jlri l#*"ff:;:clergv were ptui";;-;- lil"o3'jl"fif;.,31J i[""iiu"5r and all tr,uInore at'l: 
-rt e;'Ii, 

*'t'u1,. 
w?s a tttl,;i#i*jryffin*i-*;t*""tion, never".f6., "Jit-,o*ttted, of trru J"pi";;;

ait",i."rti the monastery, 
"rr"rI-""fiJ: y"."e ""itiJn ln the syno_tr,"-*o';";:r;:3T:I";3lion was pu'roi'.d.by- ;h; "i;;,omonks 

aira

ii!:i :,3; i ;: 5;i 
;xtu ti 

" 
I:' iii* il "' ; " tiii:lI 

"ir: rli, 
:II i:h 

"if 
:'the t,iru'iv, 

. ". I,i;;";;;f "oi33l5l";;"oI- one erJerl-at rhg ena orwater, ",;::i,iiJ,iy,,.*l,,ua ;ii ;i,; iiii:iiti^:;ll::;H.ilf"i;!hu dough fgr.tr,"-;i'";;'fl,g-pr"rpriiia 
whicrr. w"rJ to be bakedl9r the next !"i. ei.ll trr" iuri'i,itJ"rr, which wJs joined toff:ifi 'uil5"iiq l;l; l:l"s+i 

"*"','5ui;;";e-;; 
ui] a^v. precededwo rs h ipp 

" ",. n'o... j;j' {n:li}ii:f , :* :.ti 
u:l.f:ilf, {rj-;*f 

fi;ff g.tory' the chinters-iJ"ii"g,. rori.".a"ilr 
"-.i,i"r"il"nk_c"rryi'g thei "ilrEn oI ill :'l' f ;r;if" ii*:rq:i* q 

U, r;, t" f ii#, i l "; t; 
u: 

;; _ " 
npleted the 101."mn-nr"."liion...nerore..ainner the whole brother_i33$..;l;''i:f,i:;",,d;;';;ir,", ;,,_;;;..r,!n the abbot..uressed theThe mealr o{ the monk: h:.a a certain solemnity which affec_

ted the mind. 
"n.d iii" ii"l... rr,e-rJi";;p"y._rr, -"iiiched 

to the
cathedral church 

- 
o r-ti'J'i-9rmi cion 

-J i-ii,u' u" it iloii'rrr"o roko s .
AJ1 its wa11:-rtrd. i";i;r"yut9 aaornea-yrl! 

l"plur6ntations of!n: Lord's 1_ife, tr;-n""tit,rJuJ*I"i"Ir." hosr br ir,".*o,r"sticuatnts on a mammotrr rr"iu; yp to +oo-monts and ,roui.u, could.-s1t ar its tgnt .t"brur.-p;"rf,r.,i ;;;"r:" reigned-eiJrywhere,broken onlv ry-trru"s-Jnoriur, y:iig-;i";1.. reader expJunaing theri;r;i;'"if.:iii,ii;iirlii_ iil:i,ir;is'* sf ;in,iiil :il.';;;.1an, encourat
c r ui i on 

- 
o I' ;iiiir'i; "'i"i:;r :';l: 

;" 
llr" l:n :'j3r! ia,fj 

"':3 3i;:11rule ' accomDanied. uy-trrJ".r;;r;iu Ii'riir";: Af ;;;-tii" *"ur ,
the nonks alain qi;i.;;;d'.o r;;[ i""oiar,rg to ihei, obediences.wine was neier oriei.i"itu monki r"-irr" refectory.At four in the 

"riurnJon two early vespers were served, oneafter the other. The a;i1';; ;il; iliJtu"rpers was at six, or atfive in the wintgtl- "ii"i thu 
-.or,.i"ri"" 

br uri- ir," obediences,and therefore ?11 irru-*onr., urrJ p+i;;i;s wno worked during theday took part in tn.-uuuning seriricE. At conplin-e, according tothe custorn or ienot-rtii-;;lirteries., t!"y read the canons tosweetest Jesus, t_he rfi.olotos and. tt u Guardian_Angel, along withthe akathisr tit the sr"ioui or 
't"-irt"oioros. Right after com_pline' supper was served. in the ""ru.iJry, folloied by the read_ins of th-e-Prayers beroie-br.uup ;;a-;r;; commemorations of theLiving and the' Repo;;a;-tir,i.i, ;";;-r;;; in ir,"-;;f;;;ory.
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IN TRODU CTION

A11 the divine services were perforned with the proDer com-

ounction and without the- leaii'Uii-of h,rrrying? sg.even on ord-

inury days atl the church..9"tiil"i ioot seven-to eight hours '

The monastic prayer r"i","p"tioit"a itt the church in some

nonasteries, ;;; i"r'eorr"a'ii "rh;-;;1i-ii..sorovkv, bv each monk'

as on Mt atrro!i"H:;;-;i1-irt"'^""""ai pilgrins and' in the summer

the visitors, took p?I! in''ifr"- "veniirg-ituv"tt 
aiong with the

nonks: it was i*por!ib1e ,o"pi";;-;;'-?it'em ttte burden rvhich was

required for aii"i""tt.-g"rii"r their prostrations and practlce

of nentar ptuv"i,"-each *o'i-iil tto,ti."";;; oUrigea to read a

certain ,,'rb"l"ii t"iiii;;;; ["rry-"tta .o**ernorate his living
and reposea Uroif,""i ""q t"fiii"6' "itn"[h;'-;G1ory" 

at the end'

Sone had the habit of "r*"|l*t;;411q_seveiat 
sections of the

Gospel ana EpiliiJr-and v-aiious canons and akathists ' The num-

ber, quantity ile-ii*. or "*"t"ises 
i"-ptuy"t in. the cell de-

oended on the ascetic,s d";;;i;;-i; coa'uttb on the will and di-

i".'ifl: i{"tl'"?t3;:aiences in which, along with-sp*itual ac'

tivities, the solo-vky nonks ioot part were-varied' The excep-

tional location of the sorovky Monast"ty-ott ?1-1solated and

barren island, i' the nids;";i";;;;;;it'populated and unproduc-

tive coastar-iria ili ii"* trade centres" forced the monks to

prepare .r"ryirrirrg-irr"y """a"[-ioi 
exist"ttc" with their own

hands. Here ttrev neitlrer ;;;;; ;;; gattterea' but instead of

that, necessity'had giyen'tiitft--io 6th"t more numerous and dif-
ficult occupations. Let us-1i;i the monatiit obediences in order

to provide "-roi" accurati ;;;;";;-"i ih; activities and life
of the nonastery. The firit-obediett." *"i the position of the

abbot. The abbot was tl," iitftltl-ft""a and guid-e of his large

farnily made up gf .peop1",;t;;';i't";;h "oi--oE 
the same blood and

of different ca11ing9, character' aE9'-iottaition'and education'

had entrusted thenselves,*i;;-;h; iit" "i c"a and their own sa1-

vation, to tir"til[;;i; air".ti"" u"a "ito 
rt"a set thenselves the

rule of aoi,ri'ti,l"*iii'oi*;h;;;-f "!1":, 
rather than their own

will. All aspects of management were,ii the abbotts hands; every-

thing a"p"r,d!E"J" ti*i-'d;t[ iarse and smal1 rnatte{s were done at

his direction and on his Ui"tiiig' nveryo"" lY:}:d-to hirn for

instructionandguidance-inal1!ortsofnonasticactivities,
and everyone acc6pted aff*'frii-toia, u*; t"ggtstions with child-

like confidence, ivithout .;;io;;;t-""d aitE[tsion' For this rea-

son the aUUoi-ttitrelf had io-f,ut'u' u ttto"g and^elevated spirit;
he had to posr"ii above "fil 

fit"tfgagg- of"the Sacred Scripture

and the writings of th-e ;;ti.il";;;-?h. monastic rules and con-

stitutions; he-had to b"";il;;iencea i; ;h; monastic life and be

distinguished by common t;;!;';;;-lip"ii*tt."' The 1ot of serv-

ing as "uuoi*"it, 
;;HI;"ii"'""a"ir"ta"itto*"' rt is -not surprising

that nany ,uto"fria-i"ti"a the sweetnest-"f solitude in the cel-1

and a life ,rna"r auth-orit;";";;4-*lirt-rt"ttot on the height of

this life and strove by "i"7y 
means to"t""ia such a heavy and

t""ti}f:l :il:t3o"urur,"" of abbot there fol10wed the obediences

7



INTRODUCTION

of his assis-!?nt, treasurer, dg"lr -sacristan and confessor. ForaL1 these offices the "bboti "itrt'ttr.-adviie "i-gr" brotherhood.selected (usuarly) senior, tti"toro"trl roru prudent and sober.These monks,. togbihut 
"iit rh; ";t;;; constituted the nonasticchapter and'he1E t"g"r"r conferer.i"i'on the affairs of the non-astery. rn these conferencgs, all the major aspects of manag_ing the monas!ery- were ievi"wea-""J--Ju"ided upon. The assistantwas the abbotrs ttrier helper and was--rurpo.rribre for providingfor the nonastery's gooJ-braer in arl areas of rnanagement. Thetreasurer had under [i.s control and d.isposal the money and aLLhousehold itens and naieii"rr.-r["-a""n looked after the brother-hgod and pilgrims in th; .rr"tirt,--r"iJltory 

"rra ce11s. The sac_ristan was in charge of alr. chuich-propurty, saw to the creaningand proper arrangernent of the .rtur.[ui', and saw that all churchservices were celebrated at the p;;;"i'ti*" ana wiirr compunction.The confessor was obliged to heai t[u-brothers' confessions dur-ing the fasts. He was Irre spirii""i-prrysician 
"rrd-director, whoinstructed his children in trre spiriiuhr rife; for this reasonhis cetl was.open day and night 'i; ;il'"rr"-""6d;;-grid"rr." andinstruction in-cases'of co"rfirio"l ipiritual 

"uri"iu, and thevarious temntations which are met in the life of every ascetic.In the rurtnlr ne-was ;i;;" an assistant to hear confessions ofpilgrins
The next obedience was the succession of divine services,yhi:]t were performed by- the hi.ro*onki and hierodeacons in ro-tations lasting six webks. A11 the hieromonks and hierodeacons,except those occupied in the offi.",-i" p-ail!i;t; i; girding andthe like were rel-eased from_the t;;;r;i obediences and. were ob_liged without fail to attend arr"ihe-;;r;i;;r"i"".r.irch; in rheirce1ls they were.to occupy themserves 

"itrt aiiilence-ana zeaL inreading the Divine Scriiliure and othei books useful for salva-tion. 0n1v on certain olcasions were irr" hieromonks and hiero-deacons s6nt by ih;-;uuJi-to iisrr,--io gather hay near the mon-aste_ry, and to collect berries 
"nd *.rsf,rooms.

We must further mention the oUeaience of master chanter, whowas always a hieromonk or hierodeacon ana who 
-k;;;^p"ri"iiry 

;i;;church typikon and the fundament^i- rr"*"tttty chant. Eacn chantrywas led by a precentor, or "initiator of tn" ctanti. They werefollowed bv the chanters, half of "tr"* were hieromonks and hiero-deacons who were able io'art"nt,-ur"*ar1 as readers, kanonarchs,sextons and wakers.
rn addition to these specifically ecclesiastical obediences,there were many.monastic aisi.gnrne;i;' 

";a-;;;;;;ii;;;, such aslibrarian, sciibners, berl-rlngriil purcrra;iit-;;;;tr, the stew_ard and housekeepers, the cellaier,'ti; overseer 5f novable pro_pertyr _the overseer of the barns, ihipmasters and nechanics(certified bv.examination), painieti,'pri"ters, masters of goldand silver rri.ttti"gl-giiJ6rr, carvers, cutters and polishers ofstone, watch-makers, -and1e-rira]<e_rs,, dy.ers of croih ila-a;;;url-coppersmiths. metal workers, prosphordbakeTs: Uiu"a"il"keri, Uirr_ders, lithogiaphers, 3'oiners, carters, sleigh-makers, wheel-
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INTRODUCTION

wrights, carpenters, artists, fishernen, blacksrniths, leather
workers, rope nakers, net weavers, nasons, sailors, gardeners,
yaiters, cooks, trappers, launderers, shepherds, and many more.
The solovky-communily ryas able to satisfy-most of its require-
ments with its own hands. Each individual occupation was cal-led an obedience. rn every obedience the senior and nost ex-perienced monk was nade the leader and directed the work and
workers assigned to hin, being himself under the purview of
?nd responsible to the assistant and the steward. some obed-r.ences were performed by many people, for example, there
as many as seventy tailors and cobblers; as nany as sixty
ed on steamships and other boats; in the winter thirty yo
were enployed in spinning hemp for fishing nets; as manyforty people, espeCiatty in the summer, w5re ernployed i;itg;- somgtimes as many as ten furnaces were in bperation
the blacksmith's shop, we have not spoken of the-hay harviPg at-which,. near the monastery, the abbot appeared amonthe others. The primary aim was to see that nb'-one was le

we
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.oyt a job and e'specially that no-one did anything according tohis own will.
In the manual obediences, there was a pious custom that at

ll" peginning of each task one turn to God'in prayer and then,if the task was being performed with other peofre, each oneturned to the senior nonk with the words, "bless, father."
w!en. they,had received the repLy, "May coa uresi rdi," they sign-ed themselves with the Cross ind set to work. They worked i,rittr"prayer in their minds, 4s if before the eyes of Gbd Hinsetf andunder His almighty direction and assistance.

Blessed were the nonks who, according to the rule of the
community, had renounced their own wi1ls and who passed the aL-loted -portion of their lives in uncomplaining oUbaience, evan-gelical self-denia1, constant toil and-contin[a1 prayer.'They
awaited no reward on earth for all their efforts"^whbn a moni<
repo-sed, three strokes of the large bel1 inforrned the brothersof the falling asleep of one of tfieir co-strugglers and partnersin prayer; the remainsrwrapped in a nonastic rnintle, wer-e takento the church where the Psalter, or the Gospel if the departed
were a priest, was read until the funeral. After the funeral,
he wgs given the final- kiss and then the departed was carriedto the cemetary ald placed in the grave with a great ringingof be1l-t, by which the church's joi that the refosed had-coil-pleted his course and gone to a place of rest was expressed.
when they returned to the church- and had performed the lastEntreaty (ritga) over the kolyva, the celebrant and all the monks
nade twelve bows with the prayerr'rGrant rest, O Lord, to thesoul of- Thy departed s_ervant.'f rhis rule was supposed to be per-
formed -by_every monk f9r forty days, along with i prayer for therepgsed. The name of the departed was entered in atf thurch dip-tychs.foT perpgtual commemoiation, and each monk sinilarly entlered it into his commemoration list to be read during his'prayerrule in his ce1l. Over every grave a large wooden cross wai rbis-
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TNTRODUCTTON

ed as a sign that the
to death, was a true f
had passed from earthl
victory on the Cross o

departed had borne his cross from birth
oLiower of the Divine Cross-Bearer, and
y life to life eternal in the hope of the
f his Redeener and Saviour'.' .

-

f" righteous fathers Savvaty, Zos1na and Hernan shine as the
brightest"stars of asceticis* "t 

Solovky. They.wel? the founders

"rrd"otg"nizers 
of their monastery; -they were the first to live

on the unintraUii"Uf " Solovky-Islind; tirey poured out the bright
iigfri oi i"itfr-rna piety on'the whoie northern- pall of Russia'
Their ascetic 

-acii li" 'indelibly engraved in th-e history of. the
Sofovty Monast;;t-""a-tfteir t"mbty Is honoured as holy-by th"-
universal Orthodox Church. The exbmple of the ascetic life of
the founders of iofo"ty attracted miny followers to then -
p;;pi" ,ut',o "ui" seekin! monastic s ilence in the distant north
in the midst ;i inhospltable living co-nditions, which are more

conducive to asceticisn. Monasticilm flourished on Solovky Is-
land; the *oruii."y ;i Sts-Savvity,. Zosirna and Herman trained
;ilt'ascetics--*orihy of peing rern'embered by pos-teTily. The in-
fluence of these remarkable lnen was extrem'ety fruitful in their
own environm";i;;hii; ttt"it life is stil1 capable of giving
in,struction to everyone.

Besides the ascetics'who showed forth their -tiglt in the
Solovky Monas tery, some memorable hierarchs of the Russian
Church entered into the monatt:-. life and developed spiritually
there: the patriarchs Ioasaph I q"9 Nikon; the metropolitals
Isidore of f'lovgoioa, Ilarioi of Pskov, I|naty of .Tobolsk, Raph-

ael of Astrattrin, "l6f of X-vgorod; and tfie archbishgps Marcel
li-Voi"g;;-;;d tarsonophy of"Rrcttangel. Patriarch Nikon, who

feft " i"t*unent nark in'the historf of the Russian church, was

tonsured r *orrk by St Wea'iir-l-iit. founder of the Anzersk Skete,
which was also the first tii" of his strict ascetic acts ' Here
in the course of four years Nikon matured for his future grg?t-
deeds in gouut*itg-ift"'chuic'tt and,he learned the patience which
would be so essential for hi; i; the vicissitudes of his destiny'
ih;;; itru spiritual influence of the Solovky Mona;t:_1I-"1?."::
limited to its irnnediate neighbourhood, but spread over arr or
Russia.

I
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10 JANUARY 

HOLY RIGHTEOUS 
PAUL OF OBNORA 

Qur holy father Paul was born in Russia in the year 1317. 
When he was still a youth, he decided to give himself over to 
Christ and serve Hirn with his whole life. As soon as he was 
old enough, St Paul entered the Monastery of the Nativity of 
Christ on the River Priluk, which is in northern Russia. 

Soon, however, Saint Paul heard about the great elder St 
Serge of Radonezh. He went to St Serge and asked him to be his 
elder. St Paul became completely obedient to his elder and 
stayed in his monastery for fifteen years. Here, St Paul stud­
ied the Holy Scripture and read the Lives of the Saints and 
other holy books. 

After this, the Saint received his elder's blessing and 
went away into the far northern wilderness, to the area cal­
led Obnora. He looked for a place to live and found a huge 
linden tree which was partly hollow. This tree became his cell 
and in it he began to pray to God day and night. Saint Paul 
received so many gifts of Grace from God that the animals wer 
not afraid of him. Rabbits and foxes would come to the holy 
elder at the same time, and the Saint fed them and petted 
them. Even bears came to visit the Saint and they were tame 
and friendly because theyunderstood that Saint Paul was a very 
special servant of God, their Creator. 

In 1389, Saint Paul founded a monastery in honour of the 
Most Holy Trinity. This monastery grew and became a great 
house of God. In times of hunger, many people came to this 
monastery and the monks fed them and gave them help. 

Those who knew St Paul of Obnora say that he was always 
joyous, he was always chanting and praying to God. This holy 
father is especially remembered for his great love, and in 
the scroll on his ikon, we read the words, "If only you knew 
the power of love." 

This holy father fell asleep in the Lord in 1429. Because 
of his great struggles, many souls were saved from the evil­
one, many starving people were fed and the light of Christ's 
holy gospel was seen in the land. May our holy father Paul of 
Obnora pray for us that we too may become true servants of 
God. 

11 



20 DECEMBER

HIERO|V1ARTYR IGNATIOS
THE GOD-BEARER

!

a

[At the tjme r,rrhen the hoTg apostTes were still a7ive, Antioeh was one of
theTargestandmostimportantcjtjesinthewotTd"Itwasa]soaneof
the most sinfuJ of aJI cities'

ApnstTePauTcamet,oAntiochwithBarnabasandtaughtmangpeopTe
about.Tesus chrjst . some of them were baptized into the HoJg church' and

the othet people began to ca77 them ,,Chtistians,,. It was hete, at Ant-

ioch, that, the fjrst of the names used to describe the HoTg Church aB-

peated . it began to be ca7hed ,,the Christjan Church.,, This tooE place

inthegeat42,onTgninegeatsaftetoursaviourJesusChristhadas-
cendedbackintoheaven.Inaboutthegear48'theholgapostlePeter
became Bishop of Antioeh. When St Petet had t'o Teave the citg in oxder

tocatrgouthiswotkasanapostle,heconsecratedamannamedEvodios
asbishop.ThisnewbishopteposedintheLotdinthegeat6B.Afterhin
outhohgandGod-beatingfat,hetlgnatiosbecameBishopofAntioeh.]

Wfrun Saint Ignatios was a 1itt1e boy''our Lord.and Sav-

iour Jesus Christ was going tftio"gtt- f sr'a6f , Pr€aching and

healing peopf e.-One d-ai r.aZ ieius"Ctrrist was teaching the
people, He footea-ai ihdiitifl boy, Ignatios and saw his pure'

simple faith and pure fteari. 
-.lesii Cfirist ca'11ed the boy to

Hirnself , toof 
-iiiln'i' Uis ftoiy- aitns..ana said, "Whoever will

receive one child such as irrir in My name, receives Me..."

I

(Mk.e:36).
After our saviour had ascended back into heatren, saint

Ignatios became- a student "i-tp"itf" 
John. St John told hin

all the things that Jesus Cf.tiit had taught his lPostles and

Saint Ignatios became a gt""t ascetic and struggler' Every-
where he went the people f ou"a-ttiln and listened-to his words'

St Ignatios iiiied' in nniiocft and he -helped ^the 
Cl-rristian

people there to become ttto"g"t i" tlt" faith of Jesus Christ'
More than ""yitting,-St 

lgnailos was known for his great love
of other p"opi"-uia for flit p,tt", simple faith in Christ'

At first, Apostle petei il"i-in" bishop ?f $!:":l' After
he went away to'.otttinue tris spgcial work' another. bishop
was elected, "tra-ttten 

he ""poi!a, 
the -people 

all chose Saint
Ignatios as uirrr"pl-tni l"ii'. rp"i11g .l^ohn- consecratecl hin
bi;[;;-i" ir'"-y;;; 6e. A:D.;' j"it ,tlri1tv.- six vears after our
Saviour Jesus btttist had ascended into heaven'

t2



SAINT IGNATIOS 

In those days, many evil people, led by the devil, were 
causing much trouble for the Christians in Antioch. St Igna­
tios had to protect the faithful again�t these people. There 
was no Bible then, and these evil heretics were trying to 
teach false things about Christ and His Holy Church. But St 
Ignatios had heard Christ's teachings from His Own holy lips 
and also from the holy apostles themselves, and so the people 
understood that he was a kind of "1 i ving Bible," for what he 
taught was truly Sacred Tradition. Sacred Tradition means 
"the spoken Bible," and it came before the "written Bible". 

Many people were baptized into Christ's Holy Church by 
Saint Ignatios. He was so filled with God's Holy Spirit and 
he gave himself to God so completely, that he became known 
as Saint Ignatios the God-bearer. 

In the year 106, there was a great persecution against 
all the members of Christ's Holy Church. Many of the Christ­
ians were arrested, tortured and killed. The governor of An­
tioch especially hated all Christians and he thought that if 
he killed St Igriatios, the followers of Christ would lose 
their faith. For this reason, he arrested the Saint and sent 
him to Rome to be fed to the lions. As the ·Roman soldiers 
took the group of Christian prisoners to Rome, they passed 
through several towns and cities. In each of these cities, 
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SAINT IGNATIOS

the Christian people cane out to see the
Bishop Ignatios the God-bearer. They want
blessing, to touch this man who had been
Christ as a sma1l boy, and to hear his ho
natios loved them all. He not only spoke
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23 FEBRUARY

HIEROIIIARTYR POLYKARP
BISHOP OF SMYRNA

[smgtna was a verg ancient citg. People Tived there alteadg at the vetg
dawn of historg. ft was an impottant seapott, and ships ftom alJ ovet
came there. It js the onlg one of the gteat ancient seapott cities in
this tegion which stiJl exjsts todag.

Agnstle PauJ passed thtough Smgtna in atound 57 A.D., but revidentTg
diit not stop and pteach thete. The peop|e of Smgrna wete probabJg taught
our Saviour's faith bg apostle John the TheoTogian shottJg after PauI had

;rassed through there. When Jetusalem was destroged bg the Romans in 70

A.D., mang of the Chrjstians of Palestine fled to the tegion around Smgr'
na and Ephesus zPQ APostTe John was the bishop of that whole area' He li
ed in Ephesus. Thus' mang of those earTg Christians of Smgtna and the en'
tite tegion had seen and heatd Christ personalJg. The chiTdten of PoJg-

karp's genetation would have been raised with firsthand stories of Christs
Tife and teachings.l

I

a

Our holy and God-bearing father Polykarp was born to a

Christian ?amily. A11 his fifg,-he heard about our Saviour J
sus Christ from'people who had-known Christ_personally ?"q
heard His holy wbrd's. Like St Ignatios the God-bearer, Saint
Folykarp was ; student of Apostle John the Theologian. He wa

born in 69 A.D., the very year that Apostle John made Ignati
\

b i shop
St

Tradit
now ca
er Pol
in abo
in the
op. Ap
for th
Romans
heret i
teachi
naned

In
the fa

of Antioch.
Polykarp grew up rich in the knowledg e of the Sacred

r-on. In his lifetine, the written Part of i t, what is
1led "The Bible" was beginning to appear. 0ur holy fath
ykarp was very nuch loved bY the PeoPle o f Sny Tna, and
ut the year L0 5, when Bishop Vukolos of Smyrna repos ed
Lord, the peop 1e wanted St Polykarp as their new bish-

ostle John cons ecrated him. It was a very difficult t
e bishop.
to murder

Not only were the Jews try ing to stir up the
the Christians, but Satan I s own servants, the

ma]-n
tryin c'b

heretic in
to confuse the Christians with false

Srnyrna in those daYs was a man
cS, were
ngs. The
Marcion.
about t

ithful o
he ear 150, a great p ersecution began againstv

he Holy Church. Th s persecution was led bYft 1

the Jew
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s, and the Ronans i oined in. Many Christians were mar- ,
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SAINT POLYKARP

f1ock, c€lebrate the Divine _Liturgy- and preach th." sacred
Tradition of Christ. He conforted-the people and helped to
g ive them streng th to face the Persecutions.

In 155, the Romans decided to kil1 the o

The Christians
They loved him and the felt that theY
teach and guide then. ecause of this, they beg ged hin to

did not want Saint Polikarp to be nartyred. I

t

v
B

The governor was surprised bY this. St PO1
and tru

leave the city and go to a farm in the country. But the s

iers hunted for him, and at last theY
arrested hin. St PolYkarp was ful1 of joY. He wanted to die
for Christ if it was God's will for him to do so.

The Saint was taken before the g

naned Quadratus. The governor told S

to our emp eror and worshiP our idols. If you do not, then I
ou to the beasts ! "

St Polykarp only crossed himself and rePlied,
then, bring the beas ts out and let thern eat me. For, I will
never turn away from our true God and Saviour Jesus Christ."

ykarp w
e faith

AS SO

"We11calm and p
thenr" snapped t

eaceful, s
heg

o radiant with j o
overnor, "if You

v
h

beas ts , we will burn You to death, uo less you worshiP our i-
dols and renounce this Christ of yours !

tt

ttGood, g ood," replied St PolYkarp. "Bring the fagg ots of
wood and a torch. Let me be burnedto death like an of fer ing

tto my Saviour. "tte governor was amazed by_th_is. He could see that he was

wasting h"is time trying to get St Polykarp_to turn ?way {ron
Jesus -htist, and io [e ordered that the- Saint be burned to
death. Saint loiykarp went to his death with great.joy and
h;p"; for he kneir thit Christ our God would give hin eternal
life and greater ioy in the heavenly kingdon' 

^
When [he evil-n-en started the fire around St Polykarp, a

great miracle-oicurred. The flames rose up in a-glgal sheet
iff around the Saint, like a wall. The aii was filled with a

wondrous ,ru""i sme11, like some sort of heavenly incense ' But
itrough the flames raged, the bgdy of the holy martyr. was not
toucfied or burned, aid tte continued to give_great glory-!9
God. When the flames had died down and the Saint was stil1 un
trarmea, the wicked governor gave a command that St Polykarp
be stabbed to deathl Two soldiers rushed in and stabbed him
,itt daggers. ni hir hoLy bloo_d poured-ogt, lhg faithful be-
held what looked like a bove f1y out of his body ?nd ascend
toward heaven. The angels of Cob had taken his ho1y, blessed
;;;i io paradise. Our holy and God-bearing father Polykarp

!
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SAINT POLYKARP 

of Smyrna witnessed for Christ on 23 February, 155. He was 
eighty-seven years old. 

Saint Polykarp wrote a letter to the faithful who lived in 
the city of Phillipi. This letter, like those of Saint Ignat­
ios, is one of those important writings which we call "The 
Works of the Fathe.rs," or "Patristic Works". It was written by 
a Saint who was surrounded by people who had actually seen 
Christ and His miracles, and heard His words from His own holy 
lips. St Polykarp was taught by Apostle John the Theologian. 
Thus, his letter is of very great importance to us and we 
should all read it. 

19 



THE HISTORY OF GODIS PEOPLE

L3

MELCHI ZEDEK
(A Revelation About Jesus Christ) I

Lot, being selfish, chose the best part of the land for
himseli, and-left the worst part of the land for Abrahan. The
Lot took his people and his sheep, and settled on the rich
plain near a city ca1led Sodon. Abraham, however, _went into
ttre rocky hil1s to the north. The first thing he did was to
build an'altar, a place to worship God.

Not long after- this , a waT broke out between several of
the kings in the region. Some of these kings_ brought armies
and attlcked the cities of Sodon and Gomorrah. Lot and his
people were trapped right in the middle of this war. The king
who'won the war took t ot and his people away as captives.
When Abraham heard about this, he caIled his men together,
and said, "f know that Lot is selfish, that he took the best
1and, and left the poor land for us. But God has been merci-
fu1 ind helped us. if God loves us in spite of our sins, then
we must also love our brothers even if they do turong to us.
We will go and save Lot and his people." :

Abra[am and his men set out bnd, with God's he1p, they
defeated the kings and freed Lot and his people._Now, these
kings had also d6feated the cities of Sodorn and Gonorrah, and
taken their people prisoners and taken away _their treasures
and property, even their food. Abraharn could have kept all
thesb tlingi for hirnself . But Abrahain did not want an earthly
reward or iiches. He only wanted to follow God and trust in
Him.

After this battle and Abraham's victory, the great high
priest of God, Melchizedek, who was called King-of- Sa1em,
came out carrying bread and wine, and he blessed Abraharn with
it, saying, "bleIsed be Abraharn, the servant of the Most High
God..."

We do not know anything at all about this high priest
Melchizedek, except that his name means .t'kilg of righteous-
ness" and his title means, t'King of Peac'e" ("Salem" neans
"peacer'). He was a king oi prophecy about Christ our God,
Who wouid some day cone to btess everyone who believes in
Him. This was another revelation about how God would some day
come down to earth as Jesus Christ, in order to teach us and
save us from sin and death. The bread and wine which Melchiz-
edek used to bless Abraham was a prophecy about the Holy Com-
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

1

QUESTION:

I rea11y appreciated your comments in the Ileceniber issue
on the diffbreirles (or talk of them) between "purgatory, and
"tol1-houseS". I haVe heard about these "mytarsLVat' for years,
and the one thing that always bothered rne was, l':hat are they
there for, what purpose do they serve? I coul.dn':t see arry lea-
son for them, and so I wondered why God had created them if
they did not serve any purpose. I had asked, andr was told we
went through the "mytarbtva'r to get rid of the sins on our
soul, since we could not enter heaven with any sins. That
bothered ne, because I know that we get rid of our sins on our
souls by repentitg, and we cannot repent after death. So I
never saw any purpose for these things. . .

J.K. (Munieh, GernanY)
REPLY:

I

a

Yout point was also we77 made bg Saint Matk <>f Ephesus in
hjs refutatjons of Putgatotg, in which, it seems to fite t he
eguaTTg refutes the idea of toll-houses (the psgchoTogicaT
putgatotg). Look, fot example, at numbet five in hjs TEN AR-
GUMENTS AGAINST PURGATORY:

"In order to galn bLlss, there is required both uprighrness of w111.. '
and the good deeds deservlng reward, which are a resul-t of this IuprightJ
w11l-. However, the act,ion [or, motionJ of both the wi]-l and of the works
must nece""ttily be confined to this present life...But if [after the
departure of the soul from the bodylthere is no movement at all of the
wiil toward good or evil, then one man w111 not be more worthy than anoth-
er. And though the souls be not fthusJ cleansed, they wouLd be no less
worthy of tfre divine vLsion of God, those souls, I mean, wb.ich departed
wtth a good volltlon - which is chiefly and particularly required for
blessedness. Now slnce Purgatory does not make an evll w111 a good w111'
but uprtghtness of wil-L is requlred for b1lss, then Purgatory contributed
nothing toward the receptlon of bLlss. But that which has no function exists
1n vain. And slnce God dtd not create a single thlng ln valn, Purgatory
does not exis!. "

Certa inlg one must sag exactlg the same about t'he aerial
toll-houses. Fol^, what putpose is served bg, ot what is to be
gained from these to77-houses and this demonic gauntTet? Is it'
for God, so that He wi|l have some means of making up His mjnd
about a ,,tempotatg,, fate for the sou-z? Absutd. rs it, fot the
souJ, ? If so t what does the sou-z gain bg this, how wi77 it pxo-
fit? wouTd th:s not be an excruciating totment without aim of
purpose, since the souT without the bodg cannot tepent, aTtet
jts voTition or accomplish ang act to rectifg its state? couTd
one assert that "the souJ- js onJg undergoing its just reward
for jts sjns bg undergoing a77 this?" But it bg thjs it obtains
jts just reward, then jt has nothing mote to feat on Judgment
Dag, and the fathers of the chutch were a77 in e].toj. who teTl
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Anil sjrec thc souJ hes tbtolntcJy nothing to gain from such
rn erpariencet nust, wa tlen DcJieye thaf it is to give God
sore -l j tt-la sa tj sf action ln sccing the souJ, jn such terror and
straits? But that js blesghcny. fs it for the saJ<e of the
angcls, our f riends? .RJdjcuJ,ous . Ot fot the demons? In suc?: a

tJresa ab ject, tebaT-ziour rnd r ccursed cxeatures than to aJ-J
the rest of creation, laceutr just jn otder to give them a
bit of sadistic pJeesurc, Hc aJJorvs them to sif f thtough arl
a person's Tife and dtag out evetg Litt.J-e sin so as to tortu.re
the heJpJ,ess souJ. For, what eJse couLd the d,emons gain bg suah
a tribunaT but satisfaction of thejr maJice? Js it, in order
to "educate" the souJ, , to make it awate of it,s sins? But, tn
fhe fjrst pJace, what, putpose wouJd that setve, how would jt
ptofit the souL, since the souJ- couTd take no steps fo repent
or assimjlate thjs "educttion,,, and second., the fathets of the
church have alreadg told us that it is the conscience which
accuses usr fot it knows our sins alteadg and it js the con-
science which is the accuset, because jt is an honest accuser
and incorrupt.ibJe rej tncss, whereas the d,emons are L jars whose
witness is useress, whose accusat,ions are f aJ-se, and theg them-
seJves , accotding ta the teachings of the fathets, aze to be
set at nought and trodden underfoot bg the fait.hful.

fJ:us , it is cJear thet these toJT-houses, Jike that, ot,her
fotm of Purgatotg, setve no putpose at arJ, and thus are ut-
terlg useiess and vain. But st l{ark has arreadg t,oLd us t
"8ut tlrat which has no function exists in vain. And since God
did not create a singJc thing jn vain Purgatorg Iand to71-houses]
do not exist."

The to7L-house lyth, thought does not require for -:,tseJf
a Purposc, fot it js the djrect, product of t.he otiental astraT-
ogg cul,ts which hord that aJ-J creation is not Jn f,he cal^e of ajust and Toving God, but rs subject to aLmightv Jaws of ex-
istcnce, solnething Tikc xarma, which lVecessjtg demands be ob-
setved. And fot tJlist na putposet fio reasonr Do benefit js l^e-
guited. rhe tolL-house ngth is inseparabLg bound up with such
philosoplries of fataJlsm, somehow JogicaL in BabgJon, Ekbatana
or on the stoa, but uttcrl,g arien to God and His HoJg church.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

2

QUESTION:

We were interested ln the discusslons about lkons of the
Ancient of Days and God the Father, whlch have appeared in
the IleraLd Laie1-y, and especial-1y the article by Dr Kal-omiros,
in SYNAXIS. He mlntloned there the acts of the Moscow Synod of
L666-67. Is 1t posstble to flnd the pronouncements of thls syn-
od concern1ng tfons of the Aneient of Days, tn EngJ-lsh?

R. P. (Anchorage, Ak. )

REPLY:

Thegteatpan-orthodoxsgnoclofMoscowjsofspeciaTin.
pottance, pattig because it was the onlg such great council to
be heTd in Russja , and thus it was a demonsttation of the mat-
uritg and l,eadersh ip roTe of the Russjan church. of patticuTatlg
gteal siqnificance is that, the concept of "The Thitd Rome" rests
sole7g upon thjs council, which apptoved it. This was probabTg
the mos t, important singTe council, of ang tgpe in the historg of
the Russian Tocal church.

The Tome of the svnodical Acts of the gteat Moscow counciT
set f orth the aTreadg weJ.7 def ined orthodox doct'tine t'hat the
Ancient of Dags js the son, Jesus chtist, that God the Father
cannot, undet ang circumstances, be potttaged, and that the Lord
of Hosts (Savaoih) cannot be portraged as the Father' Interestinglg
thjs counciT points out that the Lotd of Hosts js the Godhead'
the Holtl 5, tinltg ltseTf , and not one petson of it onlg' It pte-
cl,udes the rrp"Lr.rrtation of the Lord of Hosts at a77, in ang 

-

fotm. And we notice that we have nevet petsonalTg seen an Ottho-
dox ikon which portraged onlg t,he Lord of Hosts (Savaot'h) ' We

haye seen jkons which poxttag the sgmbols of the oLd Testament
Theophanies of Jesus chtist,, and, jn these, the throne and seraphs
of the Loti| of Hosts ate shown r ds weII as other sgmbols of the
ofd Testament Theophanjes , but we have nevex seen (personaTTv)
an Otthodox ikon of " The Lotd of Hosts" aTone '

I d.o not know it the entire text of t,he Tome of the gteat
Moscow council js avaiJ-able jn EngTish, but we are including
here the t,ext of the chapt,er relating to the hoTg jkons:

t
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TFIE TOME
OF CONCILIAR AC'IS

Concerning Diverse Affairs a.nC
and Answers Concerning Necessary

ca1 Subj ects

Quest:'ons
Ecclesiasi;i-

Which Council was held under the authcritl'of the mos'L pious
great Sovereign and Tsar and Great Prince Alexei l,liktrail.orrich,
the Autocrat of all Great, Little and white F.ussia, i.:n his re-
gal presence, and was composecl of the most holy Orthodox Pat-
riarchs _Paisios, Pope of Alexa.ndria and Ecumenical. Judge, l'{a.k-arios of Antioch and the entire East, and loasapi: of M.,:iscow and
q11 Russia, together with many Greek hierarchs l-incrrrdi.ng the
delegates of the Ecumenical PatriarchT, anci al-1 the Russlan
Metropolitans, archbishops and bishops, and aJ.so the a'rch-ina.n-drites, abbots and the entire sacred- sibcr being p-resent.

CHAPTER T'r,'trO

9Alt eoncerning Lkonographers and Savaoth. I+te enjoin that there be a skil-
1ed artist, a good nan ffron the c1.ergyJ, placed over ikonr:graphers as an
overseerr that is, as a leader anci inspeetor, so that lgnorant percons shouJ-d
not defame the hol-y Lkons of Chrlst, of the Theotokos and of lJ:l.s servants
by enpl-oylng a bad and lmproper styl.e of paintlng. And rre eonmend to cease
all fal-se and sophlstLcal- reasoning, accordJ.ng to whlch every man has grown
accustomed to paint Lkons by himself which are without attestation: that J,s,
the lkon of the Lord Savaoth ln d{verse forms, certain composttLons of the
fingers of the hand, and other lmproper and slmllar thi.ngs. We therefore
ordain that fron henceforth the lkon of the Lord Savaoth not ln future be
painted ln absurd and lmproper aspects, because no-on-e has at any tlme seen
Savaoth ln the flesh. Only because Chrlst was seen ln the fl.esh ls He paint-
€d, that ls, depieted according to the fLesh, not according to His Divln-
ity; one nay say lLkewise concernlng the most hoJ-y Theotokos and the rest
of Godfs salnts. ALso the faLse composition of the fingers of the hand must
no longer be deplcted, as lt has become the custom to do in the ikon of the
Saviour Chrlst, the most holy Theotokos, the Forerunner and the rest cf the
saLnts, because this Leads ignorant persons into error. But we command that
ln the lkon of the Savl.our Christ and of Godrs hoJ-y hlerarchs the hand girr-
lng a blesslng must be deplcted as has been at,tested to and {nserlbed now
ln our concllLar Tome, for thls Ls the true and anclent, traditLon of the holy
Apostles and hol-y fathers. As regards the martyrs of Christ, however, and
the other saints, when they are painted standlng and praying to Chrlst God
or to th.e nosL holy Theotokos, we enJotn that they be palnted onl-y wlth orrr-
stretched hands, because thls deplcts true supplicatlon. But e cornpositLrrn
of the flngers does not deplct suppltcatlon, but only manifests a confes-
slon of faith, even as tt ls mosr cl-early expi.ained J.n our Tome, which gives
an lnterpretatl"on of the slgn of the crols, ihut is, about the conposition
of the fingers of the hand.
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S44: It ls most absurd a'd lmproper to depict,in ikons the Lord Savaoth

(that J.s, the Father) wlth a grey beard and the, onl-y-BegoLten son in His

bosom wlth a dove between them, L""t,r"" no-one has seen the Father accord-

ing to Hls Dlvinity, and the Father has no flesh, nor was the Son born in
the flesh from the Father before the ages. And though David..the prophet says'

"From the womb bef ore the mornLng star have I b-egotten Theer' -(1"' 
109: 3) '

that birth was not f1eshLy, but Jnspeakable and incomprehensible' For Chrlst
Hinself says in Lheiholy Gospel, "Nt man hath seen thl Father, save the Sonrl

(cf Jn.6:46). And Isaiah the prophet says Ln his fortieth chapter: "To whom

have ye l-ikened the Lord? ,and-wtlh what likeness have ye made a slmllitude
of Hlrn? Has not the artLficier of wood made an image' or tlrg.goldsmiths
;;;;;'r;i."a--g"fa, gilt it over, and made it a slmilitude?"(40:18, 19)'

In like rnErnner the:Af,ostl-e Paul- says tn the Acts, chapter 17, section 40:

',Foreasmuch then as we are the offspring of Gods we ought noL to think.that
the Godhead ls like unto gold or silver or stone, graven by art of mants

imaglnation" (I7:29). And John the Damascene says: "But furthermore' who

can make a slmllitude of the invisLble, incorporeal, uncircumscribed and

undepictable God? It is, then, uttermost insanity and impiety to give a

form to the Godhead" (orthodox Faith, 4:16). In like manner st Gregory the

DJ-alogist prohiblts thls. For this reason we should only form an understand-

ing in the mind of Savaoth, which ls the Godhead, and of that birth before

the ages of,,th6,only-BegotEen, son,from Ehe'Father,, b9! we' should nev-9r in
any wise depicr,.thele ,ln,lkons,, for LhLs,, tndeed, is i,rnposslblu' And the

Hotr-y Splrit lisl n-ot ln ejssen'ce a dove, b.ut'1ll.,essenc-e He ie God' and "No 'man
hath seen God jll l''as John' ther'Thesilogian 'and Evangelist 

' 
bears witness (1': lB) 

''' '

and th -s i€ So, even' though at' ,the 'iordan'at' Chr'ist t's ho1-y baptigm thq.Holy 
',

spir,if appeared' i.n ,g1',. 'lik'eness 
':o-f,:a,dove. ,For,r thls xeasqn ;J't ls f ittlng 

'

on,this,toccas{on';onl} to depl,c't 'uh" tioty Splritrdn lthe J'ikeness of a. dove:rr!:

But t1i any other,ptr-aee those r,rho have inUettfgence ,qi]l not depicL Lhe Holy- 
'

Splrit ,ln the: rlikeneSs of a dove.'For. on Msunt Ta-bQrr,Ile qppe4red as'a'clorl'd''

and atr ano,ther;.time:j;ln other ways., FurtherllQr€ri SaVaoth is'the.name not 
'o-41y

of 'th€ Father;',but of 'the,Holy fr,intty. According t',o Dennis--the +re9P?git9''
Savaoth,, ttanslg,ted from the,Jewish tonguer,*""n" Itqord of; HoStsrt', fhis ,'\;i''

Lord Of tlosts'lls :the,HolY Trin'lty;: Father, Son and' Holy Spir'1t' And althauBh"

Orii.f 'g6sr ,prophet says,that h:e leheld ,rhe Ancierrt:of 'Ea,ys 
sitting ot..+, ,"

;;;,,itf, sirould ntt,be unders'tood:to ,re,'f,er t"o the',FaLher, buE to the :r I '

Sonri :1^1r" at'rllls rseeond comlng' ,w1,11 , Judge every'r'natton at.the dr'qadf'ul" alu'dg- '

t"tri,.t ,:. :.,. 1.:., ir ,: ',, 1 :i ..',: :l'r;l' ,..,. rr ': t; i ','

t.i '.::li, :1 ,. : ,: :') :

$45: Fur,thermoferrin.some lkons of, the holy Annunclation Savaqlh 1" depici,ed'

as breathing,from l{is mouth'r',8od that breath'.goes irrto the wogrb of thq'mo.st"'1

holy Theotoko,s; But: who,has,seen rthL$r: oT, ,wlat,'I{oly Scrlpf.ure leals 1r.ltness ',
to thd.s, and f..rom,whence is this ilaken? It is obvi'orls that, su.Ch a practlcg 

"-

and:otheilslmllar ones, ,Cotrl€ from :certain,rsophistlcal , or' rather fooliSh-aqd

mind'les's ,men.: ;The.refore we ordaln that from hencefqrth this 's.enseless,and : ;

l-mproper,,,lkonography must stop. But Ln'the Apoealypse 'of St i?ho''the S.on ' '

ls to be depicted wlth'white hair on,accountlof thos.e v9ne13b]'e,vl's1ons :

which we're manifested.to the salnt ln his,Apoealypse' The-Alpha."td,9*,"gar; :i'
the.First and ,the'Last', ls to ,be 'understoQd 

as thg Son, Who-ls the Alqha ', i

beeause of His birth on hlgh, Omega because of His blrUh below' Therefore'

(i

t4
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salnt Maxlmos ln the tenth chapter of his corunentary on the Areopagite says
that the Lord is both white-haLred and youthful: "The tord l"s deseribed
sometLmes as whlte-haired, sometLmes as youthful, even as it is written'
'Jesus Chrlst the same yesterday, and today, and unts the ages' (Hb.13:8)l
for today ls younger than yesterday.tt

If Vou are interested to read further on t,he sub ject of tlle
Ancjent of Dags, I suggest that gou make a catefuL study of'the
VigiT Service for the feast of t,he Meeting of out Lotd jn tlze
Tenple, especiaTTg the festal sections of the Matjns. Concern''
ing the Lord of Hosts (Savaoth) the question was Teft open :ln the
Tome as to Whom jt was that the holg prophet -fsajah saw in h-ts
fanous vision of Savaoth. But, of eourse, the HoIg GospeL aJ-
readg hail answeted thjs, fot we tead jn the GospeT according
to John that it was preciselg Jesus Christ ' t^he Onig-Begot,ten
Whom the prophet sar4' (Jn.72 :47) . We have aTreadg cited patris-
tjc texts reLating to thjs, to which we add f,he pvords of St Cvril
of Alexandt.ia: "He who sits upon the sublime and heavenTS throne
naw J-ies jn a manget." Itloteovetr w8 note that tn the E)atomaea
fot the feast of the Meeting of the Lord, the vjsion rsf the icrd
of Hosts js tead, and t,he teason fot this is made c-lear bq f,fte
quote from St CgriT just Siyen. fhusr w€ understand that, the t9-qr!,
seen by the prophet jn the vision of Savaoth was the enig-begrttten
Son. And thjs reyea-ls to us that Christ, js One of the |iol"g Tri,nitg,
the One of the Trinitg Who would become incarnate, and thusn vi^sible"
But tho Tome cited ahove wouJ.d have us not depict, Savaoth, jn
that the name Savaoth beTongs to f,he Godhead' and not to One Per-
son of ft onJg.
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SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM:

"Let us not, thetefote, seek to heat ftom dead men what the
scriptures teach us much mote cleatJ.v evetg dav. Fot if God knew

t,hat tesurrected dead men couTd be of prof it to the Tiving, then
He - who brings to pass a77 things fot out benefit - would not
have neglected or |et pass [the opportunitg to give us] such
gain. Bu t besides this, if dead men wele to be raised up contin-
uousJ, g to procTaim to us aLJ things that are gonder, then in
time thjs afso wouJ-d be set at naught, and moteover, the deviT
couTd inttoduce wicked doctrines with much ease. FoI he couTd
often show forth appatitjons ot futther, he could donttive that
cettain men shouJ.d seem to d.ie and be butied, and then he couTd

show them as being rjsen ftom the dead, and bg means of these
men he couTd pers uade the minds of the deJuded' of whatsoever he

wished. If indeed now, when thete js no-one who has atisen from
the d.ead, dreams vetg of ten appeat in t'he J,jkenesses of the de-
patted and have cotr'upted and Led mang astxag ' then it Such a

ining actuaTJq happened and it became established in the minds
of men that ^Zng 

;i the depart,ed have returned again, how much

mote so couTd the despj cable demon weave ten thousand wiTes and
jntroduce gJ^eat, delusjon into thjs 7ife. Fot thjs vexg teason
Gott cTosed the doots and has not petmitted ang man who has de'
patt,ed thjs lif e and returned to exp'-ess those t'hings gonder '
lest the devi7, taking this o.pportunitg, shouTd introduce a77

hjs own doctrines Ior', thingsl . Fot when thete were prophets '
the deviT raised up faTse prophets; when apostTes, then faJ'se
apostf es; and, when chtist appeated, then false christs,' and

,h.n sound. docttines wete brought in, he inttoduced cotrupt ones'
evetgwhere sowing tares . And so it thjs thing also vtete to hap-
pen-[i.e.,theabovedesctibed],hewouldatt'empttofeignthe
,ar" through his own instruments, not truJ,g raising up dead Iil€fl2

but bg certain sorceties and. deceptions he wouTd deceive the
eges of the behoTders t ot e.Zse t dS I just sa jd , he couf d con-
trjye that certain should seem t,o die, and thus he wouTd tutn
aIt things upside down and confuse them. But God, forseeing aI7
thjs , closed off thjs pTot to him and, sparing us t petmitted
not that ang man shoutd. evex eome ftom thence and speak to the
Tiving about the things gonder, and herebg He teaches us to hoTd

the Divine Scripture t,o be more wott,hg of credence than anvthing
else." (HOMILY 4 ON LAZARUS AND THE RICH MAN) '

SAINT MARK OF EPHESUS:

I

t

J

a

dom
and
wi th
ner
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,,...8ut itr ds was saidt no-one has enteted eithet the King-
or Gehenna, how is jt that we heat concetning the tich man

Lazatus that the fotmet was jn fite and torment and spoke
Abraham? The Lord sajd evetgthing about Lazarus jn the man-

of a patabTe, even as He spoke of the ten vitgins and in the
of the parabTes. Ihe parabTe of Lazarus has not come to
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parJ jn ictualitg, because the sjnne.rs in Gehenna sha77 not see
the rjghteous who are with Abtaham in the Kingdomt not wi77 ang
of them know his neighbour, being jn that, darkness.

"Acccpting thjs opinion our Chutch thus is minded and preaeh'
€st and She js nost ready and weIJ prepared to defend it. Fjrstlg,
the Lotd in the GospeJ according to Matthew describes beforehand
thc judgnent to comer sEtging, "Comet g€ blessed of Mg Fathet,
inlrcrJt..." it is evident thaf, theg have not get inherited
"the kingdom ptepared f or gou" ; " ptepated" He sag,s r rlot " alteadg
given". But, to sjnners He sags, "Depatt Ve cutsed" - evidentTg
t,hey have not get departed " into everlasting fite prepared"
not for gou but "fot the devil and his angels"" Here again IIe
says "pteparod", since Ithat fite] has not get teceived the con-
demned demons. And how couLd this be, when the demons even tiIT
now and untj 7 that vetg da7 roam about evergwhere in the air
and work the:r deeds in those who obeg them? This verg thing
theg ctg out to t.he l,otd in anothet pJacer ds it is tecotded in
the same GospeT, "Att. Thou come hither to torment us befote
the time?" .5o it is cJ-ear that theg do not endure torment, get,
sjnce the tjme has not get come. If, therefotet t.he wicked de-
n.Ons , the f:rst to work eviL, f or wham hell- has especialJg been
prepared and stored upr jf theg have nat get paid the debt of
therr fitting condemnat,ion and freeJg wandet abaut wherever theg
wjsh , wha t rea soning couLd persuade us that souLs whi-ch amidst
sjns have depatted ftom hence are stra ightwag given ovet to fire
and to those torments which are ptepared for others [i.e., the
denonsl? Nag, what need js thete of the Judgment,, or even of
the resurrection of the bodies of these IsouLs] , and of the Judge's
coming Iagain] to earth and of that fearsome, universal theatte,
if each man has received hjs due before that dag? And how is it
that the Lord jn the parable of the virgins says that the virgin
soul,s who went f otth to rneet the Btidegtoom "slumbeted and sJept
rlrhj.le the Btidegroom t,arri€d r,, which means that theg died, but
that tJ:ey did not enter the bridal chamber untiT the Bridegroom
came ftom Heaven, awaking all the virgins as it wete ftom sLeep,
and the ones lte Jed within along with HimseJf, whiJe the others
He sIut ovt, which thing cLearLg sha77 come to pass onlg on t,hat,
dag? Fot fle sags, "The4, shaJI the Kingdom of the heavens be Tiken-
ed to ten virgins."m, how is it, that, having travelled into a
f at countrg and delivered unto lJjs seryants Ifrs goods, he sum-
mons aTL together upon I{is return and reg,uires of each one his
wotk' if even befote the Master,s return each of fhe seryants
has Jajd bate i:rs wotk and teceived. hrs tecompense?

But aJso tfte divine Apostle in hjs second epistJe to Cor-jnthrans sags, "Fot we must aIL appear before the judgment seat
of Chtist, that evetgone mag recejye the things done in (Lit.
through) his bodg, aecord.ing to that which he hath done, whetherjt be good or bad" (2Cor.5:70). Do gou see that before (t,he time
ot) that judgnent seat and befote Ithe time when] we shaLJ- a77
appeat gathered together, Ithat is] whiJe we are bereft of bodies,
no-one shaJi reeeive according t,o t,hat which he has done thtough
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hjs bodg? But aJso in his second epistJe to Timothg he sags
f,hat on the one hand the time of his departure js " at hand" ,
but the ctown of tighteousness js " Jaid aP" , and thetefote is
not ,,at hand,,, that ,,which the Lotd, the righteous Judge, shaTl
give me at that dug, and not to me onJg, but unto aJJ them also
that Tove His appearing" (2Tn.4:6-B). And in the second epistle
to the Thessafonians, ,,Seeing it js a righteous t'hing wit'h God

to tecompense tribu1ation to them that' ttoubfe |oa, and to gou

who ate ttoubfed rest with us t when the Lotd Jesus sha77 be te-
vealed from heaven wit.h His night,g angels, taking vengeance on

then that know not God, and that obeg not the GospeJ of out Lotd
Jesus christ, who shaJT be punished with everLasting desttuction
ftom the presence of the Lord, anil ftom the gTorg of His powet I

when He sha-I f come to be glotif ied in iJjs saints, and to be ad-
mired jn a77 them that believe (because our testimong among vou
was beTieved) in t,hat ilav" (2Ths.7:6-70). And again in the ep'
istJ,e to the Hebtews whete he speaks concetning the saints who

have gone before usr "And a1t tiese, having obtained a good te-
pott thtough faith, teceivednot t,he ptomise, God having ptovi'
d,eil some better thing for usr that theg without us should not
be made perfect" (Hb.77:3g-40). fhjs we must t.hink concerning
aLl the faithfu7 anil righteous who Tived untj 7 the Master's com'
ing. For just as those who have gone before have not been made

perfect without the apostJes t so neither are the aPostles with-
out the mattv].s r no'^ the mattgts without those who aftet them
have entered ani! shaj,I entet into the good vinegard of the church'
?hjs js indeed taught most, TucidTg bg the parabTe whete at dit'
ferent tjmes thete were diffetent caTTings for wotkmen into the
vinegard, but the tecompense was given to a77 at the same time,
and those who came fjrs t teceived nothing mote. The gteat Evan-
ge7ist,, John the TheoTogian sags the same in Revelations: "And
when he opened the titth seal, I saw undet the aTtar the souT

of them that were sJajn fot the word of God., and fot the testi-
mong which theg he|il, anil theg cried with a Toud voicet sdging'
How Tong, O Lora, holg and true , Clost thou not judge and avenge
our blood on them that dweTl on the eatth? And whit'e robes wete
given unto evetg one of them and it, was said unto them ' that
ln"g shouJd rest get fot a Titt1e season, untiT their fe7yow'
seryants and also theit brethren, that shoutd be ki||ed as t'heg

weret shouJd be fuTfiTled" (Rv.6:9'11). From a7I these things,
thetefote, jt js eyident that nejther are the Sajnts in petfeet
enjogment of those good things and of the bTessedness to come,

no| have sjnners alteadg teceived cond,emnation and been sent
awag to totment. And', indeed, since theg aJ^e incomplete and'
as it weret cut in haJ-f , being beref t of t'heir bodies which t'heg

wait to teceive incottuptible after the tesutxection, how couJd
theg attain to those perfect tewards? Hence the ApostJ'e savs,
,'christ the firs t f ruits, af tetwards the g lhat ate christ's at
His coming, then cometh the end" (LCot'75:23, 24) ' then' he sags
theg sha-Z 7 appear, t,hen thev shal 7 be perf ected. And the Lord
sags , ,,Then sfraf I the tlghteous shine f ozt,h as t,he .sun in t'he
Kingdon of the heavens" (cf Mt.73:43).
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SOCIETY LECTURE: THE SOUL. THE BODY AND DEAT'H IContinued)

At the beginning of this chapter, we also rnetrtioned the
penonena of nedical hallucinations. Obviousl.y, we must also
touch upon th:Ls subject, as there are a nuntber of L'ooks circu-
lating now regardlng "out of body experiences" on deathbeds
and sickbeds. The reports a1lege that certain people who have
died have later come back to 1j.fe and given revealing insights
into that world yonder, into the state and condition of the
soul after death, or who have reportetl visions of light and
of Saints and angels. It is in these stories especially that
we come upon the idea of a soul being removed from its body
erroneously or too early an idea which, a.s we said, attrlb-
utes to God the qualities; of fallen human indecision, The soul
departs the body at the mornent God cal1s it forth and, in the
words of St John Chrysostom, "Our souls after their departure
hence are l.ed away to some place, having no more power of
themselves.. "but awai'ling that awsome day."70 The soul can-
not depart the body except at God's summbns, anrJ the hurnan
soul is not stronger than God that it can resist Him when He
calls it forth. Nor does God "accidentally" surnmons the soul
and then, discovering l{is accident, raturn it.

0n those extrenely rare occasions when God has raised a
person from t[e TeailTor some clirect, specific reason, there
had been no talk at. all of some sort of "out of body experience",
nor, indeed, have such people ever told ris anything clf what
took
exan

soul

p1
p1e
God
te

ace (tazarus, Dorcas, Athanasy of the TTev-eaves, for
),77calls the soul forth in its appointed time, and the
ars itself away from its body and heeds the call of the

All-powerful and Merciful Goc1. As to what happens to the soul
then, w€ have said as much as can be said. The rest is simply
a great mystery, for it exceecls the understarr.ding of the hunan
mind. We know very little about the subject, for the Scripture
is silent on the matter, t.he prophets and fathers of the Church
are as silent, and those who were actual1y resurrected were ab-
solutely silent on the matter. This is logical, for they could
have known precious little indeed of what d.id happen to them,
if one is to give credence to the Scri-pture and the New Testa-
ment prophets and fathers. Moreover, their state of existence
in the repose was beyond the human tongire to speak of, and be-
yond the human mind to comprehend. Indeed, St Isaak of Nineveh
says, &s we have already s-een, that no vision or revelation a-
bout things yonder (beyond death) can be expressed in human
words, and every thing that is,is false. When the fathers spoke
of it at all, they were forced, like Moses, to use figurative
expressions and metaphors, such as Christ Himself used, call-
ing this state "Abrahamts Bosomrrras if to say only that these
souls were the heirs to the promise given to Abraham for his
true children.72 Nor was St Antony the Great able to obtain an
ansTer to the matter either, for i,vhen he pondered it, he was
told by God, "Antony, take heed to yourself; for such things
are for the judgment of God, and it is not for you to know
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THE BODY AND DEATH

then .tt7 3 Thus, despite attenpts to do,ctrinalize certain stories
and moral fabi"t, intfti.tt have'appeared over the centuries-, des-
pite speculationi of "science ilfsefy so ca11ed,"Za whiclr pqr--
iort t; give answers to what the Divine Scriptures and the fath-
^"tr mutuilly refused to attenpt answers, the natter remains a

mystery in the wisdom of God.
As to the nedical "out of body experiences" and teachings-

(such as thoseGEed by Dr Kiibier-Ross, et- a1)75 -:'n 
general,

there are two anSweTS: one given to us by rnernbers of the teach-
i;; it"if i; the faculty of-medicine at two Canadian universi-
tiEs, and confirmed by inquiries made of practising pllsicians
and irrtguotr, and unoth"r'which is conpletely self evident, dt
least to the Orthodox Christian"

In the first, we are given this general explanation of cert-
ain of the "death halluciiations" which occur most frequently.
W[u"-" body ";p;"";h;; clinical death, _the heart can slow down

or even stop ibt some periods of time (it a catatonic state,
one can appear "dead" ior considerable lengths of time). Th"
biain is ^d'eprived of oxygen and a sense of entering a dark vor-
tex is felt. As the brain spirals into this vortex, the Ug4y
chills. Then r"aJenfy; ih";; rvill be a heart beat again, blood
rushes to the brain,'bearing oxygen. The perfectly natural sen-
sation of the brain is one 5f a'iudden blinding light, a-break-
i"g-ihrough the vortex into 1ight. Th* body suddenly feels the
wairnth of "the blood- f low, ancl 5*petiences a f eeling of light-
;;t;, warnth and well-belttg" A di:ep sense of love is also com-

*orr, 'and a person in both ttre initial state and the later, exl
p"riu"C"s distorted images of people.and events, both-past and

irtetent. Because of the euphoric tondition, things.which are
actually vaguely seen or r'enembered are seen in a highly ex-
alted or ideaiir"a nanner, and this is often attributed to an
iiout of body "ip"tience,"'just 

as things seen under the influ-
ence of hallucinogens are interpreted as extra-carnal exper-.
iences. Dr Richard Blacher of filets Universi.ty School erf Med-

icine notes, too, that:
,,Fil.st, it is clear these expetiences occul onTg when there

js a gtadual- cardiac arrest. such experiences do not accux with
Stokes-Adarns attacks, duting which the patients describe no men'
tal sensatjons wit.h the sudden stopping of the heart. These ep-
jsOdes wete afso commonLg expetienced d'uting induction of anes-
thesja with open-dtop ether. IVumerous such accounts of noises'
Tights, and a sensa tion of being outside the bod.g and wat'ching
the sjtuation aTe avaiTabJe when such pat'ients aTe asked about
their experjence i tatelg daes angone voJunf,eer this informa-
tjon...fhrs kjnd of dramatic experience js never desczibed bg

patrents who have had heart sutgerg, aTthough not uncommonlg
thrst patients have, the f antasg that' when t,heir heaxt st'opped
theg are dead. . . "7 6-This is, of course, the likely_proper pelspective to re-
ceive all tu.h stories of people i^ttrb observed thenselves fron

a
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SOCIETY LECTURE: THE SOUL THE BODY AND DEATH

"outside the body," floating along over the body as it was
rnoved from one place to the other, and the like. These explan-
ations are quite reasonable and obviously true. One doctor ob-
served, in closing, that these conditions are interpreted in
two different ways: the one by those physicians who are prac-
tising nedicine, and the other way, by those who are naking big
money selling books of occult speculations.

There is, however, another aspect, another dimension of
such penomena which must be explained: for, Satan would cert-
ainly never pass up such an excellent opportunity to delude
humanity and deprive it of its salvation.

Itrhen the evil-one finds a person near death and in a pas-
sive condition, susceptible to spiritual delusion (the more so
considering the natural phenomena discussed earlier) he knows
that the person is not actually dead, and so, given the oppor-
tunity by circumstances, he assaults the person's mind with i-
deas and demonically contrived visions and false experiencesjust as the demons have appeared to the Saints as angels and
even as Christ Hinself, trying to destroy them through p

in order to sow false teachings and beliefs. About th
our holy father St Gregory of Sinai has warned:

"And sone eviT spitits...swag the souJrs contemplative
facuTtg bg producing certain violent winds and phantasies, and
they transforrn thernseJyes into fTging creatures, and sometimes
into angeLs and deTude the souJ, . Theg form in our memotg, images
of things known to us t and theg ptoduce a form of, and change,
every kind of spiritual vision...for there js nothing spirit-
uaJ, of which theg do not steaJ, thiTg produce an exact image b9
means of phantasies.. .and assailing one with d,elusion in place
of truth, phantasg in place of divine vision, theg establjsh
themse-Z yes in him . " 7 7

Those who rrreturnf' frorn these denonically contrived exper-
iences, played out upon either rnedically indirced hallucinations,
or hallucinations induced by the workings of deluded ninds ,have stories to tell which instil in nankind either a belief
that at death everyone will enter into the same glory, both
the good and the evil, the believer and the atheist, the chaste
and the lecherous the pious and the blasphemer (the Kiibler-Ross
syndrome), or with tales of horror well calculated to cast the
soul into despair and unbelief (such as the purgatory and toll-
house phantasies). A11 these supposed "out of body elperiences"
universally deny and contradict 0rthodox Christian teachings on
tJt" subject, and none of them in any way confirm or agree wittr
what Divine Revelation has given us on the natter. And this isjust what our holy and God-bearing father John Chrysostom warns,
saying:

".Let us not, thetefote, seek to heat f tom dead men what, the
sctiptures teach us much mote crearLg everg dag. Fot if God
knew that resurrected dead men courd be of ptofit t,o the Jiv-
ing, then He Who btings to pass aJJ t,hings for our bene-
fjt wouJd not have neglected ot Jet pass [the opportunitg

ride
is,
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t,o give usJ such gain. Bu
be rajsed up contjnuousJg
are gondet, then jn time
moteovet, the deviT could
ease. For he could often
he could contrive that ce
then he couJ-d shaw thern a
means of fhese men he cou
of whatsoevet he wished.
who has arisen ftom the d

t besides thjs, if dead men were to
to proclaim to us a77 things that

thjs also would be set at naught, and
introduce wicked docttines with much

show fotth apparitions t ot futthet,
rtain men shouJ.d seem to die. . .and
s bej ng tisen ftom the dead, and bg
7d pers uade the minds of the deTuded
If indeed, now, when there js no-one
ead, dte ams veru often aqqeat in the

J,ikenesses o f the deoarted and have cort uoted and Je

3

t

d manu as-
trav, then it such a t'hing actuaJlg haPPened and it. became es-
tabTished in the minds of men t,hat mang of the deParted have
retutned, again, how much mo;^e so couJd the despicabfe demon

weave ten thousand wiles and inttod'uce gteat delusion into thjs
7ife.
nitt,ed

Fo:r this verg teason God cfosed the doors an d has no t, oet-
anq man who has deoatted this Tife and returned to ex-

ess those thin s
itg, should intto duce aIJ- his
when there wete ProPhets ' t'he
when apostJ,es , t,hen f alse aPos
then faJ,se chtists,' and when s
he jntroduc.'d coxtuPt ones r €v
if this thing also wexe to hap
abovel, he would attempt to fe
struments, not truJg taising u

tjons he would deceive the ege
I .just said ,

ondet, Lest, the deviT ' tak ing this oPPottun-
own doctrines IotI things]. For
deviT raised uP faJse ProPhets;
tJ,es ; and when Chtist, aPPeated 'ound, doctrines were btought in,
etgwhete sowing tares. And so
pen Ii.e., what vtas ment'ioned
ign the same thtough his own in-
p dead men, but bg cettain deceP-
s of the beholdets t ot efse t ds t

and thus he w

But God, forseeing a77 this. . .Permitted not that ang man shoul d

ever come ftom the nce and speak to the Tiving about' the fhings
gondet, and herebg He teaches us to hoTd the Divine sctiptute
to be more wotth1 of cred'ence than angthing else:"7?-itt short ,-;ii iftis type of experiences are simply demonic
delusions aimed at knockiirg people off the path of salvation
bt-ilki;g them think that iivinb faith in Christ, truth and
n6ral stiuggle are not at all neqessary, as the 91d of e_very-
one is baslEally the same beautiful reward regardless of the
q""riiy of th;ii.lives and their relationship titf Christ and
fiit Hoiy Church, or else to instill some overwhelrning horror in
peoplers sou1s,'some {"1:e idea of lPecial powers held-by the
de*bns, some i6ft" and distressing dbctrines and teachings '

- of course, all this helps-*Yc4t together with false mira-
cies, common incidents lightrnindedly. interpr_e_ted. as miracl-es,
demonic apparitions, supp6sedly of ttre FoU Yitgin,.and other
such nanifestations; to^irreparb the Path of Antichrist,.whose
iioa"*"rk wiii be such rbveiations, ta1se, theatrical miracles
;;a "tp;ritions 

of aL1 manner. People-wi11 believe all"-this,
ior thby are even now being prepared for it, and will follow
after Rirtichrist because of them.
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SOCIETY TECTURE: THE SOUL THE BODY AND DEATH

As to what precisely, in material terminology happens to
the soul after death, w€ offer only this observation: this nat-
ter is a great mystery which eannot be conprehended by the hu-
man mind, and God has not chosen to reveal the matter to us"
There are a few t
prophets and fath
of "eut of body e
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SIX

MOSCOW I\IITTIOUT THE TSAR

OROZOV had known the Prince as a chlld, but they
had Long ago J-ost sight of one another. Wtren

Serebryany had gone off to Llthuanla, Morozov lilas
carnpalgnlng somewhere far away; for nore than
ten years they dtd not see each other, but
DruJhlna Andreyevich had changed very l-ittle,
and was as hale and hearty as before; the
Prlnce would have recognlsed him anywhere at
firet gJ-ance, for the o1-d Boyarin was the tyPe
of person whose lndlvlduaLlty makes a deep im-
preisLon on oners mind. His stature and sturdy
buil-d al-one were strlking. He was taller by a

whole head than Serebryany. His chestnut-coloured hair, touched by pro-
nounced streaks of grey, lelL tn disorder over his hlgh brow, whLch bore
severaL scars. A Lirgl-and bushy beard, almost, entireLy greYr covered the
top half of hls chesr. A plerclng glance flashed from beneath hls beetllng
brows, but a weLcomlng "tiL. 

pLayed on hls LLps, a smile through whlch,
o".r".ih"1""", there 

"hotte 
qulte clearly that quallty descrlbed tn common

parlance Uy itre saylng: ttlie knows whatrs what.rr There ltas somethlng of
the llon tn hts stateiy galt and manners, a spee!.a]- klnd of qulet dignlty'
a combinatlon of deLLberatlon, consclousness of merLt, and assurance'
Seelng hln, everyone would have said that l-t was good to be l-n agreement

wlth this tan, 
"od 

at the same time, everyone wouLd have thought that lt
was bad lndeed to quarrel wlth hlm. Looking into Morozovrs features, lt
woul-d have been ln fact qulte easy to suspect that, if he were provoked, hls
calm countenance could be transforrned into a terrifying face. But this
impression was soon erased by his welcomlng smile and his open and un-
felgned cord lal t ty

dear How d i I to aee you ttttI^Ielc ome Prl nce we lcome gues t goo

Moro zov gutd lng Sereb ryany Ln to a 1arge square t Lmbered room whlch
one cou

t t

sa1d
In I t a tt l"ed 6 tove upon whtch Id recl ine

t

long oaken b enche s
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vaLuable weapons hanging on the wall"s, and a great quantlty of gold and
sllver vessels beautlfull-y arranged upon wlde shelves.

ttl^lelcome, welcome, Prlnce! What a flne guest the Lord has sent to
me! You know, Nikitushka, I stlLl remember you when you were youngl Okh'
what a bold fellow you rrere, I must say! There were times when the lads
used to play at towns ln confl-lct, and woe then to the side that was
against you! You woul-d f1-y lnto actlon llke a serene falcon, and then
your young blood would flow so strongly, that sometimes you would become
enraged, like a bear cub- excuse my crude comparlson, Niklta Romanovich!
And then you would begln to 1ay about your right and left! It made one
merry just to see you! WeL1, you have turned lnto a flne rnan, Prlnce! I
heard about your deeds in the land of Lithuania. You battered those
enemies of ours just as once you 1al-d about your pJ-aymates!tr

And Morozov smiled gally, his leonine face shining with warm
sincerity.

ttAnd do you remember, Nl-kitushka,rr he continued, encircllng the
PrLncets shoulders wl-th hls arm, Itdo you remember how you woul-dnrt
tol-erate any deceptlon, whatever the game that was being played?
l'trhether you started wrest,Llng wlth someone, or flghtlng wlth your fists'
you would sooner have let yourself be thror,m to the ground, than trip
your opponent, or do anything agalnst the rules. You could endure every-
thlng, but cunning you woul-dnotallow yourself or anyone eLse!"

The Prince began to feel awkward ln the presence of Morozov.
t'Boyarinrtt he saLd, tthere ls a dispatch for you from Prince Pronsky.rr
"Thank you, Prince. I will read l-t afterwards. It can walt its

time. Now, let me offer you some hospitality! But where is Elyena
Dnitryevna? Hey, whoeverts there! TeI1 my wife that we have a dear
guest, Prince Nikita Romanovich Serebryan.y, let her come down to
regale him!"

Elyena came l-n quietly and gracefully, bearlng ln her hands a tray
wtth goblets containing various wines. She bowed low before Serebryany'
as if it were the flrst time she had seen him. She was as pale as death.

ItPrincertt said Morozov, rrthLs l-s the lady of the house, my wife
Elyena Dml-tryevna! Love her and be graclous to her. I thl-nk you are as
one of our very own, Nikita Romanovlch. Your father and I were just J-ike
brothers, so that my wife need be no stranger to you. Bow to the Boyarin'
Elyena, and ask him what he would llke. Come, eat something, Prince! Do

not dl-sdaLn our bread and salt! Here {s some rum, here is Hungarlan wine'
and here Ls some raspberry mead, for whlch the good housewife herself
has steeped the frult.rl

Morozov bowed Iow.
The Prince llkewise bowed to them both, and dralned a gobleE of wine.
Elyena did not glance up at Serebryany. Her Long eyelashes remained

lowered. She trernbLed, and the gobJ-ets on the tray rattl-ed agalnst each
otntt;*"t 

is the matter with you, Elyena?" Morozov said suddenly. i'ot.
you feeling perhaps i11? Your face has become as white as snow!
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My lltt1-e roe deerril he added in a whisper, t'has Vyazemsky ridden by
again? Thatfs what lt is! That deviL must have ridden past the garden!
Don't be distressed. It is not your fault. Dontt go lnto the garden
without'me. Be comforted, ny chiLd - I wonrt 1et anyone offend you!
Come, please smil-e and be gay, ot eLse the guest will notlce!..........
Forgive ne, Nikita Romanich, forglve me, I was just fussing and telling
ny wlfe that she should order some food to be brought to you more qulckly.
You haventt dined yet, Prince?rt

'rThank you, Boyarln, I have dined."
ttNever mind, Ntklta Romanlch, you w111 dl-ne once more!......Go,

Elyena, go and busy yoursel-f! And you, Boyarin, do eat sornethlng of what
God has provided; do not offend an old man in the Tsarts disfavour!
That is grlef enough for hlm already!"

Morozov lndicated his J-ong halr.t'I see, Boyarinrtt said the Prince. ttl see, but I cannot yet
beLleve my eyes! You in dlsfavour! For what reason? Forgive my
presunsfuous quedtlon. It

Morozov sighed.
lrFor the reason that I stick to the old customs, maintaln the

honour of the boyars, and do not bow down to the new peoplelr'
In saylng thlsr hJ.s face grew dark, and hls eyes assumed a grlm

expresslon. He ,told about his quarrel- wlth Godounov, and complaLned
bitterly about the Tsarfs inJustice.

Therers much in Moscow, Prlnce, thatrs not the same as it was
before, ever since the tLrne that the Tsar infLicted the oprlchniki on
RussLa ! tr

ttWho are these oprlchnikl, Boyarin? I have met some of them, but
I canrt nake any 

"ettsL 
of it allltt

"It seems we have angered God, Nikita RomanLch; he has dlnuned the
Tsarrs radiant eyes. Our flne times came to an end, when the sl-anderers
lnsinuated treason agalnst SyLvester and Adashev, and he banlshed them
both. Then Ivan VasLlyevlch suddenJ-y began to have susplcions about us,
hts falthful servants! Ile began to tal-k of treason, of conspiracies that
would not even have entered oners mind! As for the new people, they were
overJoyed, and started whisperJ.ng to him against the boyars, some out of
spite, some in expectation of favours, and he began to lend an ear to aLl-
of then. l.Ihoever had a grudge would start denouncing his enemy, as if
that enemy had spoken words agalnst the Tsar, or raised the Khan or the
King agalnst hlm. And they, accursed ones, woul-d klss the cross on thls
in theLr falsehood, and put thelr lytng hands to wrlting letters, fearlng
not Godrs awfuL Judgement day! Many innocent peopl-e have been lmprlsoned,
Niklta Romanich, and tortured after confrontatlons. Whoever wanted to,
began to speak in the soverelgnts name, as if he had his support. Before,
lt used to be that anyone who denounced you woul-d hlnself have to prove
Lt, but now, they take you and torture you merely on rumours, never
heedlng the inconsLstencLes in the slandererst words! Hard tlnes have
come upon us, Nikita RomanLch. As long as men remember \^rerve never
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known such terror from a Tsar! After the tortures came the executions!
But you, Prince,PerhaPs You haveBut who l^rere executed thus !

heard of thls?"
ttlhave heard of lt, but onJ-y vaguely, Boyarin. News does not travel-

qulckly to Llthuania. iut then, wtry be astonished about Lt? It is the
isar t s will to punl.sh evil--doers. "

"who denies that, Prince! He ts the Tsar in order to chastlse and

to favour. What is terrible is that ltrs not the evil--doers who were

executed, but all the faithful servants of the Tsar! The chamberlaln
Adashev tltu*"y,s brother) with his youthful sonl three of the sarlns;
Ivan Shishkin with his wife and ehildren, and many other guiltless
people ! "

Indlgnation showed on Serebryany's face'
"Boyirin, lt is not the Tsar who ls guil-ty in thls, but hls lnforrn-

ers !tt ,,okh, Prince! It ls bltter t,o give utterance to it, and frlghtenlng
to think about it. Not only because of the informerst slanders has the

Tsar begun to spill lnnocent Utooa. Take Basmanov, the sovereign's
chlef cup-bearerl he pleaded with the Tsar against Prince obolensky

ovchln over some unbefitting word. what did the Tsar do? At dinner, he

pLunged a knlfe into the Princefs heart with his or,m hand!"
' -,'Boyarin!" crled out Serebryany' sprlnging to hLs feeE, "if anyone

else had sald that, I would have tatiea trm a slanderer! I myself would

have laid hands uPon hI-m!
ttNlkLta Romanlch, I am t,oo old to bear false wiLness' And agalnst
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had kll-l-ed. Ivan Vasil-yevlch repented, but not for long. And then what
did he invent? LLsten, Prlnce. I awoke one mornlng, and heard a great
cornrnotLon. The people had poured lnto the streets: some rvere running
towards the Kremlin, others from the Kremlin. All were walLing. rThe

Tsar is leavlng! No one knows where hets golng! | A col-d chill- seized me!

I put on some clothes, and mounted a horse; from alL sides boyars were
hurrylng towards the Kremlin, some riding, some on foot, llke ordlnary
people, not even thinking of their noble rank! I^Ie reached the Iversky
gate, and what did we see? Guardsmen ridlng out, with the peopl-e scatter-
ing in front of then. Behlnd the guardsmen came a sl-eigh, and in it was
the Tsar with the Tsarltsa and the Tsarevich. Behlnd the Tsarrs slelgh
there followed a nul-titude of other sleighs, and Ln them all- the goods

and chatteLs, all the treasury of the lrnperlal household; behlnd the
sJ-elghs came chamberlalns and courtlers, and scrlveners and cl-erks, and

warriors, and people of all ranks- all of them were departing from the
Kremlin. I^Ie tried to rush to the J.mperlal- slelgh, but the guardsmen
barred our way, saylng that thus the Tsar had ordered it! And so, the
train of riders and of sleighs moved on along Lhe frozen river Moscow,
and left the outsklrts of the town.

rrlde went back to our homes, and fot a Long tlme we waited, wonder-
lng |f the Tsar wouLd change hls mlnd and return. A whole week passed,
and then the Patrlarch of the Church received a letter, j.n which the
Tsar informed us that, from the greatness of his graeious heartr not
$tanting to endure our treacherous affairs, he had left his sovereLgn
throne, and now would go whlther the Lord woul-d show him! As thl-s news

spread, a wail went up from Moscow: rThe Tsar, our father, has abandoned
us! Who will relgn over us now! t

"It 1s no good to hlde the truth, for lvan Vasilyevich was terrible
indeed. But God Hl-mseLf had pJ-aced him over us, apparently to eleanse us
of our sins, and to scourge us, accordlng to His will. We gathered in
the Council, and then and there decLded to go to hLm with bowed heads and
plead wlth hlm ln tears. We found that the Tsar had stopped ln the
village of Al-exandrova, more than elghty mil-es from here. We prayed to
God, and then we rode there. As soon as we espled the vllLage, we

stopped, and prayed agaln. Fear seized us; we were not afrald because
the Tsar mlght have us put to death, but because the Tsar might refuse
Eo see us. But nothing happened. The Tsar allowed us to approach him.
You would not believe it Boyarin, but when we came in, we dld not rec-
ognize Ivan Vasilyevich! Itis face was not his ovrn; the hair of his
head and his beard had al-l- dropped out, or so it seemed. What had
become of hlm? The Tsar he was, and yet he was not the Tsar! He spoke
at length to us; he reproached us with unhpard of treacherles; he
recounted all- our fauLts, of whlch we had no knowledge, and final-ly he
told us that, owing to the pleadlng of hls prayerful blshops, he would
again resume hls soverelgnty, but onLy on certain conditions. He favoured
us by allowing us to kiss his hand, and then he let us go."
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ttwhat sort of condLtlons did he make?rr asked Serebryany.
ttl w111 tell you, Prince. Listen. some three weeks passed, and

Ivan Vasllyevich arrlved in Moscow. There was great joy, such joy as

does not happen even on a Paschal Sunday. Then he summoned us and the
clergy to the CounciL. And when we had assembled, he announced that he

waa resuming his sovereignty once again, but only in order to execute
the evil-doers, to cast the traitors into disgrace, and to confiscate
al-L thelr possessions, and that he would not tolerate idle requests for
mercy from either the Patriarch or any other powers. tI establish a

"orp" 
of guards for my own protectlonr t he said, rand I take certain

towns and suburbs and certain streets within Moscow for my exclusive
realm. These are the condLtlons uPon whlch I now resume my reign, I he

sald! Frorn that day, he began to gather around him new people, whose

forebears were unknown, and who would kiss the cross to hlm, swearlng
to have no deallngs wlth the boyars. And all those lands, and all-
those houses, and all those rlches, which he had selzed for hls own use'
he placed under their charge; as for the former owners of the estates'
sornl twelve thousand of th-m, he chased them out of the oprichnina l-ike
cattle. That is the truth, Nikita Romanich, for I saw it with ny own

eyes, and yet tt ls stil1 hard to belleve! Now these devilish, blood-
tirirsty companles wlth their brooms and houndfs heads, ride over holy
Russia. They stamp out the truth, and they sweep away not treason, but
Russlan honour. They gnaw not the enemles of the Tsar, but hls faithful-
servants, and there i"-rro Justlce or redress agalnst them anywhere!tt

,twhy did you agree to such condltlons?'r asked serebryany.
t'How could we not agree, Prince? How could we pit ourselves against

the Tsar? Is he not sent from God?'l

"Indeed he ts sent from God. But dld he not himself ask your
opinion? Why did you not reply that you did not h7anc the oprichnina?"- I'But wtrat tr ire had gone away again? what then? should we have

left ourselves without a soverelgn? What wouLd the people have sald?"
Serebryany paused Lo consider.
ttYesrtt hl said, after a brtef sllence, t'lt ls unthlnkable to be

without a sovereign. But now, why do you wait? why do you not tell hln
that the whole "oirrtty |s perishing because of the oprichnina? Why do

you look on al-l this and keep silence?"
ttl have not kept silent, Prince," replled Morozov wlth dignity.

ttl never hid my thoughts, and lt ls for this reason that I am now ln
dLsfavour. Let the isar call me, and I will not remain silent. But he

wil-l- not caLl me. Our klnd of people are not longer ln his confidence'
Look with whom he has surrounded himself! What people of ancient ancestry
are near him? There are none of ancient ancestry! Instead, they are
all base schemers, whose fathers would not have been fit to act as

Servants to our fathers! Look at them! The Basmanovs - father and son -
-I do not even know which one is the more odious! Malyuta Skouratov -
God knows what he real1-y is, part animal, part butcher, and aLways bespa

tered with blood! Vaska Gryaznoy - he is capable of any shameful deed!

Boris Godounov - that one woulcl sel-l- his father and his mother, and
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throw hls chtldren ln to boot, rnerely to cLimb hlgher; herd stick a
knLfe into your throat, and yet salute you. There ls only one there of
hlgh rank - Prince Afanasy Vyazemsky. He has disgraced hlmself and us,
the aecursed one! Need one say more about him!"

Morozov waved hls hand. Some other thoughts busied his mlnd.
Serebryany too began to ponder. He mused about the terrible changes in
the Tsar, and for a whiLe forgot the relationship into which fate had
placed him towards Morozov.

Meanwhlle the servants had Lald the table. Disregardlng aLl ex-
cusea, DruJhina Andreyevich compelled his guest to taste of many dLshes:
Jell-ies of aLl- kinds, soups, hot foods, and pickled pork. And, when
various drinks were p1-aced before them, Morozov poured beakers of
Malrnsey wLne for hinnself and for the Prlnce, got up from the table'
threw back his grey halr, grorrn long Ln hLs banishment, and raising the
cup, he said:

"To the health of our great sovereign, Tsar Ivan Vasilyevich!"
"May God enllghten hln, and open his eyes!t' replied Serebryany,

draining the cup, and both of them crossed themselves.
Elyena did not appear during dinner, nor rrras she present whlle

the two boyars conversed.
Morozov talked a great deal more about affairs of state, about

the incursion of the Crlmean Tartars lnto the lands around Ryazan,
questloned Serebryany about the Lithuanlan war, and bltterly condemned
Kurbsky for his desert,ion to the enemy Klng. The Prlnce replied ln
detail to all the questions, and flnally recounted his fray with the
oprichnl-ki in the vLl-lage of Medvedevka, described his quarrel with
them in Moscow, and told of his meeting with the saintly eccentric, but
falled, by the way, to mentlon the l-atterrs dark and rnystic words.

Morozov llstened to hlm wlth great attention.
"That ls bad, Prlncer" he sald, rubblng hls craggy brow, 'rthat

Ls very bad. There ls no need to wonder at the fact that they ptllaged
that partlcular vl1-1-age; the vl1J-age, you see' is mlne, and nowadays
anyone ls free to pillage the estates of a boyarin who is out of favour.
That buslness Ls notorious; what is transportable they take, what ls
too heavy to lift they set aflame, and the horned animals they spear
to deaLh. That ls their way. As for the eccentrl-c - I know him. He

ls lndeed a man of God, a fooL ln Chrlst. You are not the firsL one he
has calLed by narne; lt seems as lf he ls abl-e to see through anyone.
Even the Tsar is afratd of htm. Many a time he has rebuked Ivan
Vasllyevich to his face. If onJ-y there were more salntly people like
him, then perhaps there woul-d not have been any oprlchnina! Te1-l me,
Princer" rrent on Morozov, ttwhen had you thought of going to pay
honage to the Tsar?'l

ttTomorrow, as soon as lt ls light, when our gracious sovereign comes
out from his bedchamber.rl

t'Come now, Prlnce! Itf s al-most dark al-ready, and you wlLl have
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to ride some eighty miles or more!tt
ttHow so? Is not the Tsar at present ln the Kreml-ln?tt
ttNo, Prl-nce, not l-n the KremLln. !,Ie have angered God, the Sovereign

has abandoned us, and returned to the vlllage of Al-exandrova, where he Is
now 1ivlng with hls cronles - rnay he1L be without top or bottom for
thentttttlf that is the case, Boyarln, then please excuse me, for I must
hurry. I have not yet been back to my ovm house. I will have a look
around there for a little, and then tomorrow, as soon as it l-s llght'
I shal-l leave f or the village. rr

ttDontt go there, Prlnce!tt
"Why, Boyarln?"
t'Your head w111 not remaln on your shoulders, Nlkita Romanich.r'
"That ls according to God's wilL, Boyarln; what wlIL be, will be!"
t'Listen, Niklta Romanich. You had probably forgotten what I was

like, but I remember you even as a child. Your late father llved with
me hand-in-hand, and soul--in-sou1. He died, and may the heavenly kingdon
be for hiur. There's no one to caution you' no one to give you counsel,
and now, by God, your fate is not to be envied! Not to be envied indeed!
If you go to the irnperial village, you are lost, PrLnce, you and your
head are lost!tt

t'Wel-l, Boyarin, it seems that it is written ln my fate!"
t'Stay here, Nlkitushka; I wtll- hide you. No one will find you.

My servants will not denounce you. In the house, you wlll- be l-ike a son
of mlne t 'lttBoyarln, remember what you yourself have said of Kurbsky. It ls
dl-shonourable for a Russian nobleman to hlde from his Tsar.'l

'rNikita Romanlch, Kurbsky is a traltor. He fled to join the Tsarrs
enemy; and who am I? Arn I the enemy of the Tsar?"

ttForgive me, Boyarln, forgive my thoughtless words! But there is
no avoiding what must be!tt

"If only you could stay with me, Nlkitushka, then perhaps Lhe Tsarrs
wrath would cooJ-, and we and the Patriarch might settle your affair, but
norrr youtl-l- fa11 llke pltch lnto a heap of embers!"

ttour l-ike ls ln Godts hands, BoyarJ.n. It is not flttlng to try and

lengthen lt by cunning any more than lt is His wlLl. Thank you for your
hospitaltty, " added Serebryany, gettlng up' "thank you for your friend-
shlp (and at these words he fel"t lnvoluntarl1y embarrassed), but I
shail- go. Goodbye Drujhlna Andreyich!"

Morozov l-ooked at the Prince wlth mournful sympathy, but one could
see that, ln hls inner soul, he approved Serebryanyrs declsion, and that
he himself would not have done otherwlse, if he had been ln the same

situation.
"God's blessing be with you"- Nlklta Romanlch!" he sald, rising from

the bench, and embracing the Prince. "May the Lord soften the Tsarrs
heart! May you come back unharmed from the v11-1-age, llke the youths
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out o f the fiery furnace, for I w111 then embrace your as I am doing
now, wI-th all my heart and all my souJ-!"

There ls a saying: see a nan on foot off to the gate' and a rider
to hLs rnount take. The Prince and the Boyarin parted at the threshol-d
of the entrance hall.

It was already dark. As he rode by the palisade, Serebryany saw
someone ln a whtte dress ln the garden. Hls heart beat faster. He

stopped his horse. Elyena came towards the pallsade.
ttPrlncet', she sald in a whisper, "I heard your conversatlon with

DruJhlna Andreylch; you are riding to the village ... God save you,
Prince - you are riding to your death!"

"Elyena Dmltryevna! It seems it is the Lordts w111 that I should
suffer death fron the Tsar. It was not for joy that I returned to rny

natLve land. The Lord granted ne no happiness and you did not become
mine, Elyena Dmitryevna! Let the wil-l of God now be done to me""

"Prlnce, they will torture you! I am terrifted even to think of
it!...... 0h my God, ls life really so hateful to you?"

"Let it perish!" said Serebryany with a wave of his hand.
rroh most holy Mother of God! If you don't pity yourself, Nikita

Romanich, have pity upon others. Have pity upon me. Rennember how you
Loved me ! rr

The moon appeared out of a cloud. Elyenafs face, her pearl kokoshnlk,
neckJ-ace, diarnond ear-rLngs, and her tearful eyes, alJ- flashed wlth a
wonderful bril-liance. El-yena had been weepingr'and yet even now she was
ready to sml1e through her tears. A slngle word from the Prince would
have transformed her sadness Lnto boundless joy. She forgot her husband,
she forgot all cautlon. Serebryany read in her eyes such love, such
longing, that lnvoluntarlly he began to waver. Happiness was Lost for-
ever for him. El-yena was anotherts now, yet she loved him onIy. Why

not remain, and put off hls departure to the vllJ-age? Did not Morozov
himself beg him to stay?

So thought the Prlnce, and enchantlng vislons arose in his Lmaginatlon
but hls sense of honour, monentarily lulled to sleep, suddenly awoke.

ttNortthe reflected, ttmay I be shamed for affrontlng, even by a thought
my fatherrs frlend! 0n1-y a dishonourable man would pay for hospital-lty
wlth deceit, only a coward would fl-ee from death!"rfl cannot but gortt he saLd decisively. 'rI cannot save myself from
the Tsar, when better people perish. Farewe1l, El-yena!r'

These words thrust like a knife lnto El-yenars heart. She sank to
the ground in despair.

ttOpen beneath me, mother earthltt she moaned. ttl am not long for
thls brlght world. I shaLJ- lay hands upon myself! I shal1 k111- nyself
wlth poison! I wtLl- not outlive you Niklta Romanich! I love you more
than llfe, more than Godrs Llght ltself! BesJ.de you, I have never
loved anyone else, nor ever w111!tt

Serebryanyrs heart was burstlng wJ.th compasslon. He wanted to
console Elyena, but she sobbed even more loudly. People might have
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her, spied on the Prince, and denounced him to the Boyarin. 
Serebryany realised this, and decided to tear himself away i.� order to 
save Elyena. 

"Farewell, Elyena!" he said. "Farewell my soul, joy of my days! 
Dry your tears! God is merciful, perhaps we'll see each other yet!" 

Clouds trailed across the moon; the tops of the lime trees were 
shaken by a wind, and a fragrant rain of blossoms showered on Elyena and 
the Prince. The old branches swayed, as if desiring to say: for whom 

we to bud, for whom are we to blossom? Gone is a fine raan, gone is 
love! 

Casting a last 
her in the garden. 
through the garden? 

look at Elyena, Serebryany saw a dark figure behind 
Had he imagined it, or was some servant pa.ssing 

Or was it Boyarin Drujhina Andreyevich himself? 
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